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About This Report
 
The Embarras River Area Assessment examines an area situated along the Embarras River in 
east-central Illinois. Because significant natural community and species diversity is found in 
the area, it has been designated a state Resource Rich Area. 1 
This report is part ofa series of reports on areas of Illinois where a public-private partnership 
has been formed. These assessments provide information on the natural and human resources 
of the areas as a basis for managing and improving their ecosystems. The determination of 
resource rich areas and development of ecosystem-based information and management 
programs in Illinois are the result of three processes -- the Critical Trends Assessment 
Program, the Conservation Congress, and the Water Resources and Land Use Priorities Task 
Force. 
Background 
The Critical Trends Assessment Program (CTAP) documents changes in ecological 
conditions. In 1994, using existing information, the program provided a baseline of 
ecological conditions'> Three conclusions were drawn from the baseline investigation: 
1.	 the emission and discharge of regulated pollutants over the past 20 years has declined, in 
some cases dramatically, 
2.	 existing data suggest that the condition of natural ecosystems in Illinois is rapidly 
declining as a result offragmentation and continued stress, and 
3.	 data designed to monitor compliance with environmental regulations or the status of 
individual species are not sufficient to assess ecosystem health statewide. 
Based on these findings, CTAP has begun to develop methods to systematically monitor 
ecological conditions and provide information for ecosystem-based management. Five 
components make up this effort: 
1. identify resource rich areas, 
2. conduct regional assessments, 
3. publish an atlas and inventory of Illinois landcover, 
4. train volunteers to collect ecological indicator data, and 
5. develop an educational science curriculum which incorporates data collection. 
1 See Inventory ofResource Rich Areas in l/Iinois: An Evaluation ofEcological Resources. 
2 See The Changing l/Iinois Environment: Critical Trends, summary report and volumes 1-7. 
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At the same time that CTAP was publishing its baseline findings, the Illinois Conservation 
Congress and the Water Resources and Land Use Priorities Task Force were presenting their 
respective findings. These groups agreed with the CTAP conclusion that the state's 
ecosystems were declining. Better stewardship was needed, and they determined that a 
voluntary, incentive-based, grassroots approach would be the most appropriate, one that 
recognized the inter-relatedness of economic development and natural resource protection 
and enhancement. 
From the three initiatives was born Conservation 2000, a six-year program to begin reversing 
ecosystem degradation, primarily through the Ecosystems Program, a cooperative process of 
public-private partnerships that are intended to merge natural resource stewardship with 
economic and recreational development. To achieve this goal, the program will provide 
financial incentives and technical assistance to private landowners. The Rock River and 
Cache River were designated as the first Ecosystem Partnership areas. 
At the same time, CTAP identified 30 Resource Rich Areas (RRAs) throughout the state. In 
RRAs where Ecosystem Partnerships have been formed, CTAP is providing an assessment of 
the area, drawing from ecological and socio-economic databases to give an overview of the 
region's resources -- geologic, edaphic, hydrologic, biotic, and socio-economic. Although 
several of the analyses are somewhat restricted by spatial and/or temporal limitations of the 
data, they help to identifY information gaps and additional opportunities and constraints to 
establishing long-term monitoring programs in the partnership areas. 
The Embarras River Area Assessment 
The Embarras River begins just south ofChampaign-Urbana in Champaign County and 
runs south for approximately 194 miles before it empties into the Wabash River below 
Billett, in Lawrence County. The area discussed in this assessment report coincides with 
the boundaries of the entire Embarras River basin as determined by the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency. This area includes parts of eleven counties in east­
central Illinois, covering approximately 2,409 miles2 (1,541,526 acres). The land in the 
four subbasins through which the river passes, totaling 447,925 acres, was designated a 
"Resource Rich Area" because it contains significant natural community diversity. The 
Embarras River Ecosystem Partnership was subsequently formed around this core area of 
high quality ecological resources. 
This assessment is comprised of five volumes. In Volume 1, Geology discusses the 
geology, soils, and minerals in the assessment area. Volume 2, Water Resources, 
discusses the surface and groundwater resources and Volume 3, Living Resources, 
describes the natural vegetation communities and the fauna of the region. Volume 4 
contains three parts: Part I, Socio-Economic Profile, discusses the demographics, 
infrastructure, and economy of the area, focusing on the nine counties with the greatest 
amount ofland in the area -- Clark, Coles, Crawford, Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, 
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Jasper, Lawrence and Richland counties; Part II, Environmental Quality, discusses air and 
water quality, and hazardous and toxic waste generation and management in the area; and 
Part III, Archaeological Resources, identifies and assesses the archaeological sites, 
ranging in age from Paleo-Indian through the Postwar Industrial periods, known in the 
assessment watershed. Volume 5, Early Accounts ofthe Ecology of the Embarras River 
Area, describes the ecology of the area as recorded by historical writings of explorers, 
pioneers, early visitors and early historians. 
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INTRODUCTION 
THE EMBARRAS RIvER AREA consists of the watershed of the Embarras River, which 
spans 12 counties in eastern Illinois (Figure 1). The Embarras River arises in Cham­
paign County and flows southward to the Wabash River in Lawrence County. Along its 
course the river flows through Douglas, Coles, Cumberland, Jasper, Richland, and Craw­
ford Counties. The Embarras River Area also includes parts of Vermilion, Edgar, Clark, 
and Effingham Counties. 
Early descriptions of the ecology of the Embarras River Area have come largely from 
pioneer narratives and from the writings of early historians and scientists. The quota­
tions on these pages are true to the source materials. Spelling, punctuation, and grammar 
have not been standardized, but obvious typographical errors have been corrected. 
Sources are cited in the text with a superscript numeral, which usually appears at the end 
of a quotation; these numbers correspond to numbered sources in the References Cited 
(pages 123 to 127). 
Most of the descriptive narratives on these pages are about places or events within the 
boundary of the Embarras River Area, as shown in Figure 1. Early accounts have been 
selected from adjacent areas if the accounts describe ecological features and phenomena 
that are similar to those in the Embarras River Area. 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. Research for this report was conducted primarily at the Illinois 
Historical Survey at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. John Hoffmann 
and other staff members at the Illinois Historical Survey were a great help to the effort. 
Beverly Miller, Lisa Bell, Paula Hamman, Carol Bullard, and Connie Carroll of Ecologi­
cal Services took part in various stages of the project. Lisa Bell made Figure 1. Mary 
Schroer typed much of the quoted material. 
RIVER, TIMBER, PRAIRIES, AND SLOUGHS
 
THE EMBARRAS RIvER VALLEY extends across three major east-west routes for early 
travelers: the trace between Vincennes and Kaskaskia, the National Road that passed 
through Marshall and Effingham, and the road from Paris to Decatur and Springfield. 
Travelers on these routes have provided early eye-witness descriptions of the Embarras 
River Area. 
IN FEBRUARY 1779 GEORGE ROGERS CLARK led Revolutionary War soldiers from Kas­
kaskia eastward across southern Illinois, with the objective of capturing the British fort 
at Vincennes. The troops suffered severely from high water and freezing weather during 
their march. Major Joseph Bowman documented their efforts to reach Vincennes unde­
tected by the British. We pick up Bowman's journal on the 16th day of February as the 
American army approached the Embarras River valley: 
16th. Marched all day through rain and water, crossed Fox river.• Our 
provisions began to be short. 
17th. Marched early. Crossed several runs, very deep. Sent Mr. Kennedy, 
our commissary, with three men, to cross the river Embarrass, if possible, and 
proceed to a plantation opposite Post St. Vincents, in order to steal boats or 
canoes to ferry us across the Wabash. About an hour by sun we got near the 
river Embarrass. Found the country all overflown with water. We strove to 
find the Wabash. Traveled till eight o'clock in mud and water, but could find 
no place to encamp on. Still kept marching on. But after some time Mr. 
Kennedy and his party returned. Found it impossible to cross Embarrass 
river. We found the water falling from a small spot of ground; staid there the 
remainder of the night. Drizzly and dark weather. 
18th. At break of day heard Governor Hamilton's morning gun. Set off and 
marched down the river. Saw some fine land. About two o'clock came to the 
bank of the Wabash; made rafts for four men to cross and go up to town and 
steal boats. But they spent day and night in the water to no purpose, for there 
was not one foot of dry land to be found. 
19th. Captain McCarty's company set to making a canoe; and at three o'clock 
the four men returned after spending the night on some old logs in the water. 
... No provisions of any sort, now two days. Hard fortune! 
• Most students of George Rogers Clark's expedition have thought that the American army 
crossed the Fox River along the Vincennes-Kaskaskia Trace between Olney and Flora. F.M. 
Woolard argued that the soldiers approached Vincennes from the south, and he asserted that 
Major Bowman mistook Bonpas Creek for the Fox River. 14 
2 
20th. Camp very quiet, but hungry - some almost in despair; many of the 
creole volunteers talking of returning. Fell to making more canoes ....• 
. . . One of our men killed a deer, which was brought into camp. Very 
acceptable. 27 
The American army crossed the Wabash River on February 21. As they advanced 
toward the British forces in Fort Sackville at Vincennes, George Rogers Clark noted that 
"the sunken grounds were covered with water full of ducks." They captured a French 
duck hunter, and they commandeered a canoe of Indians, securing "near half a quarter 
of buffalo, some corn, tallow, kettles, etc." 27 
The siege of Fort Sackville was successful. Nine months later Colonel Clark penned a 
letter to George Mason, detailing the campaign. Setting the stage for his story of the 
previous February's march, Clark wrote, 
We had now a Rout before us of two hundred and forty miles in length, 
through, I suppose one of the most beautiful Country in the world, but at this 
time in many parts flowing with water and exceading bad marching. 20 
As they neared Vincennes . . . 
. . . In the evening of the 17th we got to the low Lands of the River 
Umbara, t which we found deep in water, it being nine miles to St. Vincents, 
which stood on the East side of the Wabache and every foot of the way 
covered with deep water; we Marched down the little River in order to gain 
the Banks of the main, which we did in about three Leagues ... ; from the 
spot we now lay on was about ten miles to Town, and every foot of the way 
put together that was not three feet and upwards under water would not have 
made the length of two miles and half, and not a mouthful of Provision . . . . 
• The editor of this version of Major Bowman's journal, William Hayden English, mused 
about the flooded condition of the Embarras-Wabash bottomland: "There was no cessation of the 
flood. If anything, it grew worse as the party advanced. It would be difficult for persons at this 
day to realize the generally wet and marshy condition of the flat lands, especially the bottom lands 
adjoining rivers, lakes and creeks, in Illinois and Indiana in early times. This was the general 
situation, which was much aggravated, of course, by seasons of great rains and floods. The 
country, from a variety of causes, has been gradually getting drier, as the author personally 
knows, for the last fifty or sixty years, and the same drying-out process has no doubt been going 
on as far back as the campaign of Clark against Vincennes. The author saw the bottoms of the 
Wabash when overflowed, in 1834 and 1835, and fully. realizes the vastness of the country 
covered with water. He made a horseback journey almost entirely across Indiana and Illinois, 
from east to west and return, in those years, and can not but compare the present dryness of the 
whole country with its extremely wet state at that period. Indeed it may become a serious matter 
if the streams and the water supply continue to diminish at the same rate for another half 
cenrury." 27 
t River Umbara = Embarras River. 
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Embarrass River, so named because the bottom between this stream and the 
Wabash at Vincennes was embarrassed by quicksand andfrequent high water. 36 
If I was sensible that you would let no Person see this relation, I would give 
You a detail of our suffering for four days in crossing those waters, and the 
manner it was done, as I am sure that You wou'd Credit it, but it is too 
incredible for any Person to believe except those that are as well acquainted 
with me as You are, or had experienced something similar to it. 20 
Henry Cauthorn, a long-time resident of Vincennes during the l800s, mused about the 
route by which the American army approached Vincennes: 
Lawrenceville, on the west bank of the Embarrass river, is the point where it 
is generally claimed Clark first reached that river and heard the sunrise guns 
fired at Fort Sackville, about eight miles distant. This is reasonable, as the 
entire space between Lawrenceville and Vincennes was unobstructed prairie, 
subject to overflow, sometimes from four to six feet deep, and sound was 
conveyed across without interruption. Both the Embarrass and Wabash rivers 
united their waters and covered the neck of land between them. The road to 
Lawrenceville from Vincennes was generally said, in a figurative sense, to 
pass through Purgatory. This was in consequence of its being in early times 
almost impassible, on account of mud and water at all seasons. 27 
CONSTANTIN FRAN<;OIS CHASSEBOEUF de Volney, a French geographer, came to Vin­
cennes in 1796 and intended to continue west to St. Louis - but, as Monsieur Volney 
explained, "accidents prevented my journey." Instead he prepared a road log on the 
basis of reports from travelers who had made the journey along the "road from Fort 
Vincennes to Kaskaskias." Volney reported that the trip from Vincennes to "Ombra 
creek" • was nine miles and required two hours. From the Embarras to the next land­
mark ("the Elm in the meadow") was 13'/2 miles and three hours of riding. In his over­
view of the route from Vincennes to Kaskaskia, Professor Volney testified, 
Beyond Ombra we enter a Tartarian meadow, interspersed with clumps of 
trees, but in general flat and naked, and windy and cold in winter. In summer 
it is filled with tall and strong shrubs, which brush the legs of the rider in his 
narrow path so much, that a journey out and back will wear out a pair of 
boots. Water is scarce, and there is danger of being bewildered, as happened 
to one of my fellow travellers, three years before, when, with two others, he 
roamed about for seventeen days. Thunder, rain, gnats, and horseflies, are 
very troublesome in summer. Five years ago, you could not fail of meeting, 
in these meadows, with herds of four or five hundred buffaloes, but now there 
• Ombra creek ~ Embarras River. 
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It is said that this name had its origin with the original settlers at Vincennes. who 
found the marshy margins of that river in that region a great embarrassment to 
early travel. to 
are none. The hunters and the bells of the tame cattle have driven them 
beyond the Mississippi, which they crossed by swimming.• 67 
DR. GEORGE HUNTER of Philadelphia came to Vincennes in 1796. Unlike Professor 
Volney, Dr. Hunter continued west across Illinois. In preparation for his trek across the 
state, Hunter asked Monsieur Jean Baptiste Ducoigne for directions. The first part of 
Hunter's notes reads, 
I this day got in Company with Mons r . Le Coin the Kaskaskias Cheif, half 
a Frenchman & from him got the directions to travel thro the Prairies as 
follows, viz as the principal difficulty consists in being able to find water to 
drink at the places it may be necessary to stop at. the whole merit of this 
information is when & where to expect to find water on the road. from 
Vincennes to Embaras Creek 3 french Leagues. t To La Cross 3 leagues 
further, a little to the left of the road - Thence to a pretty little Prairie with 
water in the middle 2 leagues - Thence to the Piankeshaw Camp two - Thence 
3, take the big righthand road.-Thence 3 to a big Creek *-Thence two to a 
little Prairie - Thence four to little Wabash with two forks thereof half a 
league asunder _ 44 
George Hunter's group out on August 24, 1796. After fording the Wabash River about 
one and one-half miles below Vincennes, they immediately took the wrong path: 
. . . before we had gone on above two miles thro a large meadow we were 
met by an Indian ... and two children, who altho they could not speak: 
• Although early Illinois had a general reputation for plenty of wetlands and abundant ground­
water near the surface, explorers and pioneers suffered from a lack of water in some places and at 
certain times. Editors of the 1883 Combined History of Edwards, Lawrence and Wabash Counties 
puzzled about this dearth of water: "One of the great fears that the pioneers labored under at 
their coming, was that the place they had chosen would have to be abandoned on account of the 
inability to obtain good water. Wells were sunk to considerable depths, but no water could be ob­
tained only as they filled by the surface flow. We are informed that to-day, water can be reached 
almost anywhere, at the depth of ten or fifteen feet. Science and theory has thus far failed to give 
any satisfactory or intelligent reason for this phenomenon." 38 
t A French league is about two and one-half miles. Ducoigne appears to have misjudged 
distances, making his "league" about two miles long. 
*The big creek is the Fox River. 
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english yet made us to understand by signs that we were out of our way; She 
sent her oldest Son across the Prairie with us to pilot us into the right 
way . . . ; he walked across for about a mile & brot us to a path & then left 
us . . .. . .. We came six miles to Driftwood Creek, or Troublesome River 
or as it is called by the French Inhabitants Embaras, cheifly thro Prairie with 
here & there a little scattered woods. Thence to La Coss six miles, a little to 
the right of the road, this is only at this time a hole with some stagnant water, 
which we were glad to drink of; we found generally only that sort of water 
except here & there, all the way-We since heard that this summer, three men 
who had been the same road several times, & yet made the same mistake as 
we did & at the same place where the Indians put us right, & who afterwards 
lost their way, & wandered 19 days in the wilderness, lost one of their horses 
by the bite of a Snake, which died in 15 minutes after; & who almost perished 
with hunger & thirst. - This day came thirty four miles to a Creek now very 
small, • where we encamped; Here the large black Horseflies as big as the 
small joint of ones little finger, tormented our horses, till near dark, when the 
smoke of our fires drove them off; The large green flies very like Cantharides 
seemed now worse; they are very plenty in these Prairies, I am informed the 
Inhabitants of the Spanish country a little to the southward make use of them 
to blister with. 25 th. At break of Day set forward again .... 
In travelling sometimes thro woods & sometimes Prairies we came to little 
Wabash t in 12 miles; here it very small, & in little better than one mile 
further, came to the other branch of it, *small also; I observe that our road is 
chiefly on a dividing ridge, altho generally very level the heads of the waters 
rise here - The soil is generally very deep & rich the grass & weeds in many 
places being two or three feet higher than a man on horseback; tho the bulk of 
it is up to the saddle skirts of our horses, yet here & there where the Ground 
is Parched & very dry, the Grass & Herbage are thin & very short. - The soil 
is composed of a mixture of Clay sand & loam, The whole well mixed; & 
fertilized by the decay & annual burning of the vegetables for time immem­
orial. Under this is a bed of sandstone at a distance of from 3 to 20 feet from 
the surface according to circumstances; altho where the current of waters have 
gullyed out the ground, there the stone shows itself, & the depth of the soil 
also. - The Prairies require no clearing, they produce hay sufficient for an 
innumerable quantity of Cattle, & altho mixed with weeds, the Cattle eat some 
& separate the rest & get fat upon it.. They may be ploughed at once for they 
have not a single bush upon many of them. 44 
• The small creek is the Fox River. 
t The "little Wabash" at this point is Muddy Creek, which joins the Little Wabash a short 
distance downstream. 
*This is the main stem of the Little Wabash River. 
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On August 24, 1796 Dr. George Hunter crossed the lowermost reach of the 
EmbarrasRiver west of Vincennes. He jotted in his diary, Driftwood Creek, or 
Troufllesome River or as it is called by the French Inhabitants Embaras. 44 
On January 5, 1797 Moses Austin crossed the Embarras where George Hunter had 
crossed a few months earlier. Mr. Austin wrote in his journal, this River at the 
place we cross.d it is six miles from Vincennes. . .. its Not Navigable but would 
be so for many Miles If the loggs was remavd. 29 
After visiting the Spanish town of St. Louis and French towns in the American Bottom 
on the Illinois side of the Mississippi River, George Hunter returned to Kaskaskia. Then 
on the seventh day of September, he reined Dobbin around and headed home to Philadel­
phia, following the same route back to Vincennes. 
· . . as we remembered what we had suffered in the long Prairie on our 
coming this way before, we filled one of our Canteens with water having put 
all our remaining spirit into the other. . . . When we were about half way 
and turned out of the path to search for water, were in the Woods in a bottom 
an almost impenetrable thicket, when An armed Man came upon us .... 
· .. On the 9th . the night towards morning it rained, ... we got up at 4 a.m. 
put on our Cloths & went to search for our horses for they did not answer our 
Call as usual & we got wett going thro the long grass & did not find them for 
3 hours, altho they were not above 200 yards off laying down in the long 
Grass, so that we could not see them had we not gone up a Tree & at the same 
time they chanced to get up being drove by the big Flies; we mounted & set 
out again & travelled fast as we were wet & wished to get in • this day being 
the 10th • which we accomplished with some difficulty, for we had to ride 4 
hours in the night, & the last 2, in so deep and thick a glade that it was 
impossible to see the paths. I had to let the reins lay on the horse's neck & let 
him take his own way, which I found by a glimpse of the moon now & then 
thro the thicket, that we we going a general true course. - at length we came 
to the river Wabash much fatigued & found the huts of some Indians. 44 
"IN OPISITION TO THE ADVICE of the good People of Vincennces," Moses Austin and 
several companions undertook a journey westward from Vincennes across the Embarras 
valley and all the way to Kaskaskia early in 1797. Mr. Austin's journal for January 5 
reads, 
· .. Our Cavalcade Moved forward and passing the Wabash on the Ice we 
arriv.d at and pass.d the River Ambro that Night Where we took up Camp. 
• George Hunter endeavored to arrive back at Vincennes on that day. 
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The Ambro • is about 100 Yards over is fordable at all times in the Year 
except in the Spring when the back water from the Wabash renders it impas­
sible some times for many weeks. this River at the place we cross.d it is six 
miles from Vincennes. It forms a Junction with the Wabash some few Miles 
below the town. its Not Navigable but would be so for many Miles If the 
loggs was removd. 29 
Moses Austin's entourage nearly died in the snow before reaching Kaskaskia, but Austin 
survived to write, 
Notwithstanding the Unpleasent Situation I was in, I could not but be charmed 
with the Country I had pass.d. such Extensive plains, such Beautifull Groves 
of Timber, so Charming and Dilightfully Diversifid, are not to be found, 
perhaps in the Known World. 29 
ON MAY 24, 1819 FELIX RENICK set out from Vincennes across the Embarras valley to 
points farther west. His diary records the scene on that day. 
. . . about 12 0 Clock we cross'd the Wabash River took the left hand road 
which goes down the bank of the river about 4 miles. We then leave the river 
turn to the right across a bottom of two miles width to Ambrass River, t this 
Bottom lies low and is very much inundated and at a high time of water has to 
be ferried all the way from Vincenns, to Ambrass River, *soon after crossing 
Ambrass River, which is about 60 yd. wide at Common water, we enter a wet 
land inclinable to Barrons, timber hiccory Blackoak and some white and 
Barron oak. This kind Land continues with little variation 5 or 6 miles when 
we enter some large Open Prairies of a pretty good quality, round the edges of 
which the timber is black oak hiccory Jack Oak Barron Oak I some Wild 
Cherry and a goodea1 of hezel- the soil is of a dark Mulatto colour to the 
debth of, from one to two feet; when it changes to a redish clay mixed with 
• Ambro = Embarras River. 
t Ambrass River = Embarras River. 
*P.C. Henlein: "A few years later, the state of Illinois began trestling the road between the 
Wabash and the Embarrass rivers -a fabulous project which helped embarrass the state into bank­
ruptcy." 36 
, Felix Renick's taxonomy of oaks is unclear. His "black oak" is likely to refer to Quercus 
velutina, which is now commonly known as black oak. Some related trees such as Q. rubra (red 
oak) might have also been included in Mr. Renick's concept of black oak. He also mentioned 
Jack Oak and Barron Oak. "Jack oak" is a term for scrubby oaks and oak sprouts in general; it is 
likely to have been applied to Q. velutina (black oak) and perhaps Q. marilandica (blackjack oak). 
Barren oak ("barron oak") is an old name for Q. marilandica; the name might have been loosely 
given to any of a number of oaks in the barrens. 
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gravel, • it soon changes again to a yellow and sometimes to a kind of blueish 
white clay which continues from 18 feet to a much greater debth to the rock 
which is sometimes Slate and sometimes Sandstone. The land continue of this 
description with little variation to Higans 18 Miles west of Vincennes; on the 
25th we left Higan's and traveled 32 miles to little Wabash. About one half 
the land we passed over this day is Open prairies nearly of the same descrip­
tion of those we pass'd over in the afternoon of yesterday timbered land wet 
and Barrony timber hiccory black white and Barron oak, the prairies generally 
lie rolling and although they are at present generally dry have a wet appear­
ance, a number of Crawfish holes and some aunt hills though generally 
smoothe and covered with a mixture of short sedge a kind of fine wire grass 
and weeds of different kinds, and at this time when vegitation is in its bloom 
have a grand and beautiful appearance but the water since crossing the Wabash 
very scarce and very bad . . . . 36 
ON NOVEMBER 7, 1819 RICHARD LEE MASON took the same route as Renick had trav­
eled earlier in the year: 
Left Vincennes at 7 o'clock. Crossed the meandering stream, Wabash, into 
Illinois. This river abounds in fish, ducks and geese. Traveled thirty-seven 
miles over rich and elegant prairies. Passed but very few houses in this 
distance. Our poor horses and ourselves almost famished for water. Traveled 
eighteen miles without a drop, and then compelled to use it out of a stagnant 
pool, where thousands of insects considered the water private property. 43 
CHESTER A. LOOMIS EXPLORED the east-central Illinois wilderness during the summer 
of 1825. His account of the trip was published as A Journey on Horseback through the 
Grear West. His journal for July 2 reads as follows: 
I continued a southerly course - passed through Palestine, and towards evening 
reached the Embarrass river at Shaker Mills t (here called the Ambraw river.) 
This stream was too deep to ford with safety, and with some difficulty I hired 
a man to lash two canoes together and ferry me across. After passing the 
river I again entered a flat and open country, and followed obscure traces in a 
south-western direction without finding a house. At this time I was attempting 
to cross a low marshy plain, which for ten miles in length and two in width 
was covered with water from six inches to two feet deep, and grass six feet in 
height. I soon lost the trace or path, in which I entered this marsh, but 
• Mr. Renick's route passed through or close to present-day Red Hills State Park, named for 
the reddish, gravelly soil. 
t Chester Loomis crossed the Embarras River near the line between Crawford and Lawrence 
Counties. There was a settlement called Shaker Mills near the present-day village of Westport, 
less than two miles south of the Crawford-Lawrence County line. There may also have been 
another Shaker Mills not far upstream along the Embarras in southwestern Crawford County. 
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continued to urge my horse forward for two or three hours without the least 
appearance of finding dry land, and apprehending that I had lost the true 
course, as the evening was clouded. I at length gave up the hope of extricat­
ing myself from my unpleasant situation before morning. I halted, but it was 
impossible to dismount without sinking kneedeep in water, and drawing my 
greatcoat around me, I endeavored to protect myself from the cold and damp 
chills of night and the noxious exhalations of the morass, with which I was 
surrounded. After having remained an hour in this situation attentively 
listening to every sound, the distant barking of a dog was heard. No music 
which I had ever heard was so delightful or enlivening as the hoarse howl 
which resounded through these plains and which now saluted my ears. 
Instantly directing my course to the sound, I had the gratification to reach dry 
land within a mile, and soon found the cabin of an Irish emigrant. 41 
Mr. Loomis had floundered in a swampy lowland west of the Embarras River that 
includes The Slough in northwestern Lawrence County. He found shelter for the night 
with a family of nine in a cabin 12 feet square. On the next day he headed west toward 
Vandalia. 
As ASOLDIER IN THE BLACK HAWK WAR, Ninevah Shaw marched across the headwaters 
of the Embarras River between Paris and Urbana in June of 1832. He kept a diary 
during his march. An unnamed companion of Shaw also wrote in the diary. The follow­
ing entries are from both Shaw's hand and from his companion (in italics). 
June 10th. Marched to cherry Grove· -encamped. 
June 11th. Marched to Hickory Grove t 12 mils. and took dinner and from 
thence to Lynn Grovge *18 mils and encamped 
Prairie very rich but a great deal of it very wet and timber very scarce the 
dry part good farming land Lynn grove beautifUl grove ]00 acres in the 
grove good land 
June 12th Marched to big Grove' . 
• Cherry Grove was 14 miles north of Paris, west of Chrisman on Brouillett's Creek (a 
tributary of the Wabash River). 
t Hickory Grove was in the northeast corner of Edgar County, in the headwaters of the 
Brushy Fork of the Embarras River. 
*Ninevah Shaw's "Lynn Grovge" (Linn Grove) was southeast of Philo, on the watershed 
divide between the Embarras River and the Salt Fork of the Vermilion River. 
, Big Grove was along the Salt Fork of the Vermilion River at Urbana. The south edge of 
Big Grove was about a mile north of the northern edge of the Embarras River Area. 
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Big grove a large grove inhabited with a good many Setlers 71 
Ninevah Shaw and his fellow soldiers returned home two months later. The following 
notes were recorded by Shaw's companion, beginning on August 21 as the troops once 
again approached the headwaters of the Embarras River: 
The big grove is a beautiful grove rich land & well timberd beautiful farms all 
round here is the head ofbig Vermilion or the salt fork· the land and 
farms beatiful cross Vermilion timber in the night most all got lost in the 
course 
22d Marchfrom Vermilion to little vermilion 14 miles and stop till evening 
and march to cherry grove 10 1/2 miles 
Between Big Vermilion & little Vermilion is all Prairie and farms all along the 
woods the Prairie near chery grove wet corn not good 
23 March to Paris 14 miles 71 
G.W. FEATHERSTONHAUGH CROSSED the Embarras River on his way from Vincennes to 
Kaskaskia by stagecoach in October 1834. Ten years later the British author wrote, 
Words cannot do justice to the beauty of the prairie we entered upon on cross­
ing the Wabash into the State of Illinois; it was a sort of ocean of land, a few 
trees only being visible in some points of the horizon, as palms are seen in the 
distance on the desert plains of Egypt. We had now a fine smooth road over 
an uniform level, were moving through an interesting Indian country on a 
bright sunny day, and were in high spirits. On crossing the Embarras, a 
stream which intersects the prairie and flows into the Wabash, I saw a superb 
bed of bituminous coal in the bank, on a horizontal level, the extreme depth of 
which was not visible. 
. . . The whole country from Vincennes to the Mississippi is a dead flat, 
resembling some of the moors and wolds of England, occasionally interrupted 
with belts of trees, and swamps with swamp timber growing in them. 28 
It is amusing to observe how the American settlers are doing their very best to 
corrupt all the French names ofplaces: amongst the .rest, they have poetically 
converted the Embarras into the Ambrosia. - G.W. Featherstonhaugh in 1844. 28 
• Thi8 is the Salt Fork of the Vermilion River. The author wrote "big Vermilion" to 
distinguish this stream from the Little Vermilion, which he reached on the following day. 
II 
MARY WASHBURN PARKINSON JOURNEYED with her family by wagon from Ohio to Illi­
nois in 1837. On the evening of July 14 they set out across the prairie west of Paris. 
Friday eve - We commenced a fourteen mile Prairie after we got to Paris, got 
through it as the sun was setting, it was very good some part of the way­
many bad slews. The Doctor got struck twice, the oxen drew him out- The 
Prairies look fine, many kinds of flowers grow on them - and Prairie hens live 
on them, one of the company shot one. 
. . . Saturday 15th - Today have been traveling through Prairie and timber 
both, and got lost in the bargain. We took the wrong road and wallowed 
around the Prairie grass, sometime as high as the horses backs - night came, 
we pitched our tent after mowing the gras down, and was made as comfortable 
as could be expected amongst the Musquetoes. The Embarass river is near us, 
it is narrow and deep enough to run into our wagon, we should have forded it 
tonight had it not been so late, and got out of this hole- houses are scarce­
two, four and six miles apart-
Suruiay, 2 o'clock-Have got along well thus far, and got where there is a 
house, we had no trouble in fording the river only to raise the wagons a little, 
and move some of the things, such as shouldn't get wet - We shall raise our 
tent soon and stay until tomorrow, then we commence a nineteen mile Prairie, 
are now in Poles Country.• 
Moruiay Morning - Are in the middle of the Prairie driving. We come to no 
houses, nor shant till we get across, we carry our water to drink, and milk 
when we please. At night-Have got through the Grand Prairie into the 
timber lands t - we went two miles through woods, then come on Prairie 
again stopping to a house tonight - the Doctor is quite unwell, we all feel as 
though we should never get rested again. 51 
IN MID-JUNE 1839 MR. J. GOULD rode a wagon westward from Paris across the valley 
of the Embarras River: 
Leaving Paris we entered upon the grand prairie. To the north as far as the 
eye can reach, we could see nothing but an ocean of grass; to the south and 
west timber could be seen, but at a great distance. 
• "Poles Country" is most likely the result of a transcriber misreading a hand-written "Coles 
County .., 
t At this point the travelers had crossed the Embarras River valley and reached the forest 
along the Kaskaskia River. 
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· .. Today I made my first acquaintance with those abominable sloughs for 
which Illinois is notorious. Just as we reached the ten mile house a hard rain 
set in, and we were obliged to stop and make the most of wretched accom­
modations. 
The next morning. . .. We travelled four miles over the prairie, when we 
came to a belt of timber and found six miles of the worst road I had yet seen, 
if road it may be called, for in this State no labor is done upon the road except 
to build corduroy bridges over sloughs that have become impassable. In the 
midst of this timber there is a little hamlet of log cabins called Independence, 
though as well known in the vicinity by the name of Pinhook.· . . . About a 
mile from town we came to the Embarass river, and as the ferryman lived half 
a mile on the other side, we found ourselves in an embarrassing situation. 
· .. I thanked my stars that I had not been mad enough to bring my family 
hither, but that they were now enjoying the comforts of home. 
Having at last got the ferryman down to the river, we crossed over .... 
· .. We ... pursued our way over level prairie, so soft that our horses 
tracked deep at every step, but no sloughs. We had to ford one creek about 
three or four feet deep, and at the end of 20 miles we came to the Great 
Okaw t .... 34 
JOHN EDWARD YOUNG KEPT A DIARY in September 1843 as he traveled by horseback 
across the Grand Prairie from Decatur to Paris: 
16th. Came through Decatur ... through the Sangamon timber and Black 
Bird to Snyder's. Timber excellent. Prararies Flat. Corn indifferent. 
Weather clear and Cool. 
17th. Weather fare and cool. Came from Snyder's through the fourteen mile 
prararie, the Okaw *timber and the sixteen mile prararie to the great 
Ambraw. ' Timber scarce but of good quality. Prararies large and flat and 
wet in the interior Corn inferior. 
18th. Weather somewhat clowdy with strong appearances of rain in the west. 
Came through Ambraw Timber, the grand Prararie, through Paris, and entered 
• Independence or Pinhook = Oakland. 
t Great Okaw = Kaskaskia River. 
*Okaw = Kaskaskia River. 
Great Ambraw ~ Embarras River. 
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the Wabash timber and camped about three miles from the State line. 
. . . Prararies flat and wet. 31 
Champaign County 
THE COUNTY SEAT OF URBANA was founded in 1836. In his portrayal of the town 
during the era before the coming of the Illinois Central Railroad in 1854, Judge Joseph 
Cunningham attested, "Dog fennel and other noxious weeds held joint possession of the 
streets." He elaborated about dog fennel ... 
Commonly called May-Weed (Anthemis Cotula.) The weed was not indi­
genous to Illinois, nor the West, but from growing along the highways of the 
Eastern States, was brought gradually to the West by the seed being carried 
upon the wheels of wagons along the highways. Archa Campbell, who made 
his home in Champaign County early in the 'forties, said that, when he came 
here the weed was unknown to the country; but that it made its appearance a 
few years thereafter, first in the State road a few miles east of Urbana, and 
finally took up a permanent abode here and sent its seed farther west. 4 
ON JULY 12, 1857 MIRA CHAFEE wrote to her sister about her new home at Tolono: 
The land was never ploughed until this spring, any where around us it is rich 
and mellow. The prairies are in blossom and you can see a great many 
varieties of flowers. 
The lily is handsomer than our garden lily. We are on the largest prairie in 
the west. It is 200 miles long and about 14 wide, it is rolling a little. As far 
as you can see you just see the trees on the east and the west. It looked like a 
desert when we first came here, the grass was only just starting. Every fall 
they are burnt over. 
You can pasture as many cattle as you want to for nothing, only the trouble of 
going after them nights. What would you think to see 20 yoke of oxen all 
plowing at one time, four yokes in a team. They farm on a large scale here. 
Some have 75 yoke all at work. 
. . . There are no roads only across the prairies where teams have been. 46 
A LARGE PART OF RAYMOND TOWNSHIP was once owned by cattleman Michael Sulli­
vant. According to the History o/Champaign County, "For many years this section went 
by the name of the 'Red-root' district, • but was changed by Sullivant to 'Broad­
• Perhaps the name of the Red-root District commemorates an abundance of redroot, or New 
Jersey tea (Ceanothus americanus). 
14 
land,' • which name it still retains." This 1878 volume characterizes land adjoining the 
Embarras River in Sadorus Township as "heavily timbered." 16 
FURTHER DESCRIPTIONS of the former vegetation and natural environment of Champaign 
County are in Early Accounts of the Ecology of the Headwaters Area. 70 
Clark County 
THE 1875 VOLUME OF THE Geological Survey of Illinois informs us, 
Bowlders of granite, syenite, trap, porphyry, quartzite, etc., many of them of 
large size, are abundant in the drift deposits of this county, and nuggets of 
native copper and galena are occasionally met with, having been transported 
along with the more massive bowlders, by the floating ice, which seems to 
have been the main transporting agency of our drift deposits. 
. . . The soil is generally a chocolate-colored sandy loam, where the surface is 
rolling, but darker colored on the flat prairies, and more mucky, from the 
large per cent. of humus which it contains. The prairies are generally of small 
size, and the county is well timbered with the following varieties: white oak, 
red oak, black oak, pin oak, water oak, shell bark t and pignut hickory, 
beech, poplar, black and white walnut, white and sugar maple, slippery and 
red elm, *hackberry, linden, quaking asp, wild cherry, honey locust, red 
birch, sassafras, pecan, coffee nut, black gum, white and blue ash, dogwood, 
red-bud, sycamore, cottonwood, buckeye, persimmon, willow, etc. The 
bottom lands along the small streams, and the broken lands in the vicinity of 
the Wabash bluffs sustain a very heavy growth of timber, and fine groves are 
also found skirting all the smaller streams and dotting the uplands in the 
prairie region. 75 
WILLIAM HENRY PERRIN'S 1883 volume about the history of Clark County describes eco­
logical features of several townships in and near the Embarras River Area. The first 
township to be described is Marshall: 
The site of this township was originally occupied by what was termed in the 
vernacular of the frontier, a "barren," -debatable ground where the wild fires 
• The village of Broadlands is in neighboring Ayers Township. 
t Shell bark hickory = Carya ovata (shagbark hickory), not C. /aciniosa, which is now 
commonly called shellbark hickory. 
*White walnut = Jug/ans cinerea (butternut); white maple = Acer saccharinum (silver 
maple). The identity of "slippery and red elm" is perplexing because both names have often been 
applied to the same species, Ulmus rubra. 
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and timber met on somewhat equal terms and either might claim the mastery. 
. . . In the vicinity of Mill and Big Creeks the timber early gained the ascen­
dancy and clothed the somewhat broken land adjoining these streams with a 
heavy forest growth, but elsewhere the township was generally covered with 
an almost impenetrable undergrowth of willow, hazel, and blackjack, • while 
here and there, towering above the underbrush, an occasional shag-bark 
hickory flaunted its lofty top. This formed a paradise for wild or "Congress 
hogs" as they were called, t narrow paths of which ramified this dense copse. 
Cattle early learned to find their way here to pick the young prairie grass that 
was found here and there in the open glades. During the first half of the year 
the unfortunate frontiersman, who found himself here by accident or in quest 
of stock, was obliged to wade in about six inches of water which covered the 
ground with disagreeable uniformity. Later in the year the surplus moisture 
drained and dried off, and here and there the sunny exposures bore consider­
able quantities of delicious wild strawberries that attracted the early settlers 
from the older towns of York and Darwin, and game of all sorts recognizing 
here a natural retreat, made it an attractive resort for the hunter. 53 
Casey Township: 
The greater portion of the township is a beautiful prairie, which for fertility 
can not be surpassed by any similar amount of territory in the county. The 
soil, which is a deep black loam, is unsurpassed for agricultural purposes and 
produces large crops of com, as well as the other cereals, without the aid of 
fertilizers or artificial stimulants of any kind. With a judicious rotation of 
crops, the land could be cultivated for an indefinite period, without any serious 
deterioration in its productive qualities. The prairies in their natural state were 
very wet, owing to the impervious nature of the clay sub-soil, and covered 
with a growth of grass so dense as to completely exclude the sun's rays from 
the ground. At that time the country gave but little promise of what it has 
since attained by being brought under cultivation. The broken land of the 
township is restricted to the northeast comer and to a narrow belt skirting 
Turkey Run. The greater portion of this land has been cleared of the heavy 
growth of timber with which it was originally covered and brought under 
cultivation, and in its productive qualities it ranks with the prairie soil, 
especially in the growth of wheat. 
. . . For several years farming was conducted on rather a limited scale, owing 
to the wet condition of the soil, which precluded the possibility of raising any 
crop, save a little com of a very poor quality. 53 
• "Blackjack" is a pioneer-era term denoting oak brush and scrubby oak trees. The term is 
not specific to blackjack oak (Quercus lTUIriiandica). 
t Free-ranging swine were called Congress hogs because they were set out to forage on 
"Congress land" -that is, Federal land that had not yet been claimed by a speculator or farmer. 
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Westfield Township: 
The native woods contain all varieties of timber known in this region, walnut 
along the deep black loam of the creek bottoms, and oak, maple, ash, etc., on 
the light clay of the uplands. 
. . . Maple sugar was manufactured largely and considerable quantities sold. 
The whole family and sometimes two or three families united and spent the 
season where the best trees were to be found, making from five to eight 
hundred pounds which was marketed at Vincennes or Terre Haute for cash. 53 
Martinsville Township: 
The township originally was pleasantly diversified with prairie and woodland. 
The prairie portion is made up of Parker Prairie, which occupies the northwest 
comer, and Dolson Prairie, which extends through the central part of the 
township from the northern to the southern boundary. The surface of the 
prairie is gently undulatory, and when first pressed by the feet of white men 
was covered with a dense growth of tall grass, interspersed with numerous 
flowers of almost every hue, which gave the country the appearance of a vast 
garden. 
The original condition of the soil was wet and slushy owing to the hard clay 
subsoil, beneath which the water could not penetrate. This moisture, together 
with the vast amount of decaying vegetable matter which had rotted upon the 
ground for centuries, proved the prolific source of many of the malarial 
diseases with which the early settlers were afflicted. As the country became 
populated artificial drainage was resorted to, and the parts that were formerly 
looked upon as next to worthless have been reclaimed, and are now the best 
farming districts in the township. The soil is a rich black loam, varying in 
depth from fifteen inches to two feet, and can not be excelled for agricultural 
purposes. The broken parts of the township are confined principally to the 
eastern and western parts, and were originally heavily timbered with oak and 
hickory. Along the water courses, walnut was found in limited quantities, and 
elms of gigantic sizes were to be seen at intervals; much of the best timber 
land has been cleared, and the ground put in cultivation. The soil in the 
timber and on the more elevated portions is light and largely clay mixed. It is 
far inferior to the prairie soil for farming purposes but yet by careful tillage it 
returns fair crops of wheat, oats, com and the other cereals. 53 
Dolson Township: 
The luxuriant forest growth which once covered these portions of the township 
has largely given way to meadow land and grain field, save where each 
farmer's woodland gives token of what the country was before disturbed by 
the innovation of the settler. The timber consists of the varieties common to 
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this part of the State, and, at the time the first settlements were made, was 
entirely devoid of undergrowth, owing to the prevalence of fires, which swept 
over the country in the fall of every year. Dolson prairie, from which this 
division derived its name, occupies the central part of the township, extending 
from the northern to the southern boundary, and presents one of the finest 
agricultural regions to be found within the limits of the county. Its surface is 
gently undulating, and was originally covered with a dense growth of tall 
grass, which attested the fertile quality of the soil beneath, which was not 
brought into cultivation until several years had elapsed from the date of the 
first settlement, on account of its wet, slushy nature, and the prevalent belief 
that it was totally unfit for farming purposes. In time, however, this delusive 
belief was dispelled by the enterprising settlers who first turned over the tough 
sod, and who were rewarded for their labors by ample crops .... 
. . . Christian Clapp built a water mill on Mill Creek about the year 1840, 
which proved a very successful enterprise. It was extensively patronized, 
and, during the first two years after its erection, was kept running almost 
constantly, in order to supply the great demand for flour and meal. . .. The 
mill was kept running for about twelve years. 53 
Anderson Township: 
The area ... was originally covered with a heavy growth of timber, including 
all the varieties common to this vicinity, and pleasantly watered by Mill Creek 
and its tributaries. 
. . . Its settlement was delayed until about 1836, though for some years before 
it was occupied by a remnant of a band of the Kickapoo Indians and certain 
squatters and hunters who found plenty of game and pleasant surroundings 
here. ... The Indians had long before ceded this country to the whites and 
were but little seen here. For only one or two seasons did they return for the 
purpose of hunting and sugar making on their old familiar grounds when they 
left for their reservations west of the Mississippi. 53 
Orange Township: 
The forest growth of the township comprises the varieties of timber common 
to Southern Illinois, and was at one time the source of considerable revenue to 
the lumber merchants, several of whom operated saw-mills at different points 
along Willow Creek. The walnut and poplar, once so numerous, have long 
since disappeared, and the most valuable timber now standing is oak, of which 
several varieties are found growing in abundance. The prairies, in their 
natural state, were covered with a dense growth of grass, so tall that a person 
riding through it would be entirely hidden from view, and so thick that the 
sun's rays were entirely excluded from the soil beneath. As a consequence the 
ground was always damp and slushy, and served as the breeding place of 
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myriads of green-headed flies, • the common enemy of man and beast. These 
pests together with the miasma that lurked in the dank decaying vegetation 
caused the pioneers to shun this part of the country and select for their homes 
more eligible sites, as they supposed, along the water courses and in the 
woodlands. Some of the best farms in the country were improved from these 
lands that were once looked upon as comparatively valueless. The township 
rests upon a clay subsoil which is covered with an alluvial mold in the prai­
ries, varying in depth from eighteen inches to two feet, and is well adapted to 
almost every variety of grain and fruit indigenous to Southern Illinois. The 
soil in the wooded districts is lighter and more clay mixed and not so well 
calculated for general farming as the prairies. It produces good wheat, to 
which it seems peculiarly adapted and by proper tillage, good crops of the 
other cereals can be raised also. There are some fine grazing sections in 
different parts of the township, and considerable attention is being given to 
stock-raising, an industry too long neglected in this part of the State. 53 
Melrose Township: 
The surface is somewhat broken in the northern and eastern parts, and along 
the course of Raccoon Creek which rising in the northwest part flows diagon­
ally through the township. Just north of the center the surface seems to be 
marked by an elevation which divides the natural drainage, sending off a 
branch due eastward to Mill Creek, and another branch near the northern 
border in the same direction to the same stream. This part of the township 
was originally well covered with a large growth of the various kinds of oak 
and hickory, and in the eastern part with maples as well. The prairie land was 
chiefly in the western part where an arm of Dolson prairie invades the town­
ship. A small prairie of a few hundred acres, known as Crow's Prairie, is 
situated in the southeastern part. These lands were originally low and wet and 
were marked by the growth of some walnut timber. There was but little 
undergrowth, however, in any part of the township, and it is said that an ox­
goad t could not be procured short of the Wabash River. * The soil varies 
with the character of the surface; that of the woodland being chiefly a light 
clay, admirable for the culture of wheat, and that of the prairie being a black 
loam with clay subsoil, better adapted to corn raising. 53 
• Green-headed flies are now known as deer flies. 
t Roy Moore described an ox-goad, or ox gad: "The driver of an ox team required consider­
able skill in the management of his oxen. He carried a gad, which consisted of a long pole, at the 
end of which was a lash. By means of this he could touch up the lazy or refractory ox that was 
trying to shirk its share of the load. . .. The gad was frequently used to cut off the head of some 
noisy prairie bird or of a snake that happened to raise its head above the grass." 47 
*The Wabash River flows within two miles of Melrose Township at the closest point. 
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Johnson Township: 
The surface in the northern and central portions is pleasantly situated, being 
principally a fine rolling prairie, in some places almost level, but nowhere 
without sufficient slope to drain the surface water. Elsewhere throughout the 
township the land is more undulating, the principal irregularities being in the 
eastern part along the North Fork of the Embarras River, where for several 
miles on both sides of the stream the country is considerably broken and in 
some places precipitous bluffs are to be seen. This creek which affords the 
principal drainage of this region is the only stream of note in the western part 
of the county. . .. The current is very sluggish, having a fall of but three and 
a half feet per mile, and during the spring freshets and rainy seasons is not 
sufficient to carry off the water which flows into it. 
As a consequence the bottom through which the creek runs is frequently 
overflowed, and entire crops sometimes completely destroyed. Many persons 
have abandoned farming on these lowlands altogether, and use them for 
grazing purposes only. 
This township is very well timbered, fully two-thirds of its area being wood­
land. The best timber is found in the eastern and western parts and along the 
various water-courses, and consists principally of the following varieties: 
walnut, hickory, poplar, maple, ash, linn, • some beech, and several different 
kinds of oak, elm and sycamore grow along the streams, and sometimes attain 
gigantic size. 
Much valuable timber was ruthlessly destroyed by the first settlers in clearing 
up their farms, which, if standing to-day would be worth more than double 
what the lands would bring at the highest market price. A number of saw­
mills were erected on the North Fork in an early day, and for years the lumber 
business was an important industry in this part of the country, consequently 
but little walnut and poplar are left standing. 
. . . In the fall of 1833 a man a man by name of Ingraham settled in the north­
eastern part of the township. . .. . .. In one of his hunting tours, he discov­
ered a salt spring near the North Fork from which he afterward manufactured 
salt, not only for his own use, but in quantities sufficient for the entire neigh­
borhood .... 53 
Parker Township: 
Another early mill was erected by Hibbard on the North Fork in the south part 
of Parker. This was a water mill in a log building, and was afterward sold to 
• Linn (lynn, linden) ~ TWa americana (eastern basswood). 
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the Johnson brothers. It continued doing business for some ten years, when it 
was abandoned. Clark Nichols also constructed a water mill on the North 
Fork in the southern part of the township. It served the purpose of its con­
struction for about five years. 53 
Douglas Township: 
The greater part of the surface is rolling and broken, though quite an extensive 
tract in the southwest corner is comparatively level and was originally known 
as the "barrens." This part at one time was wet and swampy and covered 
with a growth of willows, and small jack oak, • and for many years was 
looked upon by the settlers as being totally unfit for agricultural purposes. A 
class of thrifty Germans, attracted by the fertile quality of the soil, settled in 
this part of the township in an early day, and after several years hard work 
ditching, and clearing away the thick scrubby growth, succeeded in bringing 
quite a large tract into cultivation. It is at the present time looked upon as the 
most valuable farm land in the township, and possesses a deep rich soil, well 
adapted to all the crops raised in this part of the country. The soil in the more 
broken portions, though largely clay, contains sufficient alluvium to insure 
remunerative crops of all kinds. In the depressed portions among the hills and 
along the water-courses, the earth is thoroughly mingled with decaying vege­
table matter, a portion of which has been washed in by past inundations. This 
land is very easily tilled and produces abundant crops of wheat, corn, rye, 
oats, barley, grass etc., etc. 
The township is watered and drained by Big Creek and its tributaries. 
· . . The portion of country through which this stream passes is very broken 
and was originally covered with a heavy forest growth of oak, beech, maple, 
walnut and a number of other varieties, and was known among the early 
settlers as the wet woods. 53 
Coles County 
J.M. PECK'S 1837 Gazetteer ofIllinois has the following entries regarding Coles County: 
The streams are not large; they generally run over a bed of sand, and afford 
many good mill seats. 
· .. Ashmore's Settlement . .. fifteen miles north of Charleston, and on the 
east side of the Embarras. Timber and prairie good. 
· .. Embarras Settlement. . . . I have given this name to an extensive tract 
of country thinly populated, extending along the west side of the Embarras, 
• Scrubby oak trees, sprouts, and brush were called jack oak. 
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and north of Charleston. The quality of the land is on a medium with the rest 
of Coles county. South of Charleston, and on the same side, the country is 
thinly settled. 52 
A BIOGRAPIDCAL SKETCH OF JOHN RiCHMAN, one of the first white men to reside along 
the upper Embarras River, provides some impressions of the valley's biota in the early 
l840s. The author of Mr. Richman's biography, Dr. Hiram Rutherford, recalled first 
meeting Richman in February 1841 at a farm sale along Brush Creek (now called the 
Little Embarras River), three miles southeast of Oakland. 
Dr. Rutherford related that he had made his way to the sale "through the jack-oak 
brush." John Richman had come to the sale hoping that someone in the crowd had seen 
his pet deer, which had escaped from its pen. Someone asked, "How will you find that 
deer among the brush, the thickets, and the long grass?" Undaunted, Richman spent 
"two days roaming over the barrens and river bluffs" near St. Omar, two miles north of 
Ashmore. 62 
In the summer of 1842 Dr. Rutherford paid a house call at the residence of John 
Richman, which was "by the calamus patch in the fair grounds." A fellow pioneer told 
Rutherford of meeting Richman in the fall of 1830 along Brush Creek, where Richman 
had "six bee trees marked in the woods. " 62 
IN MARCH 1845 LUCINDA RUTHERFORD of Oakland wrote to her mother back in Penn­
sylvania, "I am as yet very well pleased with the country. . .. This is a splendid 
country to live in, we have our hazel thickets, where the nuts grow by thousands, and 
acers of plum trees, which will soon be in full bloom. We want for nothing but the 
friends we left behind." 35 
The 1875 Geological Survey of Illinois says of Coles County, "The greater portion of 
its surface is prairie, though there are belts of excellent timber skirting all the water 
courses, and the southeastern part of the county along the Embarras and its tributaries 
is heavily timbered." 77 This report continues, 
The prairies in this county, which constitute by far the greater portion of its 
surface, have a deep, black, loamy soil, highly fertile, and ranking among the 
best prairie lands in the State. On the timbered ridges adjacent to the streams 
the soil is thinner, but nevertheless productive . . .. On these ridges oak and 
hickory is the prevailing timber, but as the surface becomes more level toward 
the prairie region, we also find elm, linden, hackberry, wild cherry and honey 
locust, and on the bottom lands along the streams cottonwood, sycamore, ash, 
red birch, willow, coffeenut, black walnut, white and sugar maple, etc., etc. 77 
THE 1879 History ofColes County contains a wealth of information about ecological fea­
tures of the region: 
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· . . the prairies form a notable feature in the topography of the county, the 
soil in them being invariably deep, rich and productive. The original prairie 
grass grew very rank, often higher than a man's head. As a rule, the prairies 
occupy the high land and the timber the low land, though there are some 
exceptions to this. Timber abounds in the county, but is mostly confined to 
the valleys of the water-courses. The varieties consist of all the kinds of oak, 
hickory, walnut, elm, maple or sugar tree, cottonwood, hackberry and perhaps 
some others. There are still some very fine sugar orchards • in the valley of 
the Embarrass River. 
· .. Every land-owner was of the opinion he must have a piece of timber-land. 
It was believed that the settlement and improvement of the country would 
render it eventually scarce. At one time, timber-land sold more readily, and 
for a higher price than prairie. Such, however, is not now the case, and a 
half-century of experience finds still an abundance of timber for all practical 
purposes. 
· .. The Embarrass ... is a beautiful stream. . .. Before the days of rail­
ways and lightning news-carriers, this river was navigable, for an early statute 
of Illinois so declared it to be. During the time the law was in force, numer­
ous vessels were built on this river, at a point near what is now known as 
Blakeman's Mill, and which went by the high-sounding name of the "boat­
yard." Some of these vessels went down and out of the Embarrass, and down 
the Wabash, Ohio and Mississippi to New Orleans, and others foundered in 
the "Dark Bend," t a spot where the sun never shines, except at high noon. 
These vessels were called flatboats, and were usually loaded with the surplus 
products of the country, consisting of such articles as would be of small loss if 
they never reached a market. 
· .. Seven miles north and west of Charleston, in Hickory Township, standing 
out in the open prairie, are what is called the Seven Hickories. They acquired 
that name because formerly there were just seven hickory trees constituting all 
there was of the grove, and what seems somewhat singular is, that hickory is 
a species of timber that never grows in the prairies. The original trees have 
paid the debt of nature, but a numerous progeny still survive. In Humbolt 
Township near the village of the same name, on a little stream called Flat 
Branch, is the Blue-Grass Grove. It was formerly a camping-place of the 
Indians, and their ponies ate out the wild grass, when the blue-grass, as it 
• Groves of sugar maples that were tapped for maple sap were sometimes called sugar 
orchards. 
t The Dark Bend is a great curve in the Embarras River below Sainte Marie in southeastern 
Jasper County, extending downstream between Southwest and Martin Townships in Crawford 
County. 
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invariably does in this country, sprang up spontaneously in its place. It thus 
became the first blue-grass "patch" in the county, and hence the name of Blue­
Grass Grove. 72 
Regarding Mattoon Township, the editors of this volume stated, "The best timber has 
long been cut away for use in the settlement of the country, what is left being used 
chiefly for firewood." 72 
Ashmore Township: "This town is pretty well divided between prairie and woodland, 
the latter, perhaps, predominating to some extent. Its timber is principally oak, hickory, 
sugar-maple, and a light scattering of walnut. " 72 
Pleasant Grove Township: "It originally was nearly all covered with a dense growth of 
good timber, hence the township is among the earliest settled in the county." 
The timber originally found in this township, much of which yet remains, is 
composed of all varieties indigenous to this part of Illinois. The most valuable 
is now nearly all gone, that remaining consisting of a more common kind, and 
used chiefly for fire-wood and fencing. As much of this abounds, but little, if 
any, coal is used in the township. 
. . . The main surface of Pleasant Grove Township is somewhat undulating in 
appearance. There is not much wet land to be found in its borders. A few 
swamps are here and there to be seen, but these admit of easy drainage, and 
will, in time, all be brought under cultivation. 
On Section 23, in this township, exists a natural curiosity. On a spot of 
ground, covering about one-half acre in extent, are ten springs, each sending 
forth a stream of remarkably cold water, highly impregnated with different 
medicinal qualities. What is strange, is that no two springs are alike in the 
quality of water they emit. One spring will be highly impregnated with 
carbonate of soda, while near it will be another impregnated with iron, another 
with chloride of sodium, and so on - as many different waters as there are 
springs. As all are medicinal in their qualities, many persons resort here for 
the cure of various diseases which these waters are supposed to benefit. 
Indeed, many are bettered by coming here, and it is the intention to fit up a 
place, so that accommodations can be furnished those desiring to come. The 
springs are now owned by Dr. Halbrook, who keeps, temporarily, many 
patients in his house, near the springs. The place evidences being a favorite 
resort of the Indians, as a great abundance of relics of these aboriginal inhabi­
tants are found here. • 72 
• The 1906 History of Coles County calls this spot the Coles County Mineral Springs, and 
gives the location as "about two and a half miles south of Lema, near the middle of Section 23." 8 
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"BREAKING PRAIRIE" from The History of Coles County (1879) 
Paradise Township: "Much valuable timber has been removed from her groves, since 
the days of the early pioneers, and still there is much remaining. In different parts may 
be seen large tracts of woodland, from which the underbrush has been removed, well set 
in blue grass, which yields excellent pasturage. " 72 
Hutton Township: "At the time of the early settlement of Hutton, it contained much fine 
timber-land, though about half of the town, perhaps, is prairie." 72 
La Fayette Township: "The groves and timber along the streams furnished, in early 
days, a good supply of building-timber. This has largely been removed since the settle­
ment began, leaving only a growth inferior in size and quality, and chiefly used for fire­
wood." 72 
East Oakland Township: "The town contained, originally, much fine timber, of all the 
different varieties common in this portion of the State, and, although a great deal of it 
has been consumed, there is still left enough for all practical purposes." 72 
Morgan Township: "Giant oaks, spreading elms, towering walnuts, waving cotton­
woods, with their trembling leaves, and many other magnificent forest-trees grew here 
in almost endless profusion." 72 
Seven Hickory Township: 
The township took its name from a remarkable grove of hickory-trees situated 
toward the southwest part. This grove is said to have originally consisted of 
seven immense trees, standing alone in their grandeur, monarchs of all they 
surveyed. . .. From their size when seen by settlers about 1824 or 1825, 
they must have been more than a century old . . . . 
Another small grove, known as Anderson's Grove, exists in another part of the 
township. It is, however, quite small, and has never yielded trees above a 
mediocre height and size, or of a quality suitable for building purposes. A 
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curious growth of sassafras-trees has sprung up on the farm of Jesse O'Hair 
since he settled there. . .. the trees have come up in the last quarter-century, 
and are of a good size. 72 
Humboldt Township: 
The southwestern portion of the township is rather flat, but has sufficient fall 
to admit of drainage, and, by means of open ditching and underground tiling, 
extensively employed in the past few years, many broad and fertile acres 
heretofore left uncultivated have been reduced to a high state of cultivation. 
These low lands, when effectually drained, are richer and more productive 
than the higher lands in the immediate vicinity. 72 
THE 1906 History of Coles County describes the former flow of streams in the county: 
They carried larger quantities of water then than they do now - a condition in 
those early days, which was due not so much, perhaps, to a greater rainfall 
(although that was somewhat larger then), as to the vast quantities of water 
stored and retained in the sloughs and ponds upon the prairies, and which fed 
their waters gradually and constantly to the streams, thus keeping up the flow 
during the dry season and augmenting it in times of heavy rains. The Embar­
ras, Kaskaskia and Little Wabash in early days were all navigable streams for 
small craft for a considerable distance above their mouths, and both state and 
national appropriations were made for their improvement as such. 8 
The current of some Coles County streams was sufficient to supply power for mills. The 
1906 History of Coles County mentions some of the water-powered mills: 
John Tully started a water-mill at the south edge of the county near Johnstown, 
about 1831-32. It was then converted into a horse-mill, and still later into a 
tread-mill. 
. . . Several early attempts were made to erect water-mills on the Ambraw 
west of Oakland, but the floods swept them away. One started by Mr. Chadd, 
however, ran for several years. 
. . . David Weaver and George Oliver started a water-power saw-mill on the 
west side of the Ambraw early, and one of their industries was to send lumber 
and hoop poles down the river on flat boats, to the larger settlements. 8 
This volume depicts the woodlands, shrublands, and grasslands of early Coles County: 
Timber was abundant in early days, and many splendid forest "monarchs" 
were found here by the first settlers, measuring from four to six, and some 
even seven, feet in diameter. This timber bordered all the large streams and 
followed the smaller creeks back several miles, in many places, away from the 
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The Embarrass, or Ambraw, as it is almost universally pronounced is a beautiful 
stream - History of Coles County (1879). 72 
main river. Along the Embarras the timber belt varied from two to six miles 
in width .. 
The kinds of trees found here were: Oak of several varieties, including white, 
black, red, burr, pin, water, post, scrub, chinquapin and jack-oak; Walnut­
black and white (or butternut); Hickory of the kind variously called shag-bark, 
shell-bark, and scaly-bark, the pignut and swamp hickory; Elm - white and 
red; Maple - several varieties, including the sugar-trees, which, in some 
places, were numerous enough for the settlers to have their "sugar camps," 
converting the sap each spring into delicious syrup and sugar; honeylocust, 
linden, cottonwood, sycamore, buckeye, pecan, mulberry, wild cherry, box­
elder, birch, hackberry, basswood, quaking asp, gum, willow, thorn, beech, 
sassafras and persimmon.• 
Interspersed between and among this larger timber, some of these varieties 
extending farther into the prairie region, were red-bud, dog-wood, paw-paw, 
sumach, plum (of many varieties and producing its fruit in "wagon loads"), 
crabapple, spicebush, greenbrier, hazel, black and red haw, prickly ash, wafer 
ash and ironwood. 
There were splendid great grape vines of the fall-grape, winter-grape and fox­
grape varieties, which furnished enormous quantities of their fruit, some of 
which was converted into wine by the early settlers. 
Another vine that the pioneer's children early learned to shun, was the poison 
IVy. 
. . . In and bordering upon the timber and thickets, were many fruit-bearing 
small shrubs and vines, as blackberry, raspberry, gooseberry, elderberry, wild 
currents, dewberry, buckberry and others. These, in their season, all added 
variety to the pioneer's bill of fare and were made into jams and preserves for 
winter use. 
. . . The first comers here said that there were only seven hickory trees in 
Hickory Grove originally, and no other timber of any kind; but it soon spread 
and developed into a large grove, not alone of hickory but gradually of other 
• This Coles County list was derived largely from the list for Clark County in the Geological 
Survey of Illinois. Beech probably did not grow uaturally in Coles Couuty. 
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species of timber. Those trees were near the northeast comer of Section 20, 
in T. 13 R. 9. 
Between the tracts of timber and surrounding these groves was the prairie 
land, not attractive as a place of settlement in those early days, because of the 
water that covered so much of its surface in some seasons of the year and 
because wood for fuel and other purposes was needed near at hand. All the 
lower parts of this comparatively level prairie were covered with water a part 
of each year, and, in many places, a horse could swim in it after a time of 
much rain. The writer, when a boy, in the winter of 1860-61 went with a 
friend some seven miles north of Charleston, starting early in the morning to 
make the trip on foot. There was thin ice upon the ponds and sloughs, not 
strong enough to bear one up. Each step was through the thin ice and into 
slush or water. Upon various stages of the trip we were obliged to go around, 
or "coon" the occasional fences, over long stretches of water, so that our 
destination was not reached until in the afternoon. The worst of these 
"sloughs" we encountered was fully one-fourth of a mile across, and, per­
haps, from three to five feet deep in the middle. That slough was in Section 
10-13-9, and one visiting that neighborhood now, would never suspect its 
former "moist" condition. 
. . . All that prairie country in Illinois, lying between the waters which flow 
into the Mississippi and those which fall into the Wabash, was named by the 
pioneers "The Grand Prairie." Therefore, all the treeless land in Coles 
County west of the Embarras River was a part of "The Grand Prairie." There 
was some confusion in early days, growing out of the fact that the citizens of 
Crawford, Clark and Edgar Counties insisted on calling the tract of prairie 
land between the Embarras and Wabash Rivers "Grand Prairie." 
Upon these prairies grew mainly that coarse verdure known simply as "prairie 
grass"; interspersed, however, were some other varieties of grasses and many 
kinds of weeds and flowering plants. The prairie dock grew ten feet high. 
The compass plant, or "rosinweed," made many spots a blaze of yellow glory 
in the fall. In ponds and swampy places grew several varieties of water 
plants, as pond-lilies, cat-tail flags, etc. Upon the drier parts of the prairie 
were, in many places, acres of wild strawberries which, in their season, fur­
nished another luxury for the pioneer's table. 
. . . Brush Creek· was given its name by the early settlers of Edgar County, 
on account of the fact that the stream along its headwaters in Edgar was in 
early days heavily bordered with thickets of willows of small growth, briers, 
etc. The timber belt, once so heavy and broad . . . on Brush Creek, has been 
reduced to small dimensions. 
• Brush Creek = Little Embarras River. 
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· .. The value of blue grass was early recognized. At first, however, some of 
the pioneers looked upon it with suspicion. One Muddy Point settler, noticing 
its facility to spread, became uneasy lest it should take the place, so at odd 
times he went about with a spade digging up and turning over every clump of 
blue grass. 
· . . The settlers had learned by experience that the prairie soil was richer and 
more easily cultivated than the timber land, and it became a pressing question 
as to the best and cheapest means of removing the surplus water which cov­
ered so much of the land during the crop season. 
· .. The best land was that which originally had the most water on it; and a 
man who was familiar with the county thirty years ago, and who has been 
absent since, would on going over it now, marvel at the change. 8 
Crawford County 
FROM THE 1837 Gazetteer of Illinois: 
Grand Prairie, in Crawford county. The tract of prairie between the Embar­
ras and Wabash rivers, commencing in Crawford county, and running north­
ward through Clark and Edgar into Vermilion county, is called Grand prairie, 
by the citizens of those counties. It is not of great width, interspersed with 
long points of timber on the streams, and frequently throwing out arms of 
prairie land between those streams. 
The prairie soil in this region is not equal in quality to that further north and 
west. With the exception of the sand prairies along the Wabash, the soil is 
thinner, less undulating, and more inclined to be wet. 52 
STATE GEOLOGIST AMos H. WORTHEN penned the following about Crawford County for 
Volume VI of the Geological Survey of Illinois (1875): 
· .. the surface is generally rolling, and was originally mostly covered with 
timber. Subsequently a considerable portion of this timbered area has been 
cleared and brought under cultivation, though there is still remaining an 
abundance of timber to supply the present, and also the prospective demand 
for many years. 
· .. The prairies are generally small, and are for the most part rolling, and are 
mainly confined to the northern and western portions of the county, and to the 
bottom and terrace lands adjacent to the Wabash river. 
· .. Small bowlders are frequently met with in the branches, but large ones 
are quite uncommon, and they are more frequently derived from the limestone 
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and hard sandstone of the adjacent Coal Measure beds than from the meta­
morphic rocks beyond the confines of the State, though some of the latter may 
be seen. 
. . . The upland prairies have a chocolate-colored soil not so rich in humus 
as the black prairie soils of Central Illinois, but yielding fair crops of corn, 
wheat, oats, clover, etc. On the timbered lands the soil is somewhat variable. 
Where the surface is broken the soil is thin, but on the more level portions, 
where the growth is composed in part of black walnut, sugar tree, linden, 
hackberry and wild cherry, the soil is very productive, and yields annually 
large crops of all the cereals usually grown in this latitude. The varieties of 
timber observed in this county were the common species of oak and hickory, 
black and white walnut, white and sugar maple, slippery and red elm, honey 
locust, linden, hackberry, ash, red birch, cottonwood, sycamore, coffee nut, 
black gum, pecan, persimmon, paw-paw, red thorn, crab apple, wild plum, 
sassafras, red bud, dog-wood, iron-wood, etc. 76 
IN AN 1883 BOOK ABOUT Crawford County, I.H. Battle depicted the natural landscape 
of Robinson Township: 
A well traveled trail led up from Vincennes, through Palestine to Vandalia, 
and later a mail route was marked by a bridle path from Palestine through the 
central part of Robinson. The whole country, however, was open to travel. 
There was but little to obstruct the way, or even the view. Deer could be seen 
as far as the eye would reach, and travelers found it necessary only to avoid 
the low prairie land which throughout the summer was so wet as to allow a 
horse to mire to the hock-joint. These lands have since proven the best farm­
ing property in the country, but were originally so wet as to be entered only as 
a last resort. The settler once here, the neighborhood which extended for 
miles about, was summoned and a cabin raised. 
. . . The home once secured, attention was then turned to the preparation of a 
crop for the next season's support. "Clearing" did not form an onerous part 
in the first work of the farm. The principal growth was brush, which necessi­
tated a good deal of pains-taking "grubbing," and then the firm sod was turned 
by the plow. 53 
Mr. Battle described the site where Robinson was founded in 1843: "The forty acres 
thus constituted were prairie land partially covered with a heavy undergrowth of brush 
with here and there a large tree, and skirted with considerable heavy timber." • 53 
In the same 1883 volume, a.N. Berry portrayed Licking Township: 
• A 1909 volume states that the site where Robinson was founded "was prairie land, bordered 
by dense timber, and partly covered with thick brush." 2 
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These prairies possess a gently undulating surface, and a rich gray loam soil 
which is well adapted for agricultural purposes. The subsoil is clay, which 
renders farming, during wet seasons, rather difficult, owing to its impervious 
nature. The wooded portions of the township are more uneven, and along the 
various water-courses by which the country is drained the land is somewhat 
irregular and broken. The original forest growth consisted of various species 
of oak, black and white walnut, sugar maple, elm, sycamore, ash, hickory, 
sassafras, persimmon, locust, and a number of other varieties. The under­
growth consists of hazel, sumac, dog-wood, spice-bush, paw-paw, grape, wild 
plum, etc. The immediate valleys of the streams in the southern and central 
portions of the township are well timbered and occasionally there are to be 
seen isolated copses or groves in the open prairie. But in these the trees do 
not exhibit that thrifty growth characteristic of the forests. The timbered land 
possesses a soil superior in many respects to the prairies for general farming 
purposes. It is of a clayey nature, wears well, and seems especially adapted 
to wheat and the other small grains. 53 
A water-powered grist mill was built on Willow Creek near the south edge of Licking 
Township in 1848. "The mill was in operation about ten years and did a very good busi­
ness considering its capacity." Ten years later a water-powered sawmill was emplaced 
along a creek near the center of the township. "It ... did a very good business while 
there was sufficient water in the creek to run the machinery." 53 
In the western pan of Crawford County stretches a prairie, which was called 
Oblong by the first settlers in that region, and this name was subsequently given to 
the township division within whose borders it was included. 2 
Mr. Berry described Licking Township's neighbor to the south, Oblong Township: 
The face of the country presents no scenes of rugged grandeur, but rather the 
quiet beauty of rounded outlines of surface, clothed with grassy plains, and 
forests, often arranged in park-like order. About one half of the township was 
originally woodland, the timbered portion being confined principally to the 
eastern and western parts and to the water courses enumerated. The timber 
found growing here is similar to that of other parts of the county, and consists 
of walnut in limited quantities; sugar maple along the creeks, elm, ash, 
hickory, sassafras and the different varieties of oak common to this part of the 
State. Much of the best timber in the township has long since disappeared, 
and many of the finest farms were originally covered with a heavy forest 
growth. 53 
Montgomery Township embraces the southeast corner of Crawford County, where the 
watershed of the Embarras River comes within about a mile of the Wabash River. The 
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Rich Woods that W.H. Perrin described in the following paragraph lay almost entirely 
beyond the limits of the Embarras River Area. The balance of this 1883 description 
probably pertains to the Embarras River section of Montgomery Township: 
The east part of the township, a distance of two miles from the river, was 
known as the "Rich Woods," and was very rich, heavy-timbered land, and is 
yet as rich land as there is in the county. But the largest portion of Montgom­
ery was called "Barrens," on account of its barren appearance, being almost 
entirely destitute of timber, except a few scattering, scrubby oaks and shelbark 
hickories. The barrens were caused by the great fires which annually swept 
over the prairie districts. After the prairie grass burned, the fire died out, the 
barrens disappeared and the heavy timber began. It was usually black, red, 
water, white and burr oaks, hickory, sassafras, persimmon, with soft wood 
trees along the streams. The Rich Woods produced several kinds of oak, 
walnut, beech, sugar tree, elm, poplar, linn, hackberry, sycamore, honey 
locust, coffeenut, pawpaw, etc. Only the northwest corner of the township 
was prairie, and was called Beckwith Prairie, and was but a few hundred acres 
in extent. 
. . . The Vincennes State road was one of the first public highways through 
Montgomery. It was surveyed in 1835. . .. The "Purgatory Road" as it was 
called, was laid out in 1836. It was so called on account of a large swamp 
through which it passed. It run from Vincennes to Palestine .... 53 
Mr. Perrin also described the township to the west of Montgomery: 
Much of the land in Honey Creek Township is of a rather inferior quality, as 
compared to other of the county. It is mostly timbered land and a good deal 
of it seems to be a kind of oak flat with a light, thin soil. There is, however, 
some very good land in the township, but that of a poorer quality largely 
predominates. The original timber growth consisted of several kinds of oak, 
hickory, elm, gum, maple, walnut, etc., with a few other trees and shrubs 
indigenous to this section. 
. . . Aaron Jones settled here about 1832. . .. Robinson had not yet arisen 
from the hazel thickets and prairie grass . . . . 53 
The Embarras River forms the boundary between Martin Township and Southwest Town­
ship in southwestern Crawford County. As G.N. Berry saw this two-township area 
around 1883, 
About three fourths of the area is woodland, the forest growth consisting prin­
cipally of the different varieties of oak, hickory, ash, maple, with walnut, elm 
and sycamore skirting the creeks. When first settled the woods were almost 
entirely devoid of undergrowth, owing to the prevalence of forest and prairie 
fires, which swept over the country in fall of each year. With the improve­
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ment of the land these fires ceased, and in woods which have not been dis­
turbed a rank growth of "underbush" has sprung up, principally spice, paw­
paw, grapevine, dogwood and many other varieties. 
. . . The first mill in Martin was built by a Mr. York as early as the year 
1840 and stood on the Embarras in the southwest part of the township. It was 
a water-mill with two runs of buhrs, and for several years did a very good 
business. A saw was afterward attached, which proved a very paying venture. 
. . . It ceased operations a number of years ago, when the dam washed out. 53 
THE STORY OF CAPTAIN WILLIAM WOOD, who emigrated to Oblong Township in 1841, 
is preserved in the Cra~ord County Biographical: 
Capt. Wood well remembers when Crawford County had very few settlers, 
instead of one of the most fertile sections of Illinois, being then barren land.• 
Indians roved about in large bands and deer was very plentiful. Often were 
seen forty deer in a herd. Flocks of wild turkeys were everywhere, and there 
were many more wolves than was agreeable or safe. He also remembers one 
peculiar circumstance that his father used often to mention. About the time 
that the family settled here, in 1816 or 1817, a terrible epidemic, known 
locally as "milk sickness," broke out among the people and stock. Many died 
in the vicinity of Gordon . . .. Those who survived felt the effects at certain 
seasons of the year for some years thereafter. The majority of those who fell 
victims either died or moved away. Large quantities of stock also died. The 
trouble seemed only local, but was dreadful. 2 
Cumberland County 
THE 1837 Gazetteer of Illinois mentions Greenup and its environs. At that time, the 
town was known as Embarras, and it was within the bounds of Coles County: 
Embarras, a town site . . . , one half mile east of the Embarras river, at the 
junction of the national road and the road from Palestine to Shelbyville, twen­
ty miles south of Charleston, and fifty-two miles east of Vandalia. Good 
springs of water, high, rich, undulating prairie, and abundance of fine timber 
are said to belong to the conveniences of this location. 52 
FROM THE Geological Survey of Illinois (1875): 
• As described for Montgomery Township on page 32, the "barren land" was a grassland 
with scattered, scrubby trees. Presumably Captain Wood equated this condition with a lack of 
fertility even though the scrubby vegetation was caused and maintained by fire. '" In any event, 
barrens were generally not as productive as prairies or alluvial forests because the barrens were 
most likely to occur on hilly land - where the soil usually was not as deep and fertile as on the 
level plains. '" 
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Much of the prairie and a portion of the timbered land is rather flat and 
requires thorough draining to make it productive. The bottom lands on the 
Embarras are from a half mile to a mile or more in breadth, and were origi­
nally covered with a heavy growth of timber, but portions of it have been 
cleared and brought under cultivation, and are very productive, though subject 
to occasional overflow. The varieties of timber in this county appeared to be 
about the same as in Clark, and need not be enumerated again here.• 77 
FROM I.H. BATTLE'S "History of Cumberland County" (1884): 
The central portion of the county, along the Embarrass River and its tribu­
taries, is well timbered, while the eastern and western portions are mainly 
prairie. The bottom lands along the river are usually from half a mile to a 
mile or more in width, and heavily timbered with the usual varieties found 
growing upon the bottom lands in Central Illinois. The prairie lands are from 
71 to 100 feet above the level of the river, and are generally rolling, though 
occasional tracts of level prairie are found. The general trend of the water 
courses is southward. The Embarrass, the French pronunciation of which 
has degenerated into the local name of "Ambrau," traverses the county from 
north to south, and with its affluents is the only stream within the county. 
The superficial deposits of this county comprise the alluvial bottoms of the 
Embarrass and its tributaries, and a considerable thickness of gravelly clays 
and hard pan which increases in depth to the northward. . .. Bowlders of 
considerable size are not uncommon . . . . 
· .. the Fusulina limestone ... out-crops in the bluffs of the Embarrass from 
the bridge west of Greenup to the north line of the county. 
· . . A mile north of the bridge the limestone thickens to three feet or 
more. . .. This is the only limestone found in the county .... 
· .. The chief resource of the county is its soil. The bottom lands of the prin­
cipal streams have a rich alluvial soil, and when cleared and brought under 
cultivation, produce large crops of com, to which they seem best adapted. 
The soil of the prairie region is principally a chocolate colored clay loam 
similar to that of the adjoining counties, and produces fair crops of com, 
wheat, oats and grass. On the timbered uplands the soil is somewhat variable. 
When the surface is broken the soil is thin, but on the more level portions, 
where the growth is composed in part of black walnut, sugar tree, hackberry 
etc., the soil is very productive and yields large crops of all the cereals grown 
in this latitude. 
• See page 15 for an enumeration of tree species in Clark County. 
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· .. A large part of the county is still uncultivated, and a considerable area is 
practically waste land. There is a great demand for intelligent underdraining 
which has scarcely yet attracted sufficient attention. Much of the land is low 
and wet, and yet seriously affected by continued dry weather. This subject is 
beginning to assume considerable importance, and with good tile accessible, a 
good deal of draining will be done. 
· .. The early settlements were all made in some point of timber, at Muddy 
Point, Sconce' Bend, Nees' Ford, Greenup, Woodbury and Bear Creek, thus 
encircling the central part of the county, which for years was almost a marsh, 
water standing allover the prairie portion up to a horse's belly until August. 
· .. The earlier sites chosen for the frontier cabin were along the high points 
of timber that skirted the streams. The prairie at that time was covered with 
joint grass, which at times reached the enormous height of ten or twelve feet. 
There was little natural drainage, and the rain fall lay upon the ground, after 
saturating the soil, until the whole prairie area was one great swale. Accus­
tomed to a timbered and rolling country, the first settlers could not believe 
that the open land could ever be tilled; and it was practically impossible for 
the pioneers, few in number and limited in resources, to cultivate it. The site 
chosen for a farm, therefore, was in the timber. ... A space cleared of its 
timber was ploughed with the rude implement of the time and planted to corn. 
What the crows, black-birds and squirrels left was ample for the needs of the 
family. . .. The range of wild grass, the moss and roots were so abundant in 
the woods that hogs, cattle and horses required but little other food, and that 
was in general corn alone. 
· .. The earliest mills in the county were erected at Johnstown. Here in 1829, 
John Tully had a little water-mill, but as the river· did not always afford 
power to run it, he erected a horse-mill, and in low stages of water he was 
accustomed to transfer the home-made buhrs from the mill to the horse-power. 
Another horse-mill was early built at Woodbury, by Levi Beals, and in 1832 a 
good mill was established at Greenup. 9 
Douglas County 
HENRY NILES PREPARED a History ofDouglas County for the centennial anniversary of 
America's independence. Between the covers of his little book may be found the fol­
lowing paragraphs: 
Douglas county is intersected by the Embarras and Kaskaskia rivers almost at 
their sources, both rising in Champaign county. The Embarras ... is called 
• The mill was on Muddy Creek, a tributary of the Embarras River. 
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"Ambraw," and is marked "Fox River" in the maps of the original United 
States survey. 
· .. These rivers, locally called "creeks," are, in this county, fringed as it 
were, by a plentiful growth of timber, which comprises about one-third of the 
area of the county . . . . 
· . . For the present, . . . groves of timber, orchards and hundreds of miles of 
substantial hedges intercept the view, where twenty years ago the "treeless 
waste" was a monotony of grass and resin weeds which grew to be as high as 
a man on horse-back. 
· . . prairie roads, in time, gave way to the present well made and well drain­
ed public roads . . . . The present roads, in most instances, become effectual 
drains by reason of their ditches, and the system of drainage, under the 
Statute, having been adopted by some of the Townships, thousands of acres of 
valuable lands have been rescued from the swamps. 
· . . Growing upon the variety of soil peculiar to the Central part of the State, 
the flora of Douglas county is much diversified; of timber, White, Black, 
Spanish' and Red Oaks, Shellbark t and White Hickory, *Sugar and White 
Maple, White and Red (or Slippery) Elm, Black and Honey Locust, White and 
Black Walnut, , Swamp and Upland Ash, Sycamore, Cottonwood, Mulberry 
and Wild Cherry. These, of course, in the timber bordering the water cours­
es, but the experiment of growing forest trees upon the prairie is a pronounced 
success as many beautiful and thrifty young groves amply illustrate. 
Cord wood is hauled to the various towns in large quantities, principally Oak 
and Hickory, at prices varying from four to five dollars for choice. 50 
THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS are excerpts from I.H. Battle's "History of Douglas 
County," which was published in 1884: 
• The name "Spanish oak" has been applied to several species-in this case, perhaps Quercus 
palustris (pin oak). 
t Carya ovata (shagbark hickory) was commonly called shellbark hickory in the 1800s. 
Today the name "shellbark hickory" is generally reserved for Carya laciniosa. However, C. 
laciniosa was rarely recognized as a distinct species by the compilers of tree lists in the 1800s. 
*White hickory is an old name for both Carya ovata (shagbark hickory) and Carya tomen­
tosa (mockernut hickory). Because C. ovata is in this list (as "shellbark hickory"), "white 
hickory" probably refers to c. tomentosa in this instance. 
, White Maple = Acer saccharinum (silver maple); White Elm = Ulmus americana (Ameri­
can elm); White Walnut = Juglans cinerea (butternut). 
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There is scarcely an acre in the county that does not imperatively demand 
draining. . .. - "History of Douglas County" (1884). 
The whole area of the county is covered so deeply with drift clays that there is 
no outcrop of the underlying coal measure strata. . .. Bowlders are rarely 
found of any great size in the county, and in many parts they are unknown. In 
other sections, however, there are enough, weighing from one to 500 pounds, 
to add some difficulty to the tilling of the soil. The largest specimen of this 
rock stands in the southeast comer of Section 28, Township 16, Range 7.• It 
protrudes considerably above the ground, showing some 1,000 cubic feet. 
· .. The soil is mainly a deep, black, vegetable mold, characteristic of the 
prairie lands throughout the central portions of the State. On the timber lands 
the soil is a light grayish clay, rather better adapted to wheat-growing than the 
prairie soil. 
· .. All the tributaries that empty into the Embarrass now back up, over­
flowing the lands adjacent to them. The Lower Embarass is filled with drifts 
and debris, which retard the current and cause a deposition of the silt, carried 
by the stream forming bars. 
· . . The different streams of the county are all fringed with a good growth of 
timber, which includes the usual varieties of this latitude, such as white, black, 
Spanish and red oaks, shellbark and white hickory, sugar and white maple, 
white and red (slippery) elm, black and honey locust, white and black walnut, 
swamp and upland ash, sycamore, cottonwood, mulberry and wild cherry. t 
· . . It was not until the building of the Illinois Central Railroad that the 
prairie land began to be taken up for cultivation, and then the great obstacle of 
its low, wet character retarded the movement. For some years this was borne 
with as beyond remedy, or at least not to be improved save by years of 
cultivation. Up to about 1878, the farming interests suffered very much from 
this cause, many farmers selling their property after several successive annual 
failures and moving to drier locations in the West. The new purchasers were 
generally men of some capital, who at once grappled with the evil, and by a 
system of drainage favored by good seasons revolutionized farming interests, 
and made Douglas County as good an agricultural region as is found in the 
State. Tiles are extensively used, especially during the past five years, and the 
manufacture of them has grown into an important industry of the county, some 
• This location is in Garrett Township. 
t This list of trees appears to have been taken from Henry Niles' History ofDouglas County, 
which was issued eight years before J.H. Battle's "History of Douglas County." Or perhaps both 
Niles and Battle borrowed the list from some other source. 
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eight establishments now being in active operation in the county. The soil is 
richly productive and does not need enriching by artificial means. 
· .. The clearing off of timber or the breaking-up of prairie sod, involving the 
rapid decay of large quantities of vegetable matter, gave rise to the inevitable 
miasma, which wrought its sure work upon the system. . .. It was commonly 
remarked that when the bloom of the resin weed and other yellow flowers 
appeared, it was time to look for the ague. • The first spring flowers on the 
prairie were mostly pink and white, then followed purple and blue, and about 
the middle of August yellow predominated. High water in spring, flooding the 
bottoms and filling the lagoons and low places along the streams, and then 
drying off with the hot sun of July and August, was a fruitful cause of disease, 
and in such localities it was often quite sickly, while the higher prairie was 
comparatively exempt. ... Boneset, Culver's physic (root), t and a long list 
of teas and herb decoctions were to be found in every cabin, and most of the 
ailments incident to a frontier were generally made to yield to them. To have 
a severe case of malarial fever or several seasons' run of the ague was expect­
ed by each new-comer, and none were considered as having been fully induct­
ed into all the mysteries of citizenship until they had had the regular malarial 
experience. 
· .. The sod was found tough, not easily "tamed," and very uncertain in 
producing a first crop. So tenacious was the turf, that the furrow turned out 
one unbroken strip of earth, and occasionally, when not especially careful, the 
plowman had the disappointment of seeing yards of this leathery soil tum back 
to its natural position, necessitating the tedious operation of turning it all back 
again by hand. The expenditure of all this labor was generally well repaid the 
first year, if the sod became thoroughly rotted, even though it produced but a 
small crop. . .. if the crows and squirrels gave the crop an opportunity to 
mature, it generally proved a satisfactory return. 
· .. Most of the settlers brought in horses and cows, but the former pretty 
generally gave way to oxen for working purposes. Hogs and sheep were 
occasionally brought in at first, but generally they were a later importation. 
All these animals were supported with little cost. The wide range of wild 
grass afforded excellent pasture and hay. With the range the early settlers 
had, their cattle would put on more flesh and in less time than on any other 
pasture. The sedge which grew along the sloughs was the first to start in the 
spring, and furnished the earliest pasture. The bent or blue-joint, which was 
principally found along the sides of the sloughs, or, in the vernacular of the 
• Miasma was thought to produce ague (malaria). 
t Boneset = Eupatorium, most likely E. peifoliatum. Culver's physic (Culver's root) ~ 
Veronicastrum virginicum. 
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pioneer, "between the dry and wet land, " was preferred by stock to all other 
varieties, especially when mixed with the wild pea-vine. • This made the best 
hay, and, as its yield was very large, was generally selected for this purpose. 
But the combined ravages of stock and scythe rapidly exterminated it, so that 
in many cases the ground where it grew became almost bare of vegetation. 
The stock and the farmer then resorted to upland grasses, but before the 
settlers multiplied so as to limit the range of the stock, the older and more 
experienced of the herd would go long distances to find their favorite pasture, 
often necessitating on the part of the pioneer a hunt of several days to recover 
them. t 
The native grasses were scarcely less marked for their medicinal qualities. 
Cattle and horses seemed to be remarkably free from disease so long as they 
could find plenty of wild grass and hay to feed upon. Horses raised upon the 
prairie were said never to be afflicted with the heaves, while horses brought 
here, suffering with this malady, were speedily cured by simply feeding on the 
native grasses. This advantage, however, was somewhat offset by the colic 
which this rank grass frequently produced in horses with fatal effect. 
... Roads were few, and the prairie, easily cut up, often presented at points 
where lines of travel were obliged, by the conformation of the land, to unite, 
bog holes, that proved almost impassable. So long as the paucity of settlement 
allowed a pretty free selection of route, mud holes could be generally evaded, 
and a worn track avoided. 
. . . During a considerable part of the year, the almost stagnant water of the 
sluggish streams filled the air with a miasmatic poison that hung in dense fog 
over stream and grove like a destroying spirit. The difficulty experienced in 
securing good water often rendered it necessary for the farmers to drink from 
stagnant pools, "frequently blowing off the scum and straining the wigglers 
from the sickening, almost boiling, fluid through the teeth." 10 
• The identity of "bent or blue-joint" is not clear. Bent grasses are most often considered to 
be creeping or low-growing species such as redtop (Agrostis alba). The name "bent" has also 
been applied to tall, reedy grasses. The grass now known as big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii) 
was often called blue-joint in the 1800s. The grass commonly known as blue-joint in Illinois 
today is Calarnagrostis canadensis. This species is a good candidate for the "bent or blue-joint" 
named in this passage: C. canadensis characteristically grows "between the dry and wet land," 
and it often is "mixed with the wild pea-vine." 
t Although the discussion in this paragraph may be appropriate for Douglas County, J.H. 
Battle did not originate the text. Elmer Baldwin, who published the History ofLa Salle County I 
in 1877, appears to have been the original author. Mr. Battle appears to have subsequently 
adapted Baldwin's writings on this subject for his "History of Douglas County"; or perhaps Battle 
appropriated the text from some source other than Baldwin's History ofLa Salle County. 
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In his chapter about Camargo Township, I.H. Battle wrote, 
Camargo Township is traversed from north to south by the Embarrass River, 
the head of which is a few miles further north in Champaign County. This, 
like the head-waters of most prairie streams, and some citizens, is very often 
"very dry," and at the very first chance gets "very full," varying from "no­
thing at all, to a raging canawl," from four to six rods wide, coming up in a 
night and going down in a day, and sometimes, when feeling well, comes 
booming down stream with an irresistible armor of ice upon its bosom, to 
which the most of the heretofore constructed bridges have now and again 
yielded. . .. The river gives most excellent drainage to the greater part of 
the township. 
. . . One-third of the area of the township is within the original timber limit, 
which grew adjacent to the river, as is usual here. Many fine tracts of timber 
yet remain, but also, many clearings. The value of the timber, or, in other 
words, the price at which it is held, is much less than it was twenty years ago. 
. . . since the multiplication of railroads leading to the easy transportation of 
foreign fencing and coal, timber land has depreciated, until good prairie is 
fully as valuable. 
On the farm of R.C. Patterson, on the Embarrass River, in Section 33, Town­
ship 16, Range 9, is a fine fountain of living water, widely known as Patter­
son's Spring, and, offering the inducements of ample shade and water, is a 
favorite place of resort for celebrations of all kinds, which, from numbers, 
have necessarily an at fresco requirement. This spring issues from the bluff of 
the river, about twenty feet above low water. It has never been known to fail, 
or materially fail, in the amount of its discharge in forty years, or since the 
first settlement of the county. It flows, at about the rate of 700 gallons per 
hour, pure and palatable water, with a uniform temperature of 50° Fahr. This 
spring was carefully examined and reported upon in 1877, when an effort was 
made to secure the site of the Eastern Insane Asylum for Douglas County, and 
a sample of the water was forwarded to Dr. Haines, of Chicago, whose report 
was, as to its superior qualities, very favorable. 10 
Mr. Battle's discussion of Bowdre Township includes the following: 
The drainage of the township depends measurably upon the Embarrass River, 
Scattering Fork and Deer Creek. The Embarrass has its real head some 
twelve miles north in Champaign County, • and in this neighborhood, like all 
streams in the prairie, is wet and dry, according to the seasons. It will often, 
after plentiful rains, obtain a width of four to six rods, and again be nearly 
• The Champaign County line is eight miles north of Bowdre Township. The source of the 
Embarras is about 15 miles north of the Champaign County line. 
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dusty. The improvement of it here, principally in removing obstructions, is 
very important, not only to the township itself, but to the lands to the north 
and west. Scattering Fork, which enters it near northwest comer, and runs 
into the Embarrass, in Section 14, Township IS, Range 9, is the natural drain 
for almost all of Tuscola and Arcola Townships, their lowest point being very 
near the northwest comer of Bowdre, at what is known as the old "Ficklin 
Pool," in the northeast comer of Arcola, which, though formerly almost a 
permanent lake, is now being rapidly filled with the debris brought down in 
the recently constructed ditches of the last-named townships to this lowest 
point in Douglas County, with the exception of the very bottom of the river. 
Scattering Fork is a tortuous, over-charged stream, the straightening, widening 
and clearing of which is of vital importance to the lands lying northwest and 
southwest in adjoining townships. 10 
Mr. Battle described the location of Antioch Christian Church in Bowdre Township' 
and advised, 
A peculiar "detour" in the Embarrass river occurs near this point called the 
Horseshoe Bend formed by the stream running about northwest out of Section 
13, into Section 12, returning in a southeasterly direction, doubling upon itself 
and passing in its course about 100 yards from the first part of its bed. Cut­
ting through this short distance has been discussed for fun, but would be of no 
practical utility, and perhaps the land owners in the bend value the water 
privilege to some extent. 10 
While out surveying in Sargent Township, Mr. Battle noted "a large limestone on the 
east half of the northeast quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 10, Township 14, 
Range 10." He asked Hiram Rutherford of Oakland to examine the block and provide 
a description. Dr. Rutherford reported that the mass of rock was in the side of a ravine. 
An area of about 25 or 30 feet square was exposed. The rock's thickness could not be 
ascertained, and "how far it goes into the bank is unknown." 10 
LATE IN 1891 THE FOLLOWING was entered in the diary of a Newman resident: "Sixty 
years ago Isaac Skinner climbed a sycamore tree near Mrs. Bartlet's, south-west of the 
city and shook from its branches a big fat coon. To-day Berry Brewer has in his meat 
shop a meat block five feet six inches in diameter taken from the body of that same 
tree." 66 
JOHN GRESHAM'S 1900 Historical and Biographical Record ofDouglas County repeats 
much of the information about natural resources in J.H. Battle's 1884 "History of 
Douglas County." Mr. Gresham provided additional information about John Richman, 
"the original pioneer of Douglas county," who moved to Camargo Township in 1829. 
• The church was in the southwest quarter of section 12, Township 15 North, Range 9 East. 
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John Richman had come with his father to Vermilion County a few years earlier. In 
1828 the elder Mr. Richman and a friend "made a visit to the Embarrass timber in quest 
of honey." According to the story . . . 
Here in eight or ten days they secured several barrels of honey, and in the 
course of their rambles became so enamored with the country that Mr. Rich­
man determined to remove to this region. In May of the following year, 
1829, the family removed and took up their residence a mile and a half from 
the present site of Camargo village in the timber skirting the Embarrass river. 
... The Indians were in the neighborhood for three years after the advent of 
these pioneers, their village occupying the present site of Bridgeport. • The 
savages came in the fall for hunting, and stayed through the winter, and in 
the spring went north to their corn-fields. 30 
The family of John Hammet arrived along the Embarras River north of Camargo in 
November 1830. They came prepared: "The under bed ticks had been filled with blue 
grass seed in Kentucky . . . ." 30 
CAMARGO TOWNSHIP EMBRACES the Embarras valley in northern Douglas County. The 
township'S timber resources are discussed in the Douglas County Biographical (1910): 
Camargo Township was quite heavily wooded, and for this reason land here 
has always been held at a higher price than in some other localities where the 
land is principally prairie. As has often been stated, one of the first requisites 
of a pioneer was timber. ... Then, too, as the pioneer depended largely 
upon wild game to supply meat for his family, he looked to the wooded 
regions rather than the unsheltered prairies. Nearly all of this timber has now 
disappeared. 5 
Several accounts in the Douglas County Biographical mention wet conditions during the 
pioneer era. When Annie and John Barnett arrived at the Embarras River in Bowdre 
Township in 1831 or '32, "Much of the ground was swamp and covered with water a 
third of the year." When Mr. and Mrs. Silome Guthridge came to Bowdre Township 
in 1852, "Water stood on part of the land all the year round and farming was done only 
on the high places." When Francis and Phoebe Ann Wells came to Arcola Township in 
1861, "the land was wild prairie, much of it under water." Mr. and Mrs. Eli Wright 
and several other families immigrated to Douglas County in 1864: "The party found 
much of Bowdre Township under water, and during the early days, as late as June, it 
was impossible to drive from their homes to Arcola on this account. " 5 
When John Butcher came to Bourbon Township in 1864, "It was practically a swamp at 
that time, ducks used to be plentiful all summer long and farming could be done only on 
the hills." When Benjamin Warner arrived in Arcola Township in 1868, "The land was 
• Bridgeport ~ Hugo. 
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swampy and water stood on some of it the year round." Henry Munson took over the 
family farm in Arcola Township after his father died about 1871; when he first started 
farming, "nearly one-third of the property was under water during the spring season." 5 
Edgar County 
IN 1839 WHEN HE WAS 10 years old, William Conkey moved with his family from Ohio 
to Edgar County. Decades later he told a local historical society how he felt when he 
first saw the prairie. He related how they had crossed the Wabash River north of Terre 
Haute, then headed west. After nine miles they came to the edge of the Grand Prairie, 
which stretched away toward the Embarras River: 
The first nine miles of the road was through timber, when we struck the Grand 
Prairie as it was then called. The grass waving in the beautiful sunlight of 
June and all the wild flowers indigenous to the prairies bowing their heads to 
the breeze, presented a sight that I thought the most beautiful I had ever 
beheld, the remembrance of which, notwithstanding seventy years have passed 
and gone since then, is still as vivid to my mind, it seems, as the day when I 
first viewed the beauties of the grand old prairies of Illinois. 65 
J.T. GRAY HAD ASIMll..AR REACTION when his gaze first probed the Grand Prairie. Mr. 
Gray emigrated from Ohio to the Sangamon valley in 1856. When he was about 70 
years old, he recalled the difficulty and extreme danger they had overcome while cross­
ing the Wabash River. "But we got through all right, and the next morning ... 
. . . after feeding our horses and getting breakfast, we reached the prairie­
the almost boundless prairie. The effect it produced on me seems indescrib­
able. The morning was slightly foggy, and looking before me I could see no 
timber and the prairie brought to my mind the boundless ocean. When the sun 
was about an hour high the fog cleared away and before me was spread a view 
that would certainly be appreciated by one who had always lived in a wooded 
country. I can still look with delight upon the wild prairie.• 55 
IN !ITS 1870 REPORT FOR THE Geological Survey of Illinois, Frank Bradley wrote of 
Edgar County, 
The prairie generally has a deep black mucky soil, but, in some of its eastern 
extensions into the timber, this is mostly wanting, and the soft dark brown 
clay of the subsoil comes nearly to the surface. The bottoms of the prairie 
• The point where Mr. Gray came to the edge of the Grand Prairie cannot be determined 
from the available information. He may have entered the prairie where William Conkey first 
viewed it; or he may have taken a more northerly route through Danville, thereby bypassing the 
Embarras River valley. 
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sloughs generally contain more or less light brown marly clay containing fresh 
water shells. [5 
THE 1879 History of Edgar County describes the route of the old Vandalia Road, • as 
one would have experienced it at that time. Beginning in Paris, the road led south and 
west from town: 
Following this old line, we soon come to a dense tract of timber, of some six 
or eight miles in breadth. . .. Here, the very earliest emigrants unloaded 
their few household effects, built them a temporary shelter, and began laying 
about them, with might and main, felling the trees, for no other purpose than 
to clear a patch in which to plant, while just beyond, but a few miles, were 
thousands of acres already cleared, and with a soil vastly superior. Continuing 
our journey a few miles, we come at length to a point where, from a distance, 
the light seems to break in upon the hitherto dusky wood, and in a few min­
utes we are on the edge of the prairie, and we all exclaim, with one accord, 
What a GRAND VIEW! and then we find, to our satisfaction, that we are now 
within the limits of the township bearing that name. . .. Certainly, no finer 
scene could well be imagined than that which stretches out to the west, north 
and south. 
. . . As before intimated, the early settlers all sought the timber, and cleared 
out their farms; and the land, being thickly shaded, had not produced the 
heavy, tough grass-roots of the prairie, and was comparatively easy of cultiva­
tion. The roots of the grass, in the prairie sod, were almost as tough and hard 
as hickory withes, and the little bar-share wooden moldboard was not to be 
thought of for cutting through its tough meshes. By no known process was the 
soil of the plains to be subdued. The question was often discussed by the old 
pioneers, but the conclusion generally arrived at was, that the prairies were 
designed as great pasture-fields, and to that purpose must they be devoted. 73 
This book quotes J.W. Parrish, who arrived in Edgar County in 1829: "There was but 
little tea or coffee, and our people used to go to the spice-wood t thicket and sassafras 
grove, and, at our gatherings, this domestic tea was all the go. We had to live princi­
pally on wild meat for a considerable length of time, and the first settlers depended on 
the 'mast' to make, or fatten, their pork." 73 
Young America Township embraces the headwaters of the Brushy Fork, a tributary to 
the Embarras River which flows through Newman. The 1879 History ofEdgar County 
states, 
• Illinois Route 16 roughly follows the alignment of the first part of the old Vandalia Road, 
leading southwest from Paris. 
t Spice-wood = Lindera benzion (spicebush). 
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The Embarrass River . .. is the largest river in Southeastern Illinois. ... In 
former years, the name was pronounced almost universally "Ambro, »or "Ambrah,» 
accenting on the first syllable, but the more modern pronunciation is in accordance 
with the English method. - History of Edgar County (1879).73 
This township, with the exception of the eastern and northern part, is all 
prairie. Here and there are a few groves of trees, of various sizes. The 
largest is Hickory Grove, in the northern part. . .. In former times, these 
groves afforded some good timber, which, however, has all been used in the 
erection of buildings, and is now superseded by an inferior second growth. 
Until lately, the prairie portions of Young America were considered untillable, 
and were allowed to remain open. They were used largely by herders of cattle 
from other places, who drove their cattle here, herding them in the summer­
time, and feeding them in the winter on stalks purchased for that purpose. 
· .. The prairie here is exceedingly level, and, naturally, affords little drain­
age. For this reason it was, in the common vernacular of the region, "a rather 
wet country.» The prairie grass grew very rank, holding the water in its 
thickly-clustered roots and shielding the sun by its heavy growth. 73 
Shiloh Township encompasses most of the balance of the Brushy Fork headwaters: 
The township is almost all prairie. Its surface is rather too level for good 
drainage, and on this account more than any other may be based the reason for 
its slow settlement. In the northern and western portions this is eminently the 
case. Before it was settled, the long prairie grass, luxuriantly abundant here, 
held the water falling on the surface of the earth, and rendered the ground at 
most seasons of the year, too wet for cultivation. No natural drainage present­
ing itself, the prairies did not offer a very inviting farm . . . . 
· . . Brushy Fork, of Embarrass River, traverses the central northern part of 
this township. It rises in Goose Lake, a good sized pond, just west of Mul­
berry Grove. The creek has one or two small affluents, which afford some 
drainage to the country they traverse. Ditches are needed here to bring the 
land to a proper condition for profitable cultivation. 
Much good has been done by tile-draining, which is getting to be the chief 
mode of carrying off the surplus water. ... Artificial springs are also made 
at the outlets of these ditches, if desirable, and water secured at no expense in 
dry seasons. 
· . . With the exception of Mulberry Grove, and a few straggling growths of 
small trees and brush, the entire township is prairie land. The small, ragged 
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growth of timber seen occurs mostly along the eastern boundary or on the 
south side next to Buck Township. Mulberry Grove received its name from 
the Indians, who fancied it resembled a mulberry in shape. They gave many 
names to small growths of timber occurring at frequent intervals on the prai­
ries, all of which accorded with their fancied resemblance to some external 
object. In many places, all these names are yet preserved. The grove here 
contains about fifteen hundred acres of land, and has in its day produced some 
excellent timber. The best of this is now all gone, and only an inferior second 
growth takes its place. 73 
IN 1826 AMos Wn..LlAMS staked out the course for a road westward from Paris across 
the Embarras River valley, continuing all the way to Springfield.· An account of his 
endeavor indicates the height of the prairie grass: "He had planted a stake about three 
feet high every forty rods along the line to note its location, and on the prairies these 
stakes were not quite as high as the grass, and, consequently, the route was not easily 
followed." 73 
FROM THE 1905 History ofEdgar County: 
The prairie soil is rich in all the elements needful for the production of all the 
cereals and grasses grown in this latitude and in common use among mankind 
- its specialties being com, oats and blue grass, which is the natural successor 
of the prairie grass. The wild plant, when not too luxuriant, furnishes good 
pasturage and makes excellent hay; but it is as untamable as the Indians who 
chased the deer and buffalo over it, before it was trodden by the feet of the 
white man and his tractable herds. It was soon extinguished by the tramp of 
civilization, and the more useful tame blue grass took its place, as the untamed 
red man is succeeded by the civilized pale face. 
The topsoil (or loam) of the Edgar County prairie is very dark, often to a 
depth of several feet, while next beneath is a stratum of clay of a yellowish 
gray color, usually abounding in pebbles of lime formation and fragments of 
mussel shells, which are a constant aid to the fertility of the soil. The lands 
bordering upon the prairie usually produced a heavy growth of timber; there 
the early settlers found large trees of several varieties - white and black 
walnut; white, black, yellow and red oak; white and black ash; t and maple, 
commonly called sugar trees - all of great use in those days in every way 
• The route that Amos Williams marked across the Embarras valley is approximately the 
same as the current alignment of Illinois Route 133. According to records in the County Clerk's 
office in Edgar County, William Whiteley was paid $17.75 in 1828 to plow a 51-mile furrow to 
mark the route from Paris toward Springfield... 
t The name "black ash" may have been intended for Fraxinus quadrangulata, which is now 
generally known as blue ash. The species currently called black ash (F. nigra) is quite rare in 
east-central Illinois. 
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except for market. For that pUfPOse it had no value, and it was destroyed 
without stint or care, only to be rid of it, and get it out of the way. Now, at 
the present prices of land and timber, this timber, as the pioneers fust beheld 
it, would be worth more than the lands upon which it grew. 
These woodlands are gently undulating, the soil being of a brown, friable clay, 
and very productive of all kinds of the grain and grasses that grow in this 
region, the specialties being wheat and blue grass. Such is the quality of most 
of the woodlands of this county. 
. . . There are timber tracts along the streams which flow through the prairie, 
. . . while there are lesser tracts of woodland, viz.: Mulberry Grove, Big and 
Little Hickory Groves, Culver's Grove and Pilot Grove. The presence of 
these groves in the very midst of the prairie, away from the water courses, 
seems inexplicable; not more so, however, than the bunches of thick growth 
of sassafras, in circular form, a few rods in diameter, here and there in the 
prairie not far from the woodland. These groves are of small trees and only 
useful to beautify a landscape, which, except for such decoration, would be 
cheerless on account of its monotony. 
While Edgar County is in the valley of the Mississippi, it also constitutes a 
part of the Wabash valley, and its waterways are tributaries of the Wabash 
River. The configuration of the surface of the county is such that about three­
fourths of the unabsorbed rainfall flows into the Wabash River quite directly, 
by way of Brouilleu's Creek, Sugar Creek and Big Creek; and one-fourth, by 
way of the Catfish and Brushy Fork, into the Embarras River, and thence by 
that tributary, in a roundabout way, into the Wabash. . .. The Catfish has a 
well-defined natural channel, but is a stream with a slow current. It furnishes 
an outlet for the drainage of thousands of acres of fine lands. ... Brushy 
Fork is also a prairie stream, the channel of which was a mere depression in 
the surface of the earth, called a "swag" by prairie people - a word not used 
exactly according to the dictionary definition, but denoting a water-way which 
moves slothfully over the prairie sod, or percolates tluough it to the running 
stream which is its outlet-in other words a "slough." An artificial channel 
has been made for this stream, which is deep and ample enough to make it a 
sufficient outlet for a large area, once comparatively worthless because it was 
generally submerged many months each year. In this big "swag" willows 
grew in many places, and being a tributary of the Embarras River, it was 
called Brushy Fork. 
In the forests of Edgar County the early settlers found in primitive profusion 
all kinds of hard-wood that are found anywhere in this latitude. These includ­
ed all the varieties of the oak, ash and walnut . . .. There were also the 
sugar trees, from which maple sugar and syrup were made to last the year 
round; the beech, hickory, poplar, linwood, cottonwood, sycamore, sassafras 
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and mulberry; red and white elm; honey locust and coffeetrees of stately size; 
and of lesser growths, there were birch, ironwood, dogwood and crabapple, 
the pawpaw, plum trees, hazel-bush and wild grapevines. Owing to the 
fertility of the soil there was not much open woodland. Wild fruit abounded, 
especially where the woodland met the prairie; there were grapes, black­
berries, dewberries, strawberries, plums and black haws .... 
· . . Big boulders are found here and there in the prairie, which are not natives 
of this region . . . . • 
· .. The prairie, which was absolutely treeless, except the groves to which 
allusion has been made, has now the appearance of cleared and improved 
woodland. Fruit and ornamental trees and hedges have been planted so exten­
sively allover the county, that, notwithstanding the clearing of the woodland, 
there is really more growing wood in the county now than when the first 
settlers began to clear their farms. 
· . . The prairie lands of the county are very flat and during a wet season were 
naturally incapable of producing a crop of corn, or indeed anything except 
prairie grass. There is some undulating prairie in the north side of the county 
- a "ridge," as it is called, rising fifty or sixty feet above the lower level, 
extending clear across the county and much farther westward. There are also 
some undulations in the town of Shiloh, t somewhat scattered and comprising, 
all together, perhaps two to three thousand acres. These elevations are not as 
permanent!y fertile as the lower areas, but were first selected by settlers to 
obviate the difficulties of rainy seasons, and because the mere grazing on them 
by domestic animals would extirpate the prairie grass and the blue grass would 
come as its natural successor. Within the last thirty years all the lands of the 
county have been enclosed, occupied and improved in every way. The wet 
lands have been drained, and having a deeper soil, have thereby been made 
more productive than the higher lands. . .. where were once only ponds and 
"swags" all the year and every year, are now to be found the best cornfields. 
· .. From the time the settlement of Edgar County began up to 1884, large 
tracts of land were exclusively devoted to grazing, and the county was noted 
for its herds of cattle, as well as for their excellence. . . . Latterly these 
large pastures are planted in corn, and it may be truly said of Edgar County, 
that "Corn is King" _ 7 
• That is, the boulders are igneous and metamorphic rocks that were brought to Edgar County 
by a glacier - in contrast to the sedimentary rocks that are native to the region. 
t	 That is, Shiloh Township.
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The uppermost reaches of the North Fork of the Embarras River barely finger into a flat 
plain of glacial outwash at the foot of the Shelbyville Moraine on the Edgar-Crawford 
County line. This flatwoods area is depicted in the 1905 History of Edgar County: 
There is an area of perhaps ten thousand acres, in the south central part of the 
county, • which is low and level, once known as "the wet woods" -flat as the 
prairie and well nigh as productive, if managed skillfully - which was once 
heavily covered with the several varieties of oak trees, chiefly jack-oak 
however. t 7 
IN 1927 AN EDGAR COUNTY newspaper published an interview with a long-time local 
resident. The man recalled what his father had told him of the pioneer era. Among his 
remarks ... 
Hunters and trappers became numerous and plantain came into growth in 
settled spots over the whole of eastern Illinois, and the Indians knew from that 
that their hunting grounds would be theirs but little longer. 
. . . my father told me that the Indians believe that it was a plant that would 
grow only in ground where a white man's foot had trod, and where plantain 
grew, white men had walked and would continue to walk. t 18 
• The author of this account, Me. Van Sellar, located the "wet woods" in the south-central 
part of the county. However, he must have heen describing the flatwoods on the glacial outwash 
plain along the very southern border of Edgar County. No area of woodland or former woodland 
in south-central Edgar County fits his description as being "low and level" and "flat as a prairie." 
On the other hand, the outwash plain on the county's southern boundary fits this description well. 
Van Sellar contrasted the "wet woods" with the majority of the woodlands in the county, which 
he described as "gently undulating, the soil being of a brown, friable clay"; this description would 
apply well to the woodlands in the south-central part of the county, on morainic ridges and valley 
slopes. 
t In 1883 William H. Perrin provided a description of the eastern edge of this woods, about 
10 miles east of the Embarras River Area in Clark County: "The surface of Wabash township is 
generally broken and hilly. The 'Wet Woods' extend through the central part, from the Wabash 
River, and were originally flat and wet. The land, however, has heen cleared and drained, and is 
now quite productive." 53 
t This is a reference to hroad-leaved plantain (Plantago rugelii and perhaps the less-common 
P. major), a weed that grows well in the compacted soil of footpaths and dirt roads. It is said that 
Indians called this plant "white man's footprint" because it spread into areas being occupied hy 
whites, and because the plant bears a cluster of broad, sole-shaped leaves that lie close to the 
ground. 
49 
Effingham County 
THE EMBARRAS RIvER AREA in Effingham County lies almost entirely within the bounds 
of St. Francis Township. As William Henry Perrin described the township in 1883, 
It is principally prairie, and when first seen by white men was covered with 
a dense growth of tall grass, which attested the fertile quality of the soil 
beneath. This soil is similar to that of the prairies of the surrounding town­
ships, being a rich, dark loam resting on a clay subsoil, and everywhere noted 
for its great productiveness. The timbered districts are confmed chiefly to the 
southern and southwestern portions, though there is some very fair timber in 
the northwest corner and skirting Salt Creek, which traverses that part of the 
township. In the forests are found most of the varieties indigenous to this 
latitude, principally hickory, oak, elm, sycamore, maple and walnut in limited 
quantities . . . . 
· . . The first settlers in the present confines of St. Francis Township located 
in the year 1840 or 1845 . . .. . .. The condition of the prairie at that early 
day almost precluded the possibility of traveling at all, the country being cov­
ered with a soft, oozy mud, into which the large, heavy wagon wheels sank 
almost to the hub, and, to add to the discomfort, millions of the green-headed 
flies, which in summer time were so numerous, proved such a torment to the 
cattle that traveling by day was all but impossible. Much of the journey was 
therefore made by night, the driver guiding his course through the mud and 
dense prairie grass by the stars, as there were but few roads at that time in the 
country, and none in what is now St. Francis Township. 
· .. The soil at that time was poorly adapted to raising small grain, and it was 
not until several years had elapsed from the first settlement that any wheat was 
grown in the township at all. 54 
Jasper County 
IN 1835 A ROAD WAS LAID OUT through the center of Jasper County. The road began 
at the south line of the county and proceeded north and west to Newton; from there the 
course was north and slightly west to the Cumberland County line. Here is a transcript 
of the formal description of the new road alignment, beginning at "a stake marked 
'C.L. '" (county line): 
· .. thence to Jordan's, • the west side of his dwelling house; thence in a 
straight line through prairie to three hickories at edge of prairie; thence to 
John Barnes' lane, through said lane, and thence northwest to the line of John 
• James Jordan's place was along the Fox River south of Newton. 
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Garwood's land in Township 6 north, Range 9 east, • to the southwest corner 
of said land; thence north on a straight line to the south end of Van Buren 
Street in Newton; thence along said street to the public square; thence west 
with Jordan Street to L.W. Jordan's fence; thence north to the mouth of 
Jordan's lane; thence west along said lane to John Reynolds' house; thence 
northwest to a black oak at the edge of the prairie; thence to the schoolhouse, 
thence to the prairie in a north direction to a black oak, thence through prairie 
to a black oak and large hickory; thence to Abbott Lee's farm, through said 
farm in a north direction to a stake; thence to W.M. Richards,' between house 
and barn; thence north through Richards' farm, thence through prairie to two 
post oaks; thence through timber to Turkey Creek; t thence to three post oaks 
at the east side of the point of Turkey Creek timber to four post oaks; thence 
through prairie to a black and post oak on a direct course north to Mint 
Creek *to a large white oak marked with a blaze and two notches; thence 
through timber to pin oak; thence to stakes to the west side of the north fork 
of Mint Creek to a small blazed oak; thence to the point of the post oak grove; 
thence to a stake at the last point of Mint Creek; thence on a north direction to 
the head of Marsh Creek; , thence through prairie on a straight line to the last 
point of Marsh Creek; thence along the old trace to the Coles County line to a 
large oak stake marked on the south side- 'J.C. line.' § 11 
MICHAEL GROVE CAME TO Jasper County about 10 years after the area's first white 
settlers. Mr. Grove's testimony about the site of Newton, the county seat, provides food 
for thought: 
In February, 1836, when Grove came to the county, he relates that "there was 
but one dwelling house in the place, and a little water-oak pole grocery. John 
V. Barnes was the dweller in, and part owner of the grocery, his partner being 
Tenny. The Indians had all left this part of the country. In the fall before I 
came here, an old Indian woman lived in Newton who claimed to be 130 years 
old. She said she had always lived here, and that she could recollect when the 
Embarrass River had no certain channel, but ran promiscuously through the 
bottom. She said that on the upland there was no big timber- 'all little 
bushes.''' 11 
• Newton is in the northeast comer of this township. 
t Turkey Creek empties into the Embarras River about four miles northwest of Newton. 
*Mint Creek joins the Embarras River about one mile upstream from the mouth of Turkey 
Creek. 
, Marsh Creek (now called Hill Creek) flows into the Embarras River west of Rose Hill. 
§ That is, "Jasper County line." 
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The late Joseph Schifferstein, an authority on incidents, history and legendary for 
Southern Illinois and Southern Indiana, several years before his death, related to the 
editor of the Press the origin of the name, as applied to our picturesque Embarras. 
According to Mr. Schifferstein's understanding, a party went out hunting from 
Vincennes, soon after the Revolutionary War, and while wandering about in the 
almost illimitable and impenetrable forest of the central Mississippi valley country, 
"lost" their bearings and came one evening to the banks of then a strange and 
unknown river, where they camped until the next morning. Being wholly mystified 
as to their surrounds and realizing that something must be done to "find" them­
selves, they constructed a raft, climbed upon it, and then followed the drift of the 
current to the Wabash and thence to their homes. 
Afterwards, in remembrance of the embarrassing situation of their trip, they named 
the river the Embarras, spelling it with one "s", pronounced in French, the native 
tongue of its sponsors, "Emberru" and locally Anglicized into"Ambraw". 
- Sainte Marie Tribune (1915). 63 
BRUSH FORMED PART OF THE BACKDROP for a tense moment in the county's history. 
About the year 1837, Indians reportedly were preparing for war at their camp on Big 
Muddy Creek. A group of white settlers spied on the camp to check on the rumor, 
"peeping through the brush, to find that the Indians had pulled up stakes and 'moved out 
West. '" After this scare, "the county began to settle up very fast, and in ten years there 
was a little town in the brush, called Newton . . . ." II 
THE DISCUSSION OF JASPER COUNTY in the 1837 Gazetteer ofIllinois says, "Much of the 
prairie and timbered land of this county is level, wet, and of an inferior quality," and, 
"On the North Fork and the main Embarras are some good tracts of fertile soil. " 52 
MARTHA ROBINS AUTHORED a 1938 treatise, Historical Development ofJasper County. 
Her discussion of lumbering during the period 1831 to 1870 states, 
In 1837 Richard Eaton built a lumber mill on North Fork· and attached a 
mill for grinding corn. During the same year J.F. Hammer built one on 
Crooked Creek t for grinding corn, and later attached one for sawing lumber. 
... By the close of the period, apparently the log most in demand was black 
walnut. In 1869 S.R. Barker advertised for 5,000 of them. 61 
• The North Fork of the Embarras River joins the main stem of the Embarras two miles 
below Sainte Marie. 
t Crooked Creek enters the Embarras River at Sainte Marie. 
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IN 1875 THE STATE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY issued a report with the following information 
about Jasper County: 
The Embarras river runs through a low, flat bottom, from three to five miles 
in width, with some swampy areas, though generally dry enough to admit of 
cultivation, but subject to overflow from the high water of the river. Rock 
exposures are but rarely to be met with in the county, owing, in part, to the 
soft and yielding character of the sandstones and shales that form the bed rock 
over the greater portion of the county, and in part to the wide valleys in which 
the streams have their courses, seldom impinging upon the bluffs sufficiently 
to expose the stratified rocks. 
. . . Small bowlders of metamorphic rock are frequently met with in the creek 
beds or on the hill sides ... , associated with those derived from the sand­
stones and limestones of the Coal Measures. 
. . . The bottom lands of the Embarras have a rich alluvial soil . . .. The soil 
of the prairie region is a chocolate colored clay loam . . .. The timbered 
upland is similar to that described in the report on Crawford county, and the 
varieties of timber noticed here was nearly the same. • Although not posses­
sing so large an area of timbered land as Crawford county, it has nevertheless 
an abundant supply for a much larger population than it contains at the present 
time. 76 
Another story of the river's name was that there was so much driftwood stumps and 
tree tops in the river that the French called it Embarras - meaning obstructions. 
A story says that the unusual name of Embarras was given the river when a young 
French guide, proud of his appoinunent, was asked the name of the river running 
through the territory for which he was acting as a guide. He did not know it, 
became so embarrassed his superior officer leaned over and laughingly wrote on 
the map "Ernbarras River". The Indians, unable to say Embarras, called it the 
Arnbraw. 
All such legends are interesting, but the truth about the river's name is simply that 
Embarras, correctly spelled with only one's' on the end, means obstruction in 
French. . .. Embarras should be pronounced as if it were spelled Ahmberah. 
- History oj Sainte Marie (1962). 33 
• See page 30 for a list of trees in Crawford County. 
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ABOUT 1875 THE ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT issued a decision that includes a review of 
Jasper County's townships. The following selections from this document describe eco­
logical features of townships in the Embarras River Area. 
Grove Township, in the northwest corner of the county, is six miles north and 
south by eight and one-quarter miles east and west, and has the finest body of 
prairie of any township in the county, with a fine strip of timber along the 
Embarrass, on the east side of the township; also, a fine body of timber on the 
west side, called the Island Grove. It is an elevated piece of land of about 640 
acres, entirely surrounded by prairie, and can be seen for eight or ten miles 
around. 
· .. North Muddy Township, just south of Grove, is nine miles north and 
south by five and one-quarter miles east and west, and is about three-fourths 
beautiful prairie, which is almost all in cultivation. The timber along Big 
Muddy Creek (from which the township was named), is mostly white oak, and 
in places almost as fine as can be found in the county. There are four saw and 
two grist-mills on the creek. 
· .. Wade Township ... is just east of North Muddy Township. . .. It is a 
little over half prairie, about all of which is in cultivation. The timber along 
the Embarrass River, which runs through the township, has been very fine, but 
is being sawed up very fast. The river bottom land is the most productive that 
we have, yet most of it overflows, which makes it hard to keep up the fencing. 
The prairie is good, and generally more rolling than some land further from 
the river. 
· .. Willow Hill Township lies due east of Wade ... and is very evenly 
divided between prairie and timber. The prairie is about all improved, and but 
little timber land that is not fenced up. Some of the land is a little flat, but 
can all be easily drained. 
· . . Saint Marie Township is due south of Willow Hill Township, . . . and is 
mostly timber land, as the Embarrass River runs through the township. There 
are some very good farms in the township, and it is mostly in cultivation, 
except most of the river bottom lands. 
· .. Fox Township, due west of Saint Marie Township, ... is mostly beauti­
ful prairie, except a strip of timber on Fox Creek, that runs nearly through the 
township. The prairie is almost all under cultivation, and also part of the 
timber. 
· .. Smallwood Township lies due west of Fox, and ... is over half prairie, 
which is about all in cultivation and the timber is mostly fenced. 11 
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTy'S natural resources is contained in J.H. Battle's 1884 
"History of Jasper County." 
About one-third of the county was originally timbered land, and the remainder 
prairie, the latter occupying the broad areas of upland between the valleys of 
the streams, and elevated from sixty to eighty feet above the water courses. 
From Robinson to Liberty, the country is rather low and comparatively level, 
seldom rising more than twenty or thirty feet above the beds of the small 
streams. The changes wrought by the habits and cultivation of the whites have 
somewhat altered the proportion of timbered land, so that timber land and 
prairie are about equal in extent, a strip of each in varying widths alternating 
through the county. The general trend of the water courses is southward. The 
Embarrass, the French pronunciation having degenerated into the local name 
of Ambrau, traverses the whole extent of the county from northwest to 
southeast. ... The valley through which this river courses is a low, flat 
bottom, from three to five miles in width, with some swampy areas, though 
generally dry enough to admit of cultivation, but subject to overflow from the 
high water of the river. ... Small prairie runs are noted on the map of the 
county, such as the Wet Weather, a name that indicates its origin, in Small­
wood Township . . . . 
· . . The chief resource, however, of the county is its soil. The bottom lands 
of the Embarrass have a rich alluvial soil, and when cleared and brought under 
cultivation, produce large crops of com, to which they seem best adapted. 
The soil of the prairie region is a chocolate-colored, clay loam, similar to that 
of the adjoining counties, and produces fair crops of com, wheat, oats and 
grass. On the timbered uplands, the soil is somewhat variable. When the 
surface is broken the soil is thin, but on the more level portions, where the 
growth is composed in part of black walnut, sugar tree, hackberry, etc., the 
soil is very productive and yields large crops of all the cereals grown in this 
latitude. The varieties of timber found here are the common species of oak 
and hickory, black and white walnut, white and sugar maple, slippery and red 
elm, honey locust, hackberry, ash, etc. 
· . . Most of the land in the county is low, and very much in need of drainage. 
This subject is now attracting considerable attention, and two extensive tile 
factories have this year been put in operation, with the prospect of ample 
patronage. 
· .. the first inhabitants of Jasper County territory were principally squatters; 
men who found it safer to leave the more settled parts of the older States and 
seek a refuge where the arm of the law could not reach. The "Dark Bend," a 
copse-like bottom of the Embarrass, in the southeast comer of Jasper County 
extending into Crawford County, was the principal spot occupied by these 
characters, though at an early date it was popularly supposed that "the woods 
was full of them." II 
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An Embarras River ferryman named Taylor was a counterfeiter. About 1824 his neigh­
bors came to suspect him, and they followed his trail to "a thicket or thick woods, almost 
impenetrable, about seven miles north, and a little west of where Newton now stands, 
near the mouth of a little creek that empties into the Embarrass River, known since that 
day by the name of 'Mint' Creek .... " 11 
J.H. Battle's writings provide other glimpses of natural features in the early days of 
Jasper County. The flow of the North Fork ("East Fork") of the Embarras River in 
Willow Hill Township was dependable enough to power a sawmill and grist mill. 11 
Specifications for the county courthouse, drawn up in 1839, called for 23 windows, each 
with 24 panes; the window frames, door frames, and shingles were to be black walnut. 11 
Mr. Battle provided the following information about the rivers and creeks in the county: 
The streams reaching out in every direction, in an early day, proved very 
embarrassing obstacles.• Fords were to be found in certain times of the year, 
but for several months crossing them was very uncertain. The Embarrass 
River was the most important, and a ferry was established across it at Newton 
at a very early date, by Garwood. At certain times in the year teams could 
ford the river, and the business was of more convenience to the public than 
profit to the owner. 11 
Mr. Battle mentioned the advent of a weed that came with the establishment of wagon 
roads in Jasper County: 
The concentrated travel had the effect of killing out the stemgrass, t the place 
of which was soon occupied by a yellow blossomed, gummy, resinous weed of 
little height, and which thus served to mark the established trail. 11 
Battle's description fits gumweed (Grindelia squarrosa), which is generally considered 
to have spread into Illinois from the drier prairies farther west. Gumweed already was 
a member of the state's flora when LA. Lapham published his catalogue of Illinois plants 
in 1857. 40 Although gumweed may not have been indigenous to Illinois, it appears to 
have waned along with the native prairie flora: the species has not been scientifically 
documented from Jasper County. 
HISTORY BUFFS FROM SAINTE MARIE compiled old newspaper accounts for their town's 
sesquicentennial in 1987. Among early notices is this one from 1874: "Our farmers are 
busy gathering corn and hickory nuts." And in 1878, "Maple sugar is a sweet luxury 
garnered from drilling Maple trees." 63 The following comes from a newspaper issued 
in November 1884: 
• "Embarrassing" is used in the sense of impeding, hindering, hampering, or blocking 
progress. 
t Presumably the name "stemgrass" was intended for any of the tall prairie grasses. 
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... quite a pile of walnut lumber at a railway station in this county was 
awaiting shipment. It reminds us that a few years ago the Embarras river 
bottoms contained some of the finest walnut trees in the United States. 
This valuable timber has been stripped from our forests and sold by loggers at 
ruinously low prices. If the trees were standing today, they would be worth 
ten dollars for every one realized out of them when sold years ago. 
. . . The crop of hickory nuts in the bottoms is simply immense. At least 75 
teams· in this immediate vicinity, were out Sunday gathering them in. Gus 
Rider says that he is going to gather a carload this week. However, clearing 
for farm land will reduce the number of trees considerably. 63 
The lumber trade was part of the Sainte Marie community from the outset. According 
to one of the founding fathers, "On the day we began our first cabin in what is now 
Sainte Marie, we set up the first sawmill." 63 The sesquicentennial history of Sainte 
Marie provides glimpses of the sawmill industry in the form of extracts from local news­
papers. April 1885: "Sam Barker will move his saw mill on Anthony Litzelmann' s 
land." June 1885: "Severine Laugel is having his tie timber worked up at Ad Fulton's 
saw mill." September 1885: "H.H. Calvert has shipped several carloads of tight barrel 
staves." 63 
March 1886: "Jackson & Hartrich's sawmill is now cutting lumber, employing from 10 
to 15 hands. The stave factory is running at full capacity." 63 
April 1891: "The Pictor Bros. have excelled all past records in rafting logs down from 
Camp Prairie Du Chien, a big coon station t 10 miles up the Embarras River. They 
have delivered to Jackson and Hartrich's sawmill 1,000 fine logs." June 1891: "A saw 
mill has been started adjacent to our village by Capt. Royal Cravens." August 1891: 
"S.F. Laugelloaded and shipped 20 carloads of piling and ties." 63 
February 1897: "Timber is taken from the trees and converted into several specialties 
requiring saws of various kinds. They recently have added machinery for making hoops 
and can turn out 18,000 hoops and 1,800 bundles in a day." 63 
March 1916: "A.C. Bolander purchased a 200 acre tract of choice timber, oak, hickory 
and walnut ... for $10,000. The tract lies southeast of Ste. Marie." September 1916: 
"The A.C. Bolander sawmill ... gives employment to about 75 men, teamsters, cutters 
and loaders. . .. Teams are now bringing to the mill over 20,000 ft. daily. The 
hickory, ash and oak is being milled into automobile stock. Several weeks ago, several 
• That is, 75 horse-drawn wagons. 
t Perhaps this was intended to read "big boom station" -a place where a boom was strung 
across the Embarras River to collect logs that were to be rafted to the sawmill. 
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cars of choice walnut, some of it bringing $12.00 per thousand, was shipped to a firm 
at Indianapolis where it will be made into veneering. Mr. Bolander recently purchased 
an electric lighting outfit with which to illuminate his plant in order that employees may 
work ten hours per day in the winter months." • 63 
In addition to presenting the above newspaper accounts, Sainte Marie's sesquicentennial 
history book discusses the Embarras River where it flows past town: 
The river could be forded nearly year round but there were times, as is true 
today, that the seemingly docile river would become rain swollen with treach­
erous currents, making passage for the settlers impossible. 
. . . In 1848, eleven years after the founding of Sainte Marie, a ferry was 
established to cross the river. ... The ferry was discontinued in 1860 
because the operator deemed it unprofitable as there were many times the 
pioneers decided to ford the river instead of using the ferry. 63 
Lawrence County 
IN illS 1823 Gazetteer ofthe States of Illinois and Missouri, Lewis C. Beck emphasized 
the swampy nature of the Embarras River bottomland of Lawrence County: 
It is not unfrequently the case, that the bottoms of those streams which are 
more than 2 miles in width, are covered with from four to eight feet of water, 
so as to render them perfectly impassible. During the last season, a complete 
water communication was formed from the Embarass to Vincennes, a distance 
of about seven miles. Travelling through this county during these seasons, is 
attended with much difficulty and danger. In the low prairies near the 
Wabash, there are quagmires called by the common people purgatory swamps, 
or devil's holes, the surface of which appears dry and level, but is only sup­
ported by quicksand. A stick can be thrust into them to any distance; and 
when the prairies are covered with water, should a traveller be so unfortunate 
as to sink, it is generally fatal to him. Instances of this kind frequently occur; 
and those whom necessity compels to travel at this season, unless the water is 
sufficiently high for the ferry . . . . t 13 
THE ENTRY FOR LAWRENCE COUNTY in J.M. Peck's 1837 Gazetteer of Illinois echoes 
Beck's 1823 Gazetteer: 
• The editor added, "After operating the mill here for a number of years, A.C. Bolander 
moved it to Newton." 63 
t In 1852 Daniel Curtiss paraphrased Beck's statements in his Western Portraiture: "Law­
rence county is watered by the Embarrass, and contains a fair proportion of prairie and timber, 
with some bad sink holes and swamps, called 'Devil's Holes.''' 24 
58 
The principal water course in the county is the Embarras River, so named by the 
early French explorers, and their pronunciation of the name has been corrupted into 
"Ambraw," which is the spelling now very commonly used. This stream often 
overflowed its banks in early days, and, for several miles above its mouth, its 
waters sometimes united with those of the Wabash in high freshets; and, even when 
the waters of both were within their banks, the country between Fort Vincennes and 
the Embarras River was swampy. A large tract between those places was then 
called "Purgatory Swamp,» or "Devil's Holes,» in which animals, and sometimes 
men, were lost, so that the services of an experienced guide were required at 
certain seasons in going over that swampy country by the early travelers, when they 
desired to journey from or to Kaskaskia over the obscure path known as the 
"Vincennes Trace," which stretched between those settlements. These troublesome 
conditions caused the French settlers to give the name "Embarras" to this stream. 
French word having a similar meaning to that our word "embarrass.» 
- Charles Edward Wilson (1906). 8 
It is watered by the Embarras river, and Racoon creek, which pass through it, 
and Fox river on its western border. The banks of these streams are low and 
subject to inundation. 
In the low prairies, near the Wabash, are swamps and sloughs, known by 
the name of "purgatory," which, in a wet season, are miry, and extremely 
unpleasant to the traveler. Over some of these, bridges and levees are now 
constructed. In a dry season, the water evaporates, and the ground becomes 
firm. 52 
A.H. WORTHEN'S 1875 DISCUSSION of the county addresses the Purgatory Swamp, bot­
tomland prairie, and forest: 
East of Lawrenceville, and lying between the Embarras and Wabash rivers, 
there is an extensive marsh from two to four miles in width and about ten 
miles in length, called Purgatory swamp. Surrounding this on the east and 
north, there is a considerable area of bottom prairie, the upper or northern 
portion being known as Allison's prairie, and the lower portion as the Russel­
ville prairie. 
The Wabash and Embarras rivers are skirted with broad alluvial bottoms and 
level table lands . . .. Some portions of the latter are quite sandy, and 
constitute the terrace prairies between the Purgatory swamp and the Wabash. 
The bottoms along the Embarras are heavily timbered with all the common 
varieties of oak, hickory, ash, elm, maple, black and white walnut, coffeenut, 
persimmon, cottonwood, sycamore, hackberry, red birch, honey-locust, wild 
cherry, black gum, dogwood, etc. The uplands are generally rolling, and 
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were mostly originally covered with a heavy growth of timber, though much 
of the surface has been cleared and brought under cultivation since the first 
settlement of the county. 78 
THE PUBLISIllNG HOUSE OF J.L. McDonough issued a history of Lawrence County in 
1883. This book discusses early activities along the Embarras River: 
On the banks of this stream, about a mile and a quarter above its mouth, in 
1805 or 1806, settled John Small. Shortly after this date, he built a frame 
water mill, which became familiarly known as Small's mill. . .. The dam 
was built of hewed logs, supported by rock and earth. . .. Some distance 
above the mill, in a little log cabin, at a locality called "Muscle shoals," • 
lived William Harriman with his wife and four children. 38 
The Harrimans were killed by Indians about 1812, as was a neighbor who "went down 
to the marsh to shoot duck." He was buried "at the foot of a white oak tree." 38 
The first home of white immigrants at Lawrenceville was built in 1816. According to 
J.L. McDonough's history, "Large maple trees then covered the present site of the town; 
in short, it was but a little hamlet within a sugar camp." The first blacksmith shop was 
"a little south of where the court-house now stands. This ground was then a wilderness 
of sugar maple, extending from his shop north to the river." In 1821 the center of 
Lawrenceville was designated by a stake driven into a white oak stump. 38 
Lawrenceville is on high ground next to the Embarras River. Erosion by the river has 
exposed "clay banks" as well as limestone bedrock: 
At what was known several years ago as the "clay-banks," east of the Embar­
ras, in Lawrence township, there are also numerous springs, besides several 
Indian mounds . . . . 
. . . The limestone at Lawrenceville, and at the bridge two miles east on the 
Embarras, is somewhat argillaceous, and, therefore, is not to be depended 
upon where it is subjected to the action of frost and moisture. This is the only 
limestone developed in the county and is not adapted for either the lime-kiln or 
building purposes. 38 
High ground immediately north of Lawrenceville afforded the site for constructing a 
water mill: 
In 1817 or '18, John Brigman attempted to construct a water mill on the 
Embarras, near where the present water mill stands, but his efforts proved 
abortive. A little later, Cornelius Taylor also made the attempt, but failed . 
• Mussel Shoals is a shallow reach of the Embarras River downstream from Lawrenceville. 
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In 1819 or 1820, Toussaint and Loire Dubois, with the aid of the settlers, 
succeeded in constructing a dam, and a mill was soon erected. . .. Sub­
sequently a saw mill was attached, and they did good service for the settlers 
for several years, when they went to decay. 
. . . The present mill was built by Daniel Payne about 1833. When first 
constructed it contained two run of burrs, and subsequently was attached a 
carding mill and a saw mill. 38 
A colony of Shakers built a mill on the Embarras River near the north line of Lawrence 
County: 
About the year 1819 a community of the sect known as Shakers ... was 
formed on the Embaras river. . .. . .. The "Shaker Mill" soon followed, 
and was put in operation in the spring of 1820. It was a frame water-mill with 
one set of burrs, and was built on the west bank of the river. The Shakers had 
operated it about two years, when the breaking of the mill-dam cast discour­
agement about them, and having leased the property ... , they ... emigrated 
to Shakertown and other points. 
The lessee operated the mill about two years, when, in 1824, it was purchased 
by Asahel Heath and his son Renick, who moved it across the river to the 
present site of Charlottesville, rebuilt it, added a set of burrs, and operated it 
fifteen or eighteen years. It enjoyed an active existence till about ten years 
ago when it was abandoned. Some three or four years since' it was washed 
away. 38 
The 1883 History ofEdwards, Lawrence and Wabash Counties provides an overview of 
the natural resources of Lawrence County: 
The greater portion of the county was originally covered with heavy timber, 
though there are a few small prairies in the south and northwest. The surface 
is generally rolling, but in no part is it sufficiently broken to be unfit for 
cultivation. 
. . . The Wabash and Embarras rivers are skirted with broad alluvial bottoms 
and level table lands, ranging from two to four miles in extent. Some portions 
of the latter are quite sandy, and constitute the terrace prairies between the 
Wabash and Purgatory swamp. During the seasons of high water, this portion 
of the county is more or less inundated; the cultivation of the land is thus 
impeded, and the farms are therefore of less value in the market. 
• The phrase "three or four years since" is used in the sense of "three or four years ago." 
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. . . Perennial Springs and artificial mounds are found in different parts of the 
county. At the foot of the Perkin's hills • there are several of these springs, 
that furnish an abundance of excellent water. J.C. Foster, who resides in 
section 27, Petty township, utilizes them by conveying the water through pipes 
to his house and farm, situated one-half mile away. One of these springs 
forms quite a branch, and when united with the water that flows from the 
surrounding springs, the discharge is borne away into Paul's creek. 38 
This volume mentions ecological features of several townships in the Embarras River 
Area. In Lawrence Township, "On either side of the Embarras river there are quite 
extensive bottoms, especially on the northeast. These are mainly covered with heavy 
timber, and are subject to overflow." 38 
Allison Township embraces the great lowland at the confluence of the Embarras and 
Wabash Rivers: 
The surface is that of a level prairie, largely subject to overflow when not 
properly protected by levees. The soil consists of sand, with an admixture of 
black loam. Timber is not abundant, and is confined to the southern part and 
to a narrow belt along the Wabash. 
. . . An early resident on Dubois hill was "Billy 0' the Bow," a colored man, 
who, with his wife Seeley, had their apartments in a hollow sycamore tree. 38 
Dennison Township lies immediately south of the mouth of the Embarras River: 
The surface was originally almost wholly covered with timber and is, in 
places, somewhat broken. West of the central part is an area called "Wolf­
prairie." The soil is best adapted to the growth of wheat. 38 
Petty Township occupies the northwest corner of Lawrence County: 
The principal streams are the Embarras river, Little Muddy creek, and Paragin 
slough, t a sluggish stream that flows through an extensively wooded bottom, 
and at various points widens into ponds. The name is a compliment to the 
memory of Peter Paragin, the pioneer hunter of that region, and was suggested 
by the circumstance that he slew the only bears, two in number, ever killed 
along that stream. ... Timber of a good quality is quite abundant. 38 
• Red Hills State Park is in the Perkin's Hills region. 
t Remnants of Paragin Slough (or "The Slough") occupy an extensive lowland west of the 
Embarras River near Chauncey. 
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The large swamp ten miles long, which bore the unpleasant name of "Purgatory 
Swamp," is now but a mmwry, for it has been drained and there is not a more 
fenile spot in the county than that where once lurked the deadly snakes and still 
more fatal miasmo. The progressive spirit displayed by the people ofLawrence in 
ridding themselves of this dangerous spot, is but one instance of what they have 
accomplished, and how dearly they hold the welfare of their locality. 6 
This book lists more than a hundred kinds of trees and shrubs in the region, identified 
by Dr. Jacob Schneck of Mt. Carmel, who was an authority on trees. The editors ap­
pended this essay: 
The plants are many and rare, some for beauty, while others are most valuable 
for their medicinal properties. The pinkroot, the columbo, ginseng, boneset, 
pennyroyal, and others are utillized as herbs for medicine. Among the plants 
of beauty are phlox, the lily, the asclepias, • the mints, golden rod, the 
eyebright, gerardia, t and hundreds of other varieties which adorn the mea­
dows, the timber, and the brook-sides; besides the above there are many 
varieties of the climbing and twining vines, such as the bitter-sweet, trumpet­
creeper, woodbine, the clematis, the grape and others, which fill the woods 
with gay festoons, and add grace and beauty to many a decayed monarch of 
the forest. *38 
THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS are from the Lawrence County Biographical (1910). 
Unfortunately the early settlers, intent upon securing lumber for their primitive 
homes, rails for their fences, and firewood, sacrificed these trees of centuries 
of growth. Imagine today the shingling a one-room log-cabin with black 
walnut shingles, or making a floor of this valuable wood. Or, worse still, 
burning up priceless lumber to cook the corn pone and fry the side of bacon. 
After a saw-mill was established on the Embarras River at Lawrenceville, for 
years the finest black walnut logs were floated down to it. With the exception 
of a little ash for flooring, for years nothing but walnut was used for all pur­
poses. The people are now paying the penalty of this wasting of what can 
never be replaced, and face a timber famine. 
• Asclepias ~ milkweed. 
t Gerardia ~ foxglove. 
*This florid prose was not prepared specially for Lawrence County. The passage also 
appears in the History of Marion and Clinton Counties, Illinois (1881) 17 and in some other 
volumes produced by J.L. McDonough and his associates. 
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· .. Some portions of the county are quite sandy. . .. Naturally where the 
land is so well drained, there are to be found springs of special virtue, and at 
the bottom of Perkin's Hills are several that are widely-famed for their 
medicinal qualities. There are also several in the vicinity of Muddy Creek, 
while there are others in Lawrence Township and in the vicinity of Indian 
mounds. 6 
Richland County 
THE Geological Survey of Illinois (1875) says of Richland County, 
The prairies are usually small, and possess a rich, productive clay-loam soil, 
that will never require manuring if properly cultivated with a judicious system 
of rotation of crops. The soil on the timbered lands is less uniform in quality 
than on the prairies, and its character is generally well indicated by the growth 
of timber. Where this is mainly composed of two or three varieties of oak and 
hickory, the soil is thin and poor, and will require frequent applications of 
manure or other fertilizers to keep it up to the ordinary standard of productive­
ness for western lands. But where the timber growth is largely interspersed 
with elm, black walnut, linden, wild cherry, persimmon, honey locust, etc., 
the soil is good, and will rank favorably with the best prairie lands in its 
productive qualities. A large portion of the timbered land in the county is of 
this quality, and when cleared and brought under cultivation, it produces 
nearly or quite as well as the best prairie land. 78 
l.H. BATTLE'S "History of Richland County" provides the following information about 
farming in the county: 
There was little, if any, systematic farming until about 1855. At this time the 
Ohio & Mississippi Railroad was constructed from Vincennes to Saint Louis 
and opened up a market for the surplus products of this region, and with this 
incentive the farmer brought more care and thought to the production of a 
crop. Until recently the subject of fertilizers has received but little attention. 
The virgin soil was so productive, and the stabling of stock so little practiced, 
that the value or necessity for the enrichment of the ground did not press itself 
upon the attention. . .. Certain pieces of "willow land" and river bottoms 
have produced good yields of wheat for twelve or fifteen years in succession 
without manuring. . .. In the matter of drainage the county is still in the 
happy freedom from any stern necessity. Most of the farming lands have so 
good a natural drainage, that the majority of cultivated lands are dependent 
upon the plow only for surface drainage. A theory is maintained as to the 
advantage of tile draining, but the judgment of the community upon this topic 
has evaporated in talk. A tile factory has been established about a mile south 
of Olney, and tile will probably be used to a considerable extent, but thus far 
no regular attempts at permanent drains have been made. 
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... The cultivation of the prairie was productive of considerable sickness. 
The decaying of so much vegetation gave rise to a miasma, that showed itself 
in the general prevalence of the ague. • It was a common phrase to indicate 
an early settler by saying that he came before the "shakes." Another disease 
prevalent in a new country had its rage here, and was known as milk-sickness. 
Its characteristics vary in different localities, being most prevalent in some 
communities during the wet seasons, and in others quite the reverse. Cattle, 
and even game are affected by the plague, the carcasses of animals dying with 
it spreading the infection. The people were supposed to contract the disease 
by the use of the milk from cows in the early stages of the trouble. t It is not 
altogether unknown now in the county, and is especially dreaded, as there 
seems to be no effectual remedy. 12 
Most of the Embarras River Area in Richland County lies within the bounds of German 
Township. LH. Battle's history of the county says of this township, "Grand Prairie 
extends into the western side, and Stringtown Prairie into the eastern side of the 
township. The central part of the township is high and was originally covered with 
timber, but much of this has been cleared off and replaced by good farms. " 12 
Vermilion County 
ALL OF THE EMBARRAS RIvER AREA in Vermilion County lies within Sidell Township. 
The Honorable Hiram Beckwith portrayed the township in his 1879 History a/Vermilion 
County: 
It was all originally prairie, except six small groves, aggregating less than two 
square miles of timber land. For this reason alone it failed to attract attention 
for the first twenty years of the county's history. The little groves had been 
taken, but the broad expanse of prairie, which forms the real wealth of this 
prairie township, was inhabited only by those pestiferous things which are 
disastrous alike to the peace of man and beast. Perhaps there never was, in 
the same range of country, so many inhuman flies as only a few years ago 
lived and made day noxious in the limits of this prairie basin of the Little 
Vermilion, now known as Sidell. "Flies till you couldn't rest" is a mild way 
• The ague, or malaria, was erroneously thought to be caused by miasma, or poisonous 
vapors that arose from rotting vegetation. 
t In his 1883 history of Crawford County, W.H. Perrin wrote, "Thus milk-sick lay in wait 
for man and beast along nearly all the streams throughout the county, and often proved as fatal as 
the horrible malaria which freighted the air, floating out from its noisome lurking places, spread­
ing far and wide its deadly poison. Milk-sick is a disease that has puzzled the wisest medical men 
for years, and is still an unsolved question." 53 Eventually it became known that people contract­
ed milk sickness by drinking milk from cows that had grazed on white snakeroot (Eupatorium 
rugosum). 
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of putting it. During the month of August people found it necessary to travel 
by night to save their horses from being almost eaten up. 
. . . At that time people supposed it took six or eight yoke of oxen to break 
prairie, and did not know that the red root could be destroyed by hitting it 
with the sharp edge of a plow, even without cutting it off. A person who 
could not command a "breaking team," or pay two dollars and a half per acre 
for "breaking," must get along without. A gentleman who decided in his own 
mind that he could break prairie with a horse team, by dodging around the 
"red roots" • as he would around stumps or stones, aroused so much ridicule 
(this was about 1853) that men went miles to see the trial, and to laugh at the 
new-fangled notions of a book-farmer. 14 
Judge Beckwith reported that a 160-acre tract in Carroll Township had once boasted "the 
most beautiful growth of black walnut timber in this section" in 1835. But "the Sulli­
vants cut it off and made it into rails to fence 'broad lands.'" t 14 
A BIOGRAPIllCAL SKETCH OF David Dickson, an 1828 immigrant to Carroll Township, 
depicts the landscape as "exceedingly beautiful, diversified with prairie and timber, the 
meadows and marshes thriving with a luxurious growth of prairie grass and wild 
flowers." 19 
• Red root ~ Ceanothus americanus (New Jersey tea). 
t	 The village of Broadlands is in the Embarras valley 10 miles west of Carroll Township. 
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Champaign County 
THE Urbana Union announced to its readership on January 11, 1855, "Those who love 
the sports of the chase will have an opportunity of enjoying a rare hunt on Saturday next. 
By a well matured plan the citizens of the county intend having a Circular Hunt. The 
perimeter of the circle touches at Urbana, Robert Dean's, the old Boyer farm, Sadorus 
Grove and Sidney. The center is about nine miles south of this place." 4 
The strategy of this hunt was to surround game with a multitude of hunters, drive the 
animals to the center, then kill them. But the Urbana Union subsequently revealed, 
Instead of returning laden with the trophies of the chase, and for weeks 
fattening on good venison, our hunters carne in early in the afternoon with 
horses jaded, empty stomachs and frozen fingers; in short, with anything but 
plenty of game. It appears that detachments from other settlements, not so 
adventurous as our hunters, did not venture to brave the cold winds of the 
prairies that day, and the circle was not completed until they arrived upon the 
ground near the centre; therefore the game was comparatively scarce. A few 
deer and wolves were headed, but from the few hunters on the ground, all 
escaped but one wolf. 4 
IN The Birds 0/ Wisconsin and Illinois, author Charles Cory reported, "Mr. Isaac E. 
Hess informs me he has a Golden Eagle in his collection taken near Philo, Champaign 
Co., Illinois, May 13, 1899; he also states that two others have been taken in that vicin­
ity during the last seven years." Regarding the turkey vulture, Charles Cory wrote, 
"Mr. Isaac E. Hess informs me he has taken eleven sets of eggs of this species in May 
and June near Philo, Champaign Co., Illinois." Isaac Hess also reported breeding by 
Bell's vireos, hooded warblers, and Carolina wrens near Philo during or close to the last 
decade of the 19th century. 21 
ADDrrIONAL DESCRIPTIONS OF WILDLIFE in the headwaters of the Embarras River in 
Champaign County can be consulted in Early Accounts o/the Ecology o/the Headwaters 
Area. 70 
Clark County 
WILLIAM HENRY PERRIN'S 1883 volume about the history of Clark County introduces 
the fauna of the pioneer era. ' 
Game was abundant in the early settlement of the county. Deer, turkeys, 
hares, squirrels, foxes, otters, muskrats, raccoons, opossums, etc., existed in 
large numbers. A few bears were killed, but they were never numerous. 
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Panthers, catamounts, • wolves and wildcats abounded, to the great annoyance 
of the settlers. Smaller vermin, such as weasels, minks, skunks and polecats t 
were very plentiful; and these, with the owls and hawks, rendered the raising 
of domestic fowls very difficult. Porcupines were also quite numerous. In an 
early day droves of wild horses roamed over portions of the country west of us 
(then in Clark County), but there is no account of any ever having been within 
our present limits. The streams were alive with fish, especially the Wabash. 
The catfish, muskalonge, bass, perch, sturgeon, spoonbills, shad, eels, etc., 
were very plenty. In the early spring the river, creeks, ponds and bayous 
were covered with geese, ducks, brant *and other water-fowl, and on the 
prairies were large numbers of prairie-chickens, grouse and partridges. ' 53 
In the same 1883 volume, a.N. Berry discussed the animal life of Casey Township: 
Meat ... furnished the greater part of the settler's fare, as game of all kinds 
was very plenty, especially deer and prairie chickens, the latter of which 
would often alight on the cabin roofs in large flocks. Wolves were the com­
mon enemy of man and beast, and roved over the country in such numbers as 
to prove very destructive to the farmers' stock, which could only be protected 
from them by being securely penned at night in high enclosures. To rid the 
country of these pests, wolf hunts were organized by the neighbors, who all 
turned out on certain occasions with horses and dogs, and many exciting 
scenes were often enjoyed in these wild chases. Another source of annoyance 
to the pioneer farmer was the prairie flies, which swarmed over the country in 
such vast numbers as to render working by day almost impossible; hence much 
of the farm labor had to be done by night. To protect the horses against the 
attacks of the "green-heads," they were rubbed with strong brine, which was 
the best protection that could be devised. As the country became more thickly 
populated and the prairies brought under cultivation, the flies disappeared and 
but few are now to be seen in the country. 53 
And Melrose Township-
Deer and wolves were found in large numbers, with occasionally a wild cat 
and bear to vary the sport. The wolves were of the large timber variety which 
attacked young pigs, calves and sheep almost with impunity. 
• In the 1800s "panther" and "catamount" were common names for the cougar. 
t "Polecat" is an old name for the skunk. 
*The name "brant" was formerly applied to goose species other than the Canada goose- in 
Illinois, most commonly the snow goose. 
l During the 1800s ruffed grouse went by both names, "grouse" and "partridge." Bobwhites 
were also called partridges. 
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... Wolves were hunted on horseback when the ground was frozen and was 
counted rare sport. Organized hunts were frequent, when relative values were 
put upon the different kinds of game and the defeated party paid for the 
whisky. 53 
FROM THE History of Clark County (1907) .. 
In fact in 1819 Clark County was a veritable wilderness, over whose extended 
prairies, and dense, unbroken forests of oak, hickory, elm, poplar, walnut, 
cottonwood, beech, ash, maple, sugar tree and interminable swamp lands, the 
wild deer, wild turkey, panther, bear, raccoon, opossum, wild cat, squirrel, 
quail, pheasant, and other wild animals and wild fowl roamed and fought and 
fluttered and screamed, with practically no one to ... make them afraid. 3 
Coles County 
LEVI HACKETT SETTLED near Charleston in 1832. According to his biographer, at that 
time, "Wild deer, pheasants, turkeys and wolves were plentiful and wild pigeons were 
to be found in such numbers as to break down large branches from trees on which they 
roosted." 5 
THE 1879 History of Coles County says of the Embarras, "This stream abounds in fine 
varieties of fish, viz., bass, cat, buffalo, pike and many others." 72 A wide-ranging 
discussion of the county's wildlife can be found between the covers of this volume: 
Joseph Parker killed a large bear, in 1828, near Buyess Berkley's, and many 
other members of the Bruin family were slaughtered in an early day by the 
pIOneers. 
Pork was obtained by allowing the hogs to run wild in the woods, subsisting 
on the mast then so plenty. ... They often became in a measure quite wild 
when allowed to roam, and when wanted at killing season generally had to be 
shot. 
... Deer were as plenty as cattle now, and it was not an uncommon affair, 
for the pioneer to shoot one from his cabin-door did he want a fresh venison 
steak for his breakfast. So common was the article it was not considered the 
luxury it is now, and was not thought as much a company dish as pork or 
beef. Turkeys grew very fat when the mast became ripe, and were very 
tender eating. Prairie chickens were not often eaten, their flesh not being 
considered very palatable. Bears, while they were not so plenty here as in 
some parts of the West, were by no means a rarity, and often furnished food 
for the settlers. Buffaloes were very scarce, even if any were to be found. 
Their bones, old settlers tell us, were thickly strewn over the prairies when 
they came, but the live animal was a rarity. 
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Wolves were the most troublesome animals to be found. They would kill the 
young pigs, depopulate chicken-roosts, carry off young lambs, slay their 
mothers, and all the time render night hideous with their howlings. They were 
very numerous, too, so much so, that grand hunts were organized to extermin­
ate them. Mr. Elisha Linder tells how that in one winter he killed one hun­
dred of them, generally by riding them down and clubbing them, or shooting 
them. The wolf was generally a great coward, preferring to pillage at night. 
During the day they would retire to their dens on some little knoll or in the 
edge of the timber. After the country began to settle, bounties were offered 
by the counties for wolf-scalps, whereby many paid their taxes. Now they are 
all gone from this part of Illinois, and should one adventurous wolf show 
himself, such a hunt would be organized to capture him, as would almost rival 
the hunts of early times. 72 
In its account of Morgan Township, this book informs the reader, 
Wolves and panthers, with occasionally a bear, inhabited this country forty or 
fifty years ago, and snakes were a spontaneous growth. Rattlesnakes were 
also very plenty. Mr. Morgan and his sons killed ninety rattlesnakes in one 
summer, on a ten-acre lot, and it was not a good season for rattlesnakes, 
either. Wolf-hunts were common, and their scalps commanded a bounty. A 
number of neighbors would band together, with dogs and guns, and the havoc 
made among the hateful little pests would sometimes be terrific. A man could 
pay his taxes in scalps, and, if he had an overplus, could pass them over to the 
Treasurer and get a county order for the balance due him.• 72 
The following is from the chapter about Seven Hickory Township. 
During the interval between the settlement of the timbered parts of the county 
and the open portions, the prairies were the scenes of many exciting wolf and 
deer hunts. The former animals were a foe to young pigs and poultry, even 
after settlers came out here to live. . .. To exterminate them, grand hunts 
were organized. A company of men, sometimes over a hundred in number, 
mounted on horses, followed by all the dogs and boys who could come, 
surrounded a certain portion of country, often quite extensive, and gradually 
closing in the circle, drove all before them. In early times, they would have 
sometimes a dozen wolves and as many deer in the doomed circle. When the 
line had been properly closed, a fire from guns and pistols was opened on the 
animals, care being taken not to shoot over a certain level. ... As the 
• The editors added, "We don't know whether the same custom prevailed here, or in Coles 
County, during the circulation of wolf-scalps as currency, that we have heard of in another section 
of the State, viz., that a man could go into a 'grocery' and get a glass of whisky, throw down a 
wolf-scalp, and the grocery-keeper would give him back a coon-skin, or two opossum-skins, in 
change. II 72 
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country filled with settlers, these pastimes gradually died out, as the game 
disappeared, until now they are a thing of the past. 72 
In Humboldt Township, rattlesnakes and wolves: 
Not only were wolves enemies to their flocks of lambs and young pigs, plenti­
ful on every hand, but snakes of various kinds infested the prairies. Of these, 
the most dreaded was the rattlesnake; much stock was injured and several 
persons were bitten by them; the breaking-up and cultivation of the prairie 
soon caused their extinction. As late as 1850, W.B. Hawkins says that, in 
breaking one round, he killed three full-grown rattlesnakes. On one occasion, 
when gathering strawberries, in company with two or three others, the party 
killed no less than twenty-six during the day. The prairie-wolves were a 
source of no little annoyance to the first settlers. To encourage them to use all 
the means within their reach to rid the country of these ravenous beasts, the 
Legislature of Illinois passed special acts, the first giving 75 cents, and the last 
$1.50 for each wolf-scalp. Thus wolf-scalps became a legal-tender, in tax­
paying at least. This was a wise act on the part of the Legislature, and gave 
quite an impetus to the great work of destroying the destroyer. The greatest 
and most successful wolf-chases were just after the fall of a deep snow, for the 
snow impeded the swiftness of the wolf much more than it did the fleetness of 
the horse. Immediately after the fall of a deep snow, each settler, armed and 
equipped for the race, would mount his "Pegasus," and, accompanied by his 
dog, would proceed to the place of rendezvous. The following graphic 
delineation of the chase has been given by one of the early settlers: "The 
Blue-Grass Grove, a little southeast of where the town of Milton (now Hum­
bolt) stands, was the grand rallying-point for all the settlements for miles 
around. It was a grand scene to be out on the wide-spread prairie, all covered 
with its white carpet of beautiful snowflakes, and to see far away in the 
distance squads of horsemen, some standing still, others in full chase of the 
almost flying wolf, that appeared in the distance like some dark bird, skim­
ming the snow; some two or three miles away are two or three horsemen on 
the look-out. Far off in the distance are two or three men urging their horses 
to their utmost speed toward the guard that is on the look-out. The look-out 
party know that the others are in full pursuit of the desired game; every eye is 
strained to catch a glimpse of the fleeing vagabond, but it is yet too far away 
to be seen; nearer and nearer come the flying horsemen; at length the wolf is 
seen from one hundred to two hundred yards ahead, and appears to fly almost, 
while the swift-footed horses seem to drink in the excitement of the chase, 
and, with outstretched necks and wide-spread nostrils, leaving behind them one 
continued stream of flying snow, thrown up by their nimble feet, stretch every 
nerve to overtake the flying game. The whole scene becomes intensely 
exciting; the poor wolf is running for life, but, unfortunately, there is danger 
just ahead; he is running toward other horsemen, on fresh horses, who join the 
chase, and a few hundred yards bring the fresh horses up with the game; not 
unfrequently the foremost horse runs over the wolf, killing or crippling it so 
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that the next man finishes the job. Sometimes, three or four such races are in 
sight at one and the same time, for the hunters from every section are concen­
trating their forces, and drawing near the great rallying-point with from eight 
to ten wolves. Every man is at his post, while the wolves are making every 
effort to escape. But every avenue of escape is closed, the dogs are let loose, 
and now men, horses, wolves and dogs are pell-mell together, and the work of 
destruction goes on; the barking and yelping of the dogs, with the shouting of 
the hunters and running of the horses, all these combined, made an exciting 
scene. It was great fun for the hunters, but death to the poor wolves; in some 
instances it proved pretty dear sport to the hunter, costing him his best horse 
for sometimes, under the influence of the excitement, he pushed his horse too 
far, so that he fell dead under his rider." In the spring season, great pains 
were taken to find their dens, for the purpose of destroying their young. 
These were generally found on some high point in the wide prairie, far from 
the habitation of man; all that were caught were scalped, both old and young, 
and the scalps laid up as so much cash against tax-paying day. But the days of 
wolf-hunts have long since passed away, and the "varmints" are seen no more 
in all the land. 72 
One wolf hunt was organized by George Hanson, the first person to buy land from the 
U.S. Government in Coles County: 
The grand wolf-hunt which he organized in an early day will not soon be 
forgotten. He proposed that the settlers on all sides should assemble in the 
edge of the timber, and, spreading out, move over the prairie in which Mat­
toon now stands, toward Dodge (now Herkimer's) Grove, and that each should 
so time his advance as to reach the grove precisely at 12 on the day appointed. 
The settlers from all parts came, and the hunt was instituted. The wolves, 
driven from their secret hiding-places, would dart away to the opposite side of 
the prairie only to find a cordon of men and dogs drawn completely around 
them, and thus hemmed in, with the boundaries continually contracting, a 
large drove was corraled in the grove, where expert marksmen picked them 
off as they were driven out by the dogs. That wolf-hunt was among the 
memorable events of those early days, and is still referred to with pleasure by 
those who participated in its fun and frolic. 72 
FROM THE 1906 History of Coles County-
The Embarras, Kaskaskia and Little Wabash in early days were all navigable 
streams for small craft for a considerable distance above their mouths . . . . 
These rivers teemed with fish life. Besides those varieties now found in them 
- such as Black Bass, Rock Bass ("goggle-eye"), Crappie ("Newlight"), 
Catfish and the little Sunfish - there were many varieties of so-called Sunfish 
and Red Perch or Bream and the pike, redhorse, buffalo, white sucker, chub, 
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shiner, grindle, • catfish and eel. They were also well stocked with the shell 
fish called mussel. The smaller creeks thronged with minnows and the young 
of the larger species. 
Some years ago the German carp got into these waters and like that other 
importation from the Old World, the English sparrow, it has become a nui­
sance. The better game fishes do not like the company of this bottom-feeding, 
mud-wallowing foreigner, and are gradually becoming more rare in Coles 
County streams. 
· .. The native animals were such beasts of prey as the panther, wildcat, the 
black timber wolf, large gray wolf, and, in vastly large numbers, the prairie 
wolf or coyote. Bears were here, but not numerous, and deer in abundance; 
also the rabbit, gray and red (or "fox") squirrel, flying squirrel, raccoon, 
opossum, badger, fox, gopher, ground squirrel, pole-cat, ground-hog, weasel, 
mink and muskrat. 
· . . In addition to those species of birds which we now find here (except the 
English sparrow, which is a recent unpardonable importation), there were wild 
turkey, wild pigeons (in countless numbers in some seasons during their season 
of migration), eagles, turkey-buzzards and parakeets. t The whippoorwill, 
then abundant, is now rarely seen. There were the migratory water-fowls, 
which came each spring and fall in countless thousands, some of them even 
remaining in the summer to breed, viz.: ducks of several species, wild geese, 
brantgeese, cranes, swans, storks and others. Snipes, various kinds of plov­
ers, woodcocks and various water or marsh birds of the smaller varieties, were 
abundant. Of those splendid game birds, at first so numerous here - the 
prairie chicken, ruffed grouse ("pheasant") and quail- the first two are nearly 
extinct in this county, and the quail, more hardy and more prolific by reason 
of its ability to breed and thrive in both timber and prairie, will be saved from 
extinction only by the most stringent enforcement of the State game laws. 
· .. Following the instincts of humanity everywhere, the early settlers were 
called upon to stop in their travels, or pause from their tasks, to "bruise the 
serpent's head." Snakes innumerable were here. The largest and most 
numerous and venomous was the rattlesnake. Specimens were found here at 
first, six inches or more in diameter and six or seven feet long. Other venom­
ous species, in smaller numbers, were the "spreading" vipers *and red vipers 
(or "copperheads"). More harmless species were the blacksnake, blue-racer, 
• Grindle = bowfin. 
t Wild pigeon = passenger pigeon; parakeet = Carolina parakeet. Both species are extinct. 
*Spreading viper = hognose snake. 
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garter-snake, water-snake, grass (or green) snake, chicken-snake, house-snake, 
bull-snake, etc. Lizards' were here, and frogs of all kinds and sizes made 
the nights musical, the long summers through. 
Insects of every species indigenous to the central United States, were unpleas­
antly plentiful. Mosquitoes, in "flying squadrons," attacked the tired and 
sleeping pioneer by night; small green "horse-flies" from the prairies, and 
great black ones, an inch long, from the timber regions, pursued the stock 
upon the commons and tormented the beasts of burden in their daily tasks. It 
was a common sight to see horses flecked allover with blood-spots caused by 
those voracious insects. Wild life of all kinds was so abundant and strenuous, 
that the settlers couldn't become lonesome, though human neighbors were 
scarce. 
. . . The pioneer-after a day's labor at the plow, interspersed, perhaps, with 
a shot at a fat deer that ventured close, a short chase after a skulking "painter" 
or wolf, and the destruction of a few snakes that crossed his path - would go 
to his cabin home in the evening, ... while the good wife cooked the venison 
and johnny-cake .... Seating himself upon a stump or home-made bench, or 
reclining upon the ground, as the sun gave its final winks through the foliage 
over the edge of the western slopes, he would watch the horde of bats as they 
appeared from mysterious hiding places and darted about on noiseless wings, 
intent upon their insect supper; hear the whippoorwill's mournful note along 
the "worm fence"; t see the "lightning-bugs" start from the "garden patch" 
and twinkle higher and higher among the trees; listen to the human-like voices 
of the owls down the valley - dimly conscious all the time, of those nearer 
sounds, the tremolo chirp of the crickets and the rhythmic cadence of the 
katydids, and, over and through it all, the grand diapason of the frogs - while 
far out upon the prairie the impudent, "rapid fire" yelping of the coyotes 
answered the deeper toned howls of the timber wolf, and, ever and anon, in 
startling nearness to his bare head, the "pinching bugs" *"boomed adown the 
gloom and bumped along the dusk. " 8 
As soon as rail service reached Coles County, wildlife was decimated: 
The city people of the old-settled Eastern States enjoyed then - as they do now 
- the taste of venison and other game, and it became profitable to kill game 
• Coles County is not considered to be within the range of any native lizards or their 
relatives, the skinks. Salamanders were often called lizards in the 1800s. 
t A rail fence was called a worm fence because it "wormed along": the rails were over­
lapped and stacked end-to-end in a zigzag fashion rather than making a straight line. 
*These "pinching bugs" have been known as elaters, click beetles, or death-watch beetles. 
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for the market. This was a new industry for a short time. In the winter of 
1855-56 very many car-loads of deer, turkey, prairie chickens, ducks, quails 
and rabbits went east from Coles County, and the following winter the ship­
ments averaged a car-load a day for awhile from the station of Mattoon alone. 
The sad result, as to the larger game, could have been foreseen. Within a 
year or so, only an occasional deer or wild turkey could be found within the 
borders of the county. 8 
Crawford County 
IN THE 1883 HISTORY of Crawford County, G.N. Berry described the onslaught against 
agricultural pests: 
Many devices were resorted to by the settlers to rid the county of the wolves, 
the most popular of which was the Sunday hunts, when all the citizens for 
miles around would start at a given signal, and close in on a circle. This 
would bring the wolves close together when they could be easily shot. 
Another serious hindrance to the pioneer farmer was the numerous flocks of 
crows which infested the country. These birds destroyed almost entire fields 
of com, and premiums were offered for their destruction. Grain-fields had to 
be carefully watched, and when the field was very large, dogs were tied in 
different places to scare the birds away, while the man with his gun watched 
the other parts. 53 
In same volume, J.H. Battle offered a discourse about wildlife in Robinson Township: 
Deer were found in almost countless numbers, and in some seasons of the 
year as many as fifty or seventy-five have been counted in a single herd. 
· .. Hundreds of them were killed, and so unequal was the supply and demand 
of venison that it was years before a deer with the hide would bring fifty 
cents. . .. The favorite way of shooting these animals was, in the early 
years, by "still hunt." The hunter taking a seat on a log near a deer trail, and 
shooting such animals as came within his reach. Others watched a "lick" and 
shot the deer as it came to drink. 
· . . Bears were sometimes found, though but few are known to have been 
killed in this township. One with two cubs passed near a new cabin that had 
been raised. The settler succeeded in catching one of the cubs, but the mother 
· . . lost no time in getting into the timber. 
· .. "Painters," • wild cats and wolves were numerous and considerably 
feared though no mishap ever happened to the early settlers here from their 
• Painter = panther. 
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attack. There have been a good many narrow escapes from what seemed 
imminent danger, which served to emphasize the fear generally entertained, 
but these hardly reached the dignity of an incident. 
. . . Bees were found here in great numbers, and honey and bees-wax became 
an article of commerce. Many made honey an object of search and became 
expert in hunting this kind of game. The plan was to burn some of the comb 
to attract the bees to a bait of honey or a decoction of anise seed, and when 
loaded up to watch their course. In this way hundreds of trees were found 
stored with the sweet results of the busy labor of these insects that would have 
probably escaped the sharpest scrutiny. Some were found containing fifteen 
gallons of honey, and the past year is the first, since his residence here, 
Matthew Newlin relates, that he has not discovered one of these trees. 
. . . At one time a large proportion of the taxes, which for the whole county 
did not amount to more than sixty dollars, was paid in wolf-scalps and coon­
skins. There was absolutely no money to be had. 53 
Regarding early Honey Creek Township, W.H. Perrin asserted, 
Wolves, panthers, wild-cats, deer, etc., etc., were here in the most plentiful 
profusion when the first settlements were made. . .. Wolves and other raven­
ous beasts rendered the rearing of hogs and sheep a very uncertain business for 
a number of years - in fact, until the country was somewhat rid of the trouble­
some animals. 53 
Some time after he moved to Martin Township in 1832, Absalom Higgins was hunting 
when his dogs "brought a large panther to bay." Mr. Higgins shot 17 times into the 
melee and killed three of his dogs before he managed to slay the cat. 53 
Cumberland County 
IN 1874 FRANK HOLKENBRINK bought a farm in Spring Point Township. The previous 
owner had "never entered a plow or cut any brush" on the property. Mr. Holkenbrink's 
grandson wrote about the way in which the prairie was surmounted and snakes were 
vanquished: 
Breaking the wild prairie, little by little, was done by borrowing an extra plow 
and using three horses on the prairie breaker plow. The roots from brush and 
heavy weeds and the prairie grass that had not been disturbed for a thousand 
years was hard to turn over and sometimes had to be cut loose with an ax. 
The first year not much grew on the new sod but the next year it had started to 
decay and things looked better. 
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Game of all kinds was abundant, and mast of the men were good marksmen. Fur­
bearing animals were the mast remunerative, as their skins found a ready sale at 
their cabin doors. A branch of the American Fur Company was established at St. 
Louis, and its agents found their way throughout this country. One gentleman 
relates that he caught 184 coons one season, and disposed of them all at a good 
price, some of them as high as seventy:five cents. Wolves were found here in great 
numbers, and were hunted as a means ofprotection from their depredations. Three 
kinds infested the country, the timber wolf, a large, fierce animal; the gray wolf, a 
large but not so powerful as the former, and the coyote, or prairie wolf. None of 
these animals were bold enough to attack persons, but small pigs, calves and sheep 
fell an easy prey to them. Their howling at night was calculated to unnerve those 
who were fresh in the country, or to those who knew something of the fiercer timber 
wolf ofKentucky and Ohio. A bounty subsequently offered by the State and county 
stimulated the hunters, and these animals were early driven from this region. 
- "History of Cumberland County" (1884). 9 
... Each year a little more ground was worked up and finally the prairie was 
tamed. 
. . . Slowly, during the years, the ground north of the house was worked up 
and crops were planted. A half mile north of the homestead was a patch of 
ground of a few acres traversed by a ravine. This was known as Rattle Snake 
Swamp. For a thousand years the snakes had lived there and many thousand 
snakes used it for their home. It was thick with prairie grass, briers, and 
small brush. Any small animal or rabbit that entered there did not come out. 
Any time of day, walking around the outside, a large number of snakes could 
be seen. It was unsafe for man or horse to enter. 
Grandpa learned that the only animal that could compete with the snakes was a 
half grown hog in good condition. The snakes would bite the hogs but the 
poison would not affect them. A horse that got bit by a rattler on the leg or 
nose would immediately swell and in twenty minutes be dead. Grandpa hauled 
a number of loads of fence rails and fenced off a small patch and put in a few 
hogs. They were fed and watered in there, daily. From time to time the 
fence ring was moved further in. The hogs killed many snakes and some were 
driven deeper underground. The nice part of it was that the hogs enjoyed the 
battle. • As soon as convenient, plowing was started where the hogs had 
been. To make it safe for the man behind the walking plow he put on leather 
boots. Leggins were made for the horses by cutting up old leather boots and 
• The State of Illinois used penned-up swine in this manner to eradicate timber rattlesnakes at 
Mississippi Palisades State Park. 
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strapping them around the horses feet above the hooves. My father told me 
that one time when he was plowing he counted II snakes under the team at 
one time. The best cure for the plowed up snakes was a heavy green elm or 
hickory club about three feet long that was always kept ready when needed. 22 
Douglas County 
HENRY NILES' 1876 History a/Douglas County chronicles the exploits of Thomas Good­
son, who was among the first whites to settle in Garrett Township: "In the early days 
a principal part of the living was venison. Thomas Goodson once killed two deer with 
a single ball . . . . He also assisted in exterminating the last family of wild cats in the 
Okaw timber."· Mr. Niles recounted another incident, in which Thomas Goodson 
inadvertently played a trick on his neighbor John Lester: 
John having cut a large bee tree converted it into a "gum," t put a slab over it 
and left it for a more convenient time. Goodson, as it happened, had just 
killed three deer, and finding the "gum," not seeing the honey, he filled it up 
with tallow, this to preserve it from the ravens, for at that time ravens were 
plenty -larger than the common crow - since extinct in this region. Lester 
returned first and finding the tallow could not understand how anybody could 
rob him of his honey and leave tallow in exchange, the latter being much more 
valuable. 50 
J.H. BATTLE DESCRIBED hunting during the early days of Douglas County: 
The country which these pioneers had thus chosen was a hunter's paradise. 
. . . Deer were found in unlimited numbers, and the first settlers found no 
trouble in killing more than the needs of the family required, right at his own 
door. Droves, reaching to the number of a hundred, were often seen .... 
Wild hogs served also to vary the frontier fare. These were animals that had 
escaped from the older settlements, and, subsisting upon the nuts and roots of 
the woodland, had gone wild in the course of nature. They were of a long­
legged, gaunt species, and kept the timber pretty closely. They were no 
particular damage or annoyance to the settlers, but furnished capital hunting 
sport, and gave a relief to the monotonous recurrence of venison upon the 
table of the settler. Wolves were of the coyote species, and were found in the 
open prairie. These were of more annoyance to the settlements, attacking 
sheep, young pigs and sometimes cattle. They were miserable cowards, 
never attacked a person, and were hunted and killed as a nuisance. . .. they 
seemed to avoid the timber, and would risk capture rather than go into it. 
• The Okaw Timber, along the Kaskaskia River, was within one or two miles of the west 
edge of the Embarras River Area. 
t A gum is a section of a hollow log that is used as a storage container. 
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Pinnated and ruffed grouse, better known as prairie chickens and partridges, 
were everywhere found in inexhaustible numbers, and furnished a touch of 
delicacy to the early fare. Wild geese and ducks were to be had in consider­
able numbers, while in the rivers were found some fine edible fish . 
. . . Coonskins ... were almost land-office money.• Fur buyers were an 
institution of the early times here, and many a quarter section was purchased 
with the price of these skins. 
There were some luxuries, however, that could be secured without money. 
Bee trees were, in many parts of the country, found in great numbers, and no 
piece of timber was entirely devoid of them. . .. But when the tree was 
found, the battle was but half won. This must be felled, and the occupants 
dispossessed of their stores. 
. . . Coon-hunting was one of the approved relaxations from the stem business 
pursuits of the day (that is, sitting round on goods boxes until a country cus­
tomer loafed in) . . . . The outfit for such expeditions was simple, and 
consisted of Matthew West and his dog Drum, and Ras Dennis. . .. when 
Mat said "Treed, boys!" ... he meant that he recognized by the voice of 
Drum that the game had "treed." Then all hands made a "bee line" for the 
direction of the dog, and found him reared up against a tree in a perfect 
ecstasy of excitement. When a fellow could not be found to climb the tree by 
reason of its size, it was felled; sometimes it took an hour by expert axmen, t 
and, when it fell, the dogs rushed in, and the coon fought bravely till over­
powered by men and dogs. ... After several coons had been secured, a fire 
was built, and the nearest neighbor being waked up, cheerfully contributed 
pork and bread for a midnight picnic. 10 
IN THE LATE 18305 OR EARLY 18405 Colonel I.M. Blackburn and two other men set out 
to clear the way for a road that had been newly laid out from Paris to Springfield. Their 
task was to cut the path for the road through the bands of streamside forest that lay 
across the route. As told in an account published in 1879, "They cut through the timber 
of the two Embarrass Rivers and the Big Okaw, and it was seventeen miles across the 
• That is, coon skins were almost as good as hard currency. Federal land offices would not 
accept paper money in payment for land. 
t Mr. Battle added, "Much of the timber was then owned by so-called speculators, i.e., non­
residents, and cutting the trees was not considered as worth a remark, except as to its size and 
toughness. And, by the way, this timber belonging to non-residents was 'kind o' considered' 
Government land, free to all, and many a good farm was fenced from the supposed public 
lands." 10 
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prairie to the next or Little Okaw timber, • and the afternoon was fast wearing away." 73 
They encamped in the prairie between the Big Okaw and Little Okaw. 
During the night Colonel Blackburn's horse ran away. Blackburn immediately went in 
pursuit of his horse. He searched as far back along the trail as the timber along the Big 
Okaw River, but he found no horse. According to the story ... 
When they had passed through this timber in the afternoon, they had noticed 
on the margin of the prairie adjoining it, quite a number of piles of prairie­
grass half as big as an ordinary hay-cock, but had not paid a great deal of 
attention to them; they had also noticed an old dead hickory-tree standing by 
the "trace" on fire, and burning up toward the top. This served as a way­
mark, a kind of beacon-light, to guide him across the prairie through the 
darkness. At this burning tree he made him a torch, with which he rode 
through the bottom and the timber, and along the margin of the prairie look­
ing for his horse. He finally came to where another large hickory had been 
shivered by a bolt of lightning, and literally tom into splinters. 73 
At this point, Blackburn was along the Kaskaskia River about two or three miles west 
of the Embarras River valley. t He replenished his torch and espied "a panther, one of 
the largest he ever saw, scarcely ten feet from him, its eyes shining like two balls of 
fire." He scared off the cat and built a bonfire to wait out the night. The next day, all 
three men returned to the site, and "they examined five of the grass-piles alluded to." 
What they found: 
In the first pile was a fawn partly devoured; in the next, a full-grown deer also 
partly eaten; in the third, another fawn; in the fourth, a raccoon, and in the 
fifth, a wild turkey, or rather skeleton, for nothing was left but the bones and 
wing-feathers, while the stench of the place was equally strong .... 73 
"Thinking it a rather unhealthy place to loiter, they retreated as fast as circumstances 
would permit." The story has a sequel: 
Some months after the occurrence above related, some one ... sent Col. 
Blackburn a Kaskaskia paper containing an account of a party of hunters going 
out from that town, and "where the Springfield and Paris trace crossed the Big 
Okaw timber, had killed seventeen full-grown panthers." This was the inter­
esting little family, or a part of it, that Col. Blackburn had spent the night with 
there but a few months before. It is his opinion, and doubtless it is a correct 
• The two Embarrass Rivers = Little Embarras River and Embarras River; Big Okaw~ 
Kaskaskia River; Little Okaw = West Okaw River. 
t Blackburn was near the point where Illinois Route 133 crosses the Kaskaskia River west of 
Arcola. 
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one, that the piles of grass was the family pantry, and contained provisions 
laid up by the panthers for future use. 73 
THE FOLLOWING QUOTATIONS are from the diary of a Newman resident. February 3, 
1887: "A grand wolf hunt the past two days. Among the throng was an editor of the 
Chicago Times and a St. Louis Globe Democrat editor. Only 3 wolves were killed as 
the rest got away." July 18, 1890: "During the latter part of the winter a bear and 
several wolves have been seen near Joe Dawson's farm. They have caught chickens and 
young pigs and chased children. Traps have been set in vain for them, but recently 
young Cutsinger shot one of the wolves with a target gun." January 20, 1892: "At a 
rabbit hunt, near Homer, 1,158 rabbits were killed. They were shipped to New York, 
and sold for $51.75. The snow has been good for rabbit hunting." April 12, 1895: 
"1.S. Dawson captured six young foxes on his farm in a nest under the crib and two old 
ones in a trap." 66 
A COLLECTION OF DOUGLAS COUNTY biographies was published in 1910. Several of the 
biographical sketches emphasize the abundance of animal life during the era of white 
settlement. For instance, when the parents of James Barnett arrived in Bowdre Township 
in the early 1830s, "Any number of deer, wolves, prairie chickens and wild turkeys 
could be easily killed." James Barnett was born in 1840: "From the time Mr. Barnett 
can remember until 1858 or '60, the green-headed flies were so bad during the summer 
that it was almost impossible to work during the day. " 5 
Francis Muns came to Garrett Township about 1836. He found that "many expedients 
were needed to protect his stock from the ravages of wolves and foxes." Even after 
1866, he could still "catch a number of big gray wolves in traps he had set for them." 5 
William Worley came to Arcola Township in 1843 and settled in Bowdre Township in 
1846. He was "a hunter of some note." 
He killed many deer and holds the record of killing twenty-three deer on his 
farm in one day, two of them with one shot. Mr. Worley made a proposition 
to a man on an adjoining farm to build for him a frame house on his farm for 
the twenty-three deer he had killed, and it was accepted. . .. The weather 
boarding was of black walnut and the flooring of oak . . .. He also trapped 
many prairie chickens, which he hauled to Terre Haute with a horse and 
wagon, and found a ready market there for his game. 5 
Nathaniel and Susan Garrett emigrated from Indiana to Douglas County in 1845. The 
newlyweds completed their move on the last day of March, which is much earlier in the 
year than the summer weeks known as "fly time." Yet according to their biographer, 
"The greater part of the driving was done at night on account of the green-head flies 
which troubled the horses unmercifully during the day." 5 Once the Garretts were settled 
in the township that would eventually bear their name, "it seemed very wild and lonely 
to the young bride, but she now feels that these were her happiest days": 
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It would seem strange to the Douglas County agriculturist of to-day to step from his 
door into a growth of rosin weed, dock and blue-stemmed grass. about six to ten 
feet high; to be compelled until nearly June of each year to go without many of the 
necessities of life, because his land was so covered with water that he could not 
reach the nearest trading point. miles away; to mount his horse in the winter time. 
and, with his neighbors. who (like himself) were mounted and armed with clubs, 
run down wolves and kill them, and capture their young for pets; to see deer, wild 
geese and ducks in plenty; and to make hunting one ofhis means of livelihood. 
- Douglas County Biographical (1910). 5 
The grass was so high that a man on horseback could scarcely be seen when 
riding through it. Large quantities of deer, wolves, prairie chickens, geese, 
ducks and other game were to be found everywhere, while various snakes 
were numerous. Mrs. Garrett remembers painfully the killing of two rattle­
snakes in her house. The green-head flies became so troublesome that much 
of the work had to be done at night. 5 
Nancy Ann Barnett and Silome W. Guthridge married in 1852 and settled on a new farm 
in Bowdre Township: 
When Mr. and Mrs. Guthridge first moved to their new home they were afraid 
to open the door at night, the wolves were so thick. These animals used to sit 
about the house and howl, and they stole the chickens and pigs to such an 
extent that Mr. and Mrs. Guthridge had to abandon raising them the first year. 
Mrs. Guthridge has seen as many as forty deer in a drove and foxes, wild­
cats and other wild animals were to be seen in abundance. Mr. Guthridge 
used to go to Eugene, Ind., to have his milling done, and on account of the 
green-head flies this trip had to be made at night, four or more days being thus 
consumed. 5 
When Sarah and Noah Entler's family came to Bowdre Township in 1853, "There was 
nothing at either Arcola or Tuscola, and the deer used to come up to within a few rods 
of the house, as many as twenty at a time. Wolves were frequently seen and duck, geese 
and prairie chickens were plentiful. "5 Claus Greve bought land west of the village of 
Garrett in 1865; a sketch of his life states, "There were plenty of deer on the big prairie 
west of Garrett and prairie chickens by the thousand, and Mr. Greve used to shoot a 
great many of the latter. Wild ducks and geese were very plentiful in the spring. " 5 
According to a retrospective of Henry Munson, an early landholder in Arcola Township, 
"In the early days he has seen wild geese and ducks in such profusion as to hide the sun 
from view; has seen wild deer and wolves, and has on several occasions participated in 
the deer chase." 5 Benjamin Warner of Arcola Township was an avid hunter: "During 
1908 he made a record of twelve coons and thirty-five possums." 5 
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Edgar County 
THE 1879 History ofEdgar County includes this portrayal of the region's wildlife: 
At the time of the first settlements in Edgar County, all kinds of game were 
plenty. It was no uncommon sight to see from fifty to one hundred deer in a 
gang. Wild turkeys, together with many others of the feathered tribes, were 
abundant. Prairie wolves were "as the grass of the field" or "the trees of the 
forest." Raccoons, gophers, foxes, opossums and skunks, apparently, were a 
"spontaneous growth." Bee-hunting was not only a pastime much followed, 
but a lucrative business of many persons in the community. Honey was often 
brought from the Embarrass timber in barrels by the wagon-load, and sold, 
sometimes, at 50 cents a gallon. 73 
This volume provides details about Edgar County's fauna in its discussion of individual 
townships. First, from Elbridge Township ... 
Buffaloes were never in great abundance in this part of the State. They 
preferred the prairies, and could be found on them in vast herds. With the 
advance of civilization, they, like the Indians, gave way before the white man, 
and retired westward. 
But few bears were found here. They prefer a colder climate, and were a 
dreaded foe to the Indian, who experienced the keenest delight in hunting 
them, and who had almost exterminated them when the white race occupied 
this part of the red man's domain. 
. . . Bees and their product, honey, entered largely into the luxuries of the 
pioneer's life. Bee-trees were very plenty, and in their hollows were often 
stored large quantities of honey, which dripped, in tempting sweetness, from 
the broken combs, when disturbed. It was not uncommon for three or four 
men, when hunting for honey, to find in a few days, enough to fill two or 
three barrels. 73 
Symes Township: 
The woods furnished an abundance of mast on which swine could be fattened 
at a trifling expense. They were obliged to be guarded when small, however, 
as the wolves soon evinced a decided taste for fresh pork, and did not scruple 
to take it whenever it was too small or weak to resist their attacks. For this 
and other reasons, a continual warfare sprung up between them and the 
pioneers. Wolves were hunted from necessity as well as sport. A hunt was 
the signal for the gathering of all the people. They were assigned by the 
leaders to a certain district of country, which they at once surrounded, and 
gradually drawing in their lines, drove all animals inside the circle toward the 
center. When the line became sufficiently compact to prevent the escape of 
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any of the victims, a steady fire was opened on them, and continued until all 
were slain. Sometimes in their frantic efforts to escape, a few would break 
through the lines, and an exciting time would follow. Deer were often driven 
into the center, and fell in the common onslaught. These last-named animals 
furnished much of the flesh used for food in pioneer times. They were 
abundant in all parts of the western country, particularly along the large 
streams. When the early French explorers visited the plains of Illinois, they 
were amazed at the immense herds of deer and buffalo they saw. In the 
winter months they retired to the more timbered part of the country, where 
they could subsist on the small twigs and bushes. 
Buffalo were never plenty in this part of the State since the advent of the white 
man. They had been driven from the region watered by the Wabash and its 
tributaries, and like their former masters, the Indians, were following the wake 
of the setting sun. But very few bears, also, were ever seen in this region. 
They had been driven out by the encroaching white men, and were leaving for 
a region where they were unmolested. Wild turkeys and prairie chickens were 
as plenty as leaves in the autumn. We have been told by old residents that it 
was not an uncommon thing, in the fall of the year, when turkeys were very 
fat from the mast, for them to become so much so they could hardly fly, and 
if shot in a tree top, would burst on falling, so great was their weight. Prairie 
chickens furnished an excellent repast. At the present day, no flesh of fowl is 
more highly prized. 73 
Stratton Township: 
Game of all kinds was plenty here at the first settlement of the country. Deer 
and wild turkeys, bears and other species of birds and animals were abundant. 
Prairie wolves were more than plenty. Col. Blackburn describes a wolf-hunt 
he and nine others had one day in midwinter, when the snow was deep. They 
would start up a wolf, gallop after it, and the man with the fastest horse would 
knock the wolf down with a club. By the middle of the afternoon they had 
killed ten and he had knocked down nine of them. He had a good horse, was 
fond of the sport, and when a wolf was started, he says it was kill wolf or kill 
horse. The wolves were the great pests of the people, as it was almost impos­
sible to raise pigs or lambs on account of them. 73 
Embarrass Township: 
It is crossed from southeast to northwest and west by Catfish Creek, a branch 
of the Embarrass River. . . . The creek, it is said, derives its euphonious 
name from the catching of a monster catfish by Thomas Dohhette, one of the 
earliest settlers of this region. 73 
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Edgar Township: 
On many of the old and some of the newer maps, may be seen near the middle 
of the south line of the township, a figure named "Wolf Mound." The name 
is suggestive of a plentiful pest that formerly preyed upon the pigs and chick­
ens of the pioneers in these parts, and we are informed this mound, now the 
site of William Mosses' residence, was a favorite burrow for these animals in 
the early times before the wolf-scalp law was enacted. 
Wolf-hunting was not only a favorite sport for pioneers, but on account of the 
annoyance, they created an absolute necessity, and after the scalp law was 
passed, it became to some quite a profitable business. A man frequently 
captured enough of wolf-scalps in a day to pay him for several days' work on 
the farm. And then there were the grand wolf-hunts, in which all of the 
neighbors on a certain day, by appointment, would join, and dividing into two 
opposing companies, would hunt on a wager of a barrel or two of Marrs' 
essence of com, for two or three days at a time. A favorite method of hunting 
these pests, as well as other game, was by what was called the "circular 
hunt." The territory having been selected where the hunt was to take place, as 
much of it was surrounded by the hunters as their numbers would indicate, 
they began riding or walking toward a common center, hallooing and scaring 
up the animals in front and at their sides, thus heading them toward the point 
at which the hunt was expected to culminate. After scaring them from their 
hiding-places, the circle began to close up and diminish in extent until at 
length wolves, rabbits, foxes, and sometimes deer, were literally penned up 
together, so that by shouting and racing around, it was an easy matter, while 
they were thus confused, to destroy great numbers of them. At this point, the 
excitement among the hunters was very great, and the skill displayed was not 
inconsiderable in the capture of such of the animals as attempted to break 
through the lines. 
. . . The short, sharp bark of the wolf is rare now in this part of the country, 
and a specimen captured now and then is sold as a curiosity. 73 
Buck Township: 
The prairie may be said to have been literally full of snakes, among which was 
the deadly rattlesnake. In plowing the prairie for the first time, each furrow 
made would drive the reptiles nearer and nearer together, as the furrows from 
either side approached each other. Near the last, when the unplowed had 
become a narrow strip, the grass seemed to be moving with the wriggling 
things. Most of the prairie snakes were harmless, but the rattlesnake was 
greatly feared on account of its venom. But few, however, among the large 
number who have felt the poisonous fangs of this reptile were fatally 
injured. 73 
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DEER FLIES WERE MORE PESTIFEROUS than rattlesnakes or wolves in Edgar County: 
The "green-head" flies were the worst pests the people had to contend with in 
those early times, and many contend that they were more to be dreaded than 
prairie wolves. People often had to travel and plow by night, on account of 
their being so troublesome. Their bites we have been told by many who 
remember them, were quite as severe as the sting of a yellow-jacket. They 
made their appearance about the 1st of June, and disappeared between the 1st 
and 10th of September. 73 
Judge William Lowry, who came to Edgar County in 1821, "brought some blooded • 
cattle here with him from Kentucky; but they never amounted to much in this then wild 
country. The 'green-head flies' were too severe for blooded stock." 73 Colonel Jonathan 
Mayo agreed that the flies could be unbearable: "Often we had to plow and travel by 
night, on account of the flies - 'greenheads,' the people called them - which were so 
bad in daytime, horses could not stand them." 73 He once had the satisfaction of getting 
the best of the flies: 
Col. Mayo relates how they once played a joke on the "green-heads" by 
setting an old hair trunk t out in an exposed place. They watched it for a 
time, and Mr. Green-head would make a dive at it, but never succeeded in 
drawing blood. 73 
THE 1905 History of Edgar County includes this remark about the pioneer era: 
There was also a fly of pestiferous breed, which swarmed in this region 
without number and with an insatiable thirst for blood, and being equipped by 
nature to procure it from all animals used in farming, by their persistent and 
bloody attacks were capable of rendering the animals frantic, and the cultiva­
tion of a crop by ordinary methods well-nigh impracticable. 7 
This volume further states ... 
The country abounded in game. The buffalo had gone prior to the advent of 
the first settlers, yet not so long but that the skeletons of those last slaughtered 
by the Indians, or which had died otherwise, were still sound and bright, 
where their living owners had left them. Deer were plenty, as were wild 
turkey, squirrels and rabbits. In the streams fish were waiting for the hungry 
or for the sporting angler. Bear and wild hogs were too scarce to be counted 
• That is, purebred or well bred stock. 
t That is, a trunk covered with a horse-hair hide or some other pelt. 
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on; yet such game existed within the county, and was sometimes killed by the 
diligent hunter. 
There were also wild animals of the "baser sort." There was a superfluity of 
wolves, an occasional panther and bob-cat, many foxes, skunks, opossums, 
raccoons, mink, muskrats, weasels, and all "the push" of unworthy animal life 
which lives in this latitude, including snakes - "rattlers," yellow and brown; 
copperhead and black racer _ 7 
THE JUNE 24, 1893 Hume Record preserves a few remarks about the fauna of north­
western Edgar County: "John Friet caught a catfish in the lake on R.A. Summerville's 
farm Sunday that weighed 71/2 lbs. dressed. Who can beat John as a fisherman? 
. . . Anderson Horn caught a turtle in Hildreth's pool Sunday morning that weighed 48112 
lb. The old settlers say this is the largest turtle ever captured in this section of the 
country." On February 24, 1894 the Record announced, "Anderson Horn has given up 
his job at the elevator and gone hunting for rabbits and crows down at Jesse." • 56 
Effingham County 
FROM WILLIAM HENRY PERRIN'S History of Effingham County (1883): 
Howling and always hungry wolves, both prairie and timber wolves, made 
night hideous with their howls, and the blood-curdling scream of the soft­
footed panther added a terrible warning to that of the wolves, that there was 
little hope of ever having any domestic animals here. The "green-head flies," 
in countless billions and as ravenous and voracious as the migrating ants of 
Africa, held undisputed possession of the prairies always during the hot 
summer months. Their business hours were between sunrise and sunset. And 
in a very short time they could kill a horse or a cow. The "green-head" alone 
made the prairies wholly uninhabitable. Here, too, were all manner of beasts 
that devastate the poultry yards and break the good housewoman' s heart in the 
destruction of chickens, geese and turkeys. Such, indeed, were the surround­
ings that poultry, sheep, hogs, calves, and, in fact, most of domestic animals 
would have been secure only in a fire and burglar proof safe, with a time lock 
to do duty while the household slept. 
The galinipers, the mosquitos, the wood ticks, chiggers and lizzards, with 
"yaller jackets," bumble-bees and hornets and poisonous insects were here and 
everywhere and all hungry or angry at the approaching pioneers. The bald 
eagle, flanked by the hawks and egg devouring crows, screamed his defiance 
at civilization and swooped down upon the poultry, the pigs and the Iambs in 
the sheep-fold. Here, too, was the snake - spotted with deadly beauty­
• The settlement of Jessie was a few miles east of Hume. 
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· . . The first really profitable industry here was the gathering honey. The 
alternating of timber and prairie - prairies jeweled with garden flowers - were 
favored places for the wild bees, and, therefore, nearly every tree was the hive 
where they lived and gathered their sweet treasures from the blossoms of the 
prairie. The honey was gathered and the wax strained and both became the 
really money-producing products of the country. Honey, beeswax, ginseng, 
venison, turkeys, pelts and furs were the only things possible to send to market 
to exchange for such articles as the people wanted. And of all these, honey 
and coon-skins were the leading ones. 54 
Jasper County 
MICHAEL GROVE WROTE a long retrospective of his life in 1876, from which the follow­
ing has been extracted: 
In February of 1836, I came to Jasper County, and settled six miles north of 
Newton, on the Embarrass River. At the time, the county was very thinly 
settled; I don't think there were ten pieces of deeded land in the county. On 
the east side of the river, there were but three families living between Newton 
and Greenup. . .. There was a mill at Greenup, and another on North Fork, 
but no road to either. In the spring, it was so muddy that it was a hard task to 
get to either of the mills; in the summer, if we went, the trip had to be made 
in the night, on account of the horse-flies, and in the fall a good per cent. of 
us were shaking with the ague. 
· .. When first I came to this county, game was quite plentiful. Bear, deer, 
wild turkey and wild bees were easily obtained, while the river and ponds 
were well filled with beavers and otters. Panthers, wolves and wild-cats 
roamed at large. 
· .. A little anecdote will illustrate the feelings of hunters in general, and the 
good-natured pranks that were played by all in the early times. Old Hiram 
Wade, two of his brothers and one brother-in-law, were out on a coon hunt, 
and by hunting the scratched trees they caught a good-sized coon. Old Hiram 
having grown somewhat tired, and getting off one side, thought of a plan to 
get some rest. He found a large water-oak tree with a large hole in the top. 
He took his knife and sharpened a hard stick so as to answer his purpose, and 
went to work making bear scratches on each side of the tree as high up as he 
could reach. He then got a forked pole, set it up against the tree, got upon it 
and continued scratching the tree as high up as he could reach. He then got 
down, cleared away all signs, and then raised a yell for the boys. They came 
with a rush. "I have found a coon tree; worse than a coon - a bear tree," said 
the old man. "Is it possible?" inquired the party almost out of breath. "Yes, 
he is up there, sure, and a large one at that," replied Hiram, hardly able to 
refrain from laughter. The boys were highly elated, and went to work with a 
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One writer, writing in 1893, remarked that he had lived in the county fifty years, 
and had known an ok1 French hunter from near Vincennes who had visited this 
region before the county was formed. The Indians as well as the French had 
carried provisions, furs, and buffalo robes down the Embarrass River in canoes. 
According to this writer it was because they had found the river so full ofdrifts and 
had been forced to drag their canoes around them, they had given the river its 
name. - Historical Development of Jasper County. 61 
will on the big tree. Hiram told them to look well to their guns and see that 
they were all right; that he would take the dogs out of harm's way until the 
tree fell, and then he would set them on. This he did. When the tree fell, all 
hands rushed up with cocked rifles ready for slaughter, but behold there was 
no coon there, and what had become of the bear? He must have climbed the 
tree and then jumped off, as there were no downward scratches on the tree. 
Old Hiram had to keep the secret for some time, but finally told the boys all 
about it. 
... In the first settling of Jasper County, wolves and wild cats were very 
plentiful, and there were new comers from old-settled places, that had a great 
dread of them. For my part I had always been used to them, and often wished 
that they would attack me in the woods so that I might have some fun. 11 
ANOTHER JASPER COUNTY pioneer recalled, 
Hunting was largely a matter of necessity with the early settlers, some of the 
men making it a special business during the season. One man has been known 
to kill and market as many as a hundred deer in one season. But there were a 
few who had time to indulge in hunting purely as a sport. A hunting club was 
organized by Joseph Picquet, Benjamin Harris and others, and wolves were 
hunted very much as the English follow the fox. Each hunter was mounted, 
some of them on horses of good Kentucky blood, and the company drawn out 
in single line would advance through the prairie. The fleetest horses were 
placed on either wing, and on the discovery of a wolf, it was the duty of the 
huntsman leading the nearest wing, to lead off and attempt to enclose the wolf, 
driving him toward the centre where the dogs were held in leash. The mem­
bers of the club owned several greyhounds, among which was an Irish tho­
roughbred. When the wolf was near enough the dogs were set off, and the 
whole field rushed after the game. No firearms were allowed, and the stirrup 
only was used to finish the victim. This sport was indulged in to a consider­
able extent, and as many as thirty were killed in one year. Wolf scalps were 
quite a source of income, but the fur-bearing animals afforded a surer and 
larger revenue. Agents of the American Fur Company came to the settlers 
throughout this region, and paid good prices for all the settlers had to sell. 
Coon skins brought as much as seventy-five cents at times, and the successful 
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trapper was able in this way, not only to pay his taxes, but also to provide his 
home with the limited supply of store goods needed. [[ 
IN 1933 ELIZABETH RAEF GARNIER recalled the long-ago landscape along the Embarras 
River near Sainte Marie: 
Nearly 100 years ago my parents settled on a farm of 320 acres southeast of 
Pond Grove in Sainte Marie Township. . .. The homestead was located near 
the edge of the Ambraw bottoms, where the timber and prairie met. Herds of 
deer could be seen almost daily out in the tall prairie grass and passing back 
and forth from timber to prairie. Turkey and other game also were 
plentiful. 63 
ANDREW ERVIN MOVED TO the future site of Latona as a teenager in 1849. Nearly half 
a century later he recalled that he had "seen as many as a hundred deer in one day on 
the prairies round about, and other kinds of wild game were also found in abundance." 39 
THE VILLAGE OF SAINTE MARIE was founded as a religious colony in 1837. The follow­
ing year, when Joseph Picquet opened a store there, "Game was abundant, and the 
timber swarmed with the honey-bee. The latter was systematically hunted, and honey 
brought into the store by the wagon load." [[ 
A 1962 mSTORY OF SAINTE MARIE preserves a story from the early 1800s: 
A Mr. William Price had a cabin on a few acres of land near here . . .. The 
French traders would come each fall from Vincennes to barter with the Indians 
for their peltry. The Indians were from the Fort Wayne, Ind., reservation. 
They came each fall to hunt for the abundance of game in the Embarras River 
bottoms. On one such expedition the Embarras rose so suddenly the Indians 
were trapped in the back water and had to take refuge for three days in the 
trees, an incident which amused the colonists greatly. 33 
In November 1869 the Newton Weekly Press announced that "Messrs J.B. Stevens and 
Jame Homey are going to buy Game, Furs, Poultry, Pelts etc." at two local stores. 61 
The Newton newspaper periodically published items about the Embarras River fishery. 
April 1861: "Hundreds of pounds of fresh fish have been caught in the Embarrass River 
at this place by our local fishermen during the past ten days." May 1868: "Some very 
fine fish have been caught from the waters of the Embarrass this week." April 1868: 
"On last Tuesday over 500 pounds of fish were netted in the river." April 1882: "Hun­
dreds of pounds of fish were taken from the river during the last two weeks. " 61 
Based on a review of the Newton Weekly Press for the years 1870-90, Martha Robins 
wrote this summary of hunting in Jasper County: 
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As in the pioneer period there is little to indicate the importance of hunting 
except a few news items. From these some conclusions may be drawn as to 
the destruction of animal life during the pioneer period. In June, 1871 four 
wolves were killed in the southern part of Sainte Marie township. In Febru­
ary, 1872 the wolves were again numerous. In May, 1873 three men killed 
fourteen wolves. In July, 1872 there was a plea for the protection of wild 
game. In July, 1873 a law went in to effect protecting deer, wild turkeys, 
prairie chicken grouse, partridges, pheasants from January I to August 15; 
quail • from January 1 to October I; and wild geese, ducks and other water 
fowls from January I to July 1. But in November, 1878 the city bakery was 
reported as buying and shipping large quantities of wild game. In 1879 wild 
turkeys and squirrels were unusually plentiful in the Embarrass River bottom. 
In 1887 a warning was issued to remind hunters that wild fowl could be killed 
only in November and December. Neither dealers nor hunters were allowed 
to sell them unless they were shipped in from other states. 61 
A COMMITTEE FOR THE SAINTE MARIE sesquicentennial gleaned old local newspapers for 
interesting historical accounts. Among their finds is this one from 1878: 
The fowl and game trade a lucrative business these days. On Christmas Day, 
Jos. Goeppner, an enterprising groceryman of Newton shipped a carload of 
geese, twelve hundred in number, one hundred and eighteen dozen quail, 
quantities of wild turkeys and rabbits to New York City, accompanied by chief 
clerk Xavier Ostheimer of Ste. Marie. His daily shipments averaged forty 
dozen quail. 63 
Also in 1878, Jasper County readers were admonished, "Remember, it is now against 
the law to shoot prairie chickens." t The sesquicentennial history goes on to say, 
In the Bend *in 1878, Val Michl and the Spencer boys could be heard in the 
• Nomenclature of most of the gallinaceous birds (prairie chickens, grouse, pheasants, par­
tridges, and quail) is not clear here. "Prairie chicken grouse" may be a misprint of "prairie 
chicken, grouse"; or it may refer only to the prairie chicken rather than to both prairie chickens 
and grouse. The prairie chicken has sometimes been called "pinnated grouse" or "prairie 
grouse." In the 1800s ruffed grouse were commonly called "pheasants" rather than "grouse," 
and they were sometimes called "partridges." Bobwhite quail often were called "partridges" 
(especially in the late 1700s and early 1800s), but they are called "quail" in this passage. 
Consequently the identity of "partridges" is unclear: this name might refer to either the ruffed 
grouse or the bobwhite. Ring-necked pheasants were introduced into Illinois at the end of the 
19th century. 
t This was a seasonal closure rather than a year-round ban on hunting. 
*The Bend is a "small area, approximately two miles by six miles" downstream from Sainte 
Marie. "The Bend Community is bounded on the west by the Embarras River and the North Fork 
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woods scaring wild turkeys off their roosts. And in 1884, Benjamin Helvet, 
also of the Bend, said that he was going to kill a wild turkey for Thanksgiving 
if he had to find a moonlight night to do it. 63 
An article in the Sainte Marie Tribune from January 1882 reads, 
Some fellow from Crooked Creek Township, whose name we did not learn, 
killed and brought to the Ste. Marie market, one day last week, a fine young 
deer. Cardot and Bridges became the purchasers, and sold the meat at 20 
cents per lb. There should be a law preventing the killing of deer in this 
state.• 63 
Around Christmas in 1884 a local newspaper said, "Michael Roider, our champion youth 
of the Bend, is out rabbit hunting day and night, catching all the cottontails he can find 
since Dec. 1st with which to purchase candy for the girls." 63 
According to Sainte Marie's sesquicentennial history book, "In 1881, the Ste. Marie 
Board of Supervisors had established a bounty on the wolf to reduce the population. 
Young wolves carried a $10 bounty for their scalps and old wolves were worth $5." 
Despite these control efforts, a local newspaper warned ten years later, "Packs of wolves 
are killing the farmer's poultry and livestock and hydrophobia has become a problem in 
the barnyard." 63 
December 16, 1896: "James F. Shelley was fatally shot at about 3:30 this afternoon 
while standing on the street. . .. The ball from the 22 caliber target gun struck him 
in the lower part of the stomach and death occured a few minutes later. Two boys were 
a short distance away, shooting at English sparrows, which they were hunting for the two 
cent per head bounty paid by the Board of Supervisors." 63 
The March 7, 1916 issue of the Sainte Marie Tribune relates the exploits of a local 
shootist of ranids: 
Kora Cook while on a frog hunt, killed nineteen frogs with only two 
bullets . .. Mr. Cook was shooting an old musket rifle and had only two 
bullets, but plenty of gunpowder when he started out on his hunt. The frogs, 
you know, harbor along the muddy banks of a stream. The first two were 
killed with the same bullet, the hunter, digging the ball out of the mud after it 
had done its deadly work. 63 
of that river. The eastern boundary is the Crawford County line. The name Bend was chosen 
because of a large Bend in the river in that vicinity, and the entire area was forested with beautiful 
large oaks and other hardwood trees." 63 
• The historical committee which compiled this 1882 account added, "Deer had become very 
scarce at this time and many people from Ste. Marie remember that in the 1920's deer were 
hardly ever seen.» 63 
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ATTENTION SPORTSMEN! 
The hunting grounds of Jasper County, Illinois 
affords superior inducements to Sportsmen. 
Deer, Turkeys, Quails, Prairie Chickens, Pheasants, 
and smaller game in abundance. 
The well known hunter, Boeckman, will conduct any party 
visiting the county to the best grounds. 
Ice plenty and cheap. Teams always in readiness 
for the conveyence of passengers and game 
at reasonable rates. 
- Newton Weekly Press, July 1866. 61 
Mr. Cook employed this method until he had killed 19 frogs, "when his second and last 
bullet buried itself so deeply in the mud he could not find it. " 
The Sainte Marie sesquicentennial historians made note of measures to limit the harvest 
of fish and wildlife: 
The Embarras, with many a favorite "fishing hole" up and down its length, 
was set aside as a State Fish Preserve by the Illinois State Game and Fish 
Commission in December 1914. This was done in order to protect several 
species of fishes which had become almost extinct owing to the great number 
that had been caught in nets and traps. The order made it a misdemeanor to 
fish with any device except hand line or rod and line. 
. . . After Sept. 11, 1914 the only game that could be legally killed or taken in 
Ste. Marie Twp. were: squirrel, doves, wild geese, ducks, brant, coot, rail, 
(any and all water fowl), Jack snipe, sand snipe, and plover. Twelve quail 
and three prairie chickens could be killed per hunter per day. 63 
A RESIDENT OF SAINT MARIE TOWNSHIP told this story of flies and overwrought bovines: 
Grandfather Valbert had a pair of huge oxen which he called Buck and Berry. 
They were faithful, plodding beasts, but when the heat and flies got too much 
for them, they would head for the deep slough or Captain Pond, whichever 
they happened to be near, plunge in, plow and all. There was no moving 
them until they were cooled off and ready to come out. Aggravating as this 
was, they never got a thrashing; somehow grandfather always understood. 33 
A DISCOURSE BY J.H. BATTLE shows how insects could control the location of early 
roads - as well as the time of day when pioneers were able to use the roads. 
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Travel in the daytime, however, was not attended with great risks, but the 
swarms of "green-headed flies" which infested the prairie practically disbarred 
the traveler from using the larger part of the day in prosecuting his journey. 
The unfortunate animal exposed to their attack would be covered with these 
voracious insects from the drying of the dew in the morning until its fall in the 
evening, and such was the vigor and effectiveness of their attacks that no 
animal could sustain it long. Horses and cattle became frantic as when 
attacked by bees, and work and travel were practically suspended from 9 
o'clock until dew-fall in the evening. The timber was free from these pests 
and the early trails led along its border, but even these trails were abandoned 
during the heat of the day. Traveling was consequently done principally at 
night, which gave rise to very serious experiences. II 
Lawrence County 
THE 1883 Combined History of Edwards, Lawrence and Wabash Counties reviews the 
region's mammals: 
Of the ruminating animals that were indigenous to this territory, we had the 
American Elk (Cervus Canadensis), and still have the deer of two kinds; the 
more common, the well-known American deer (Cervus Virginianus), and the 
white-tailed deer (Cervus Leucurus). And at a period not very remote the 
American Buffalo (Bos Americanus), must have found pastures in this portion 
of the state. The heads, horns and bones of the slain animals were still 
numerous in 1820. The Black Bear (Ursus Americanus) were quite numerous 
even in the memory of the older settlers. Bears have been seen in the counties 
within the last thirty years. The Gray Wolf (Canis Occidentalis) and Prairie 
Wolf (Canis latrans) are not unfrequently found, as is also the Gray Fox 
(Vulper Virginianus), which still exists by its superior cunning. The Panther 
(Felis concolor) was occasionally met with in the earlier times, and still later 
and more common, the Wild Cat (Lynx rufus). The Weasel, one or more 
species; the Mink (putorius Vison); American Otter (Latra Canadensis); the 
Skunk (Mephitis Mephitica); the Badger (Taxidea Americana); the Raccoon 
(Procyon Lotor); the Opossum (Didelphys Virginiana). ... Of the Squirrel 
family we have the Fox, Gray, Flying, Ground and Prairie Squirrel (Scirus 
Ludovicanus, Carolinensis, Volucella, Striatus and Spermaphilus). The Wood­
chuck (Arctomys Monax); the common Musk Rat (Fiber Zibethicus). The 
Bats, Shrews and Moles are common. Of the muridae we have the introduced 
species of Rats and Mice, as also the native Meadow Mouse, and the Long­
tailed Jumping Mouse (Meriones Labradorus), frequently met with in the 
clearings. Of the Hare, the Lupus Sylvaticus (the so-called Rabbit) is very 
plentiful. Several species of the native animals have perished, being unable to 
endure the presence of civilization, or finding the food congenial to their tastes 
appropriated by stronger races. Many of the pleasures, dangers and excite­
ments of the chase are only known and enjoyed by most of us of the present 
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day through the talk and tradition of the past. The Buffalo and the Elk have 
passed the borders of the Mississippi to the westward, never more to 
return.• 38 
This volume has a lengthy enumeration of the region's birdlife. Among the species in 
the list are the Wild Turkey and Prairie Hen ("which afford excellent sport for the hunter 
and are quite plentiful "), Wild Pigeon, Robin ("came less than forty years ago"), and 
Carolina Parrot. t Because they were agricultural pests, the following species were 
listed under the heading, Birds That Should Be Exterminated: Sap-sucker (Yellow bellied 
Woodpecker), Baltimore Oriole (Hanging Bird), Cedar Bird (Wax-wings), Hawks, and 
"the larger Owls." 38 
Commenting specifically about the fauna of Lawrence County, the editors of the Com­
bined History stated, 
Game, in the days of which we are writing, was abundant almost to an extent 
exceeding our belief. The wild fowls were so numerous, that while they were 
an abundant and convenient supply of food, they were a serious drawback to 
early husbandry, not only as destroying the fruits, but as discouraging the 
efforts of labor. Wheat fields were frequently completely destroyed by them. 
Hunting was an important pursuit, and supplied directly or indirectly the 
luxuries as well as the necessaries of life. Every man was either by choice or 
necessity a hunter. Conspicuous among the former were Samuel Allison and 
Peter Paragin. . .. Paragin was the pioneer of the northwestern part of the 
county. He pushed his way into the wilderness far in advance of his fellows, 
and by his triumphs over the beasts of the forest, lent two names to the geo­
graphical vocabulary of the county. "Paragin slough" commemorates the 
killing of two bears, and "Eagle Branch" is an epitome of the story of the 
capture on that stream of an eagle of extraordinary size. 
. . . An important early industry was bee-hunting. The destiny of the Indian is 
to recede before the approach of the white man; it is the province of the 
honey-bee to act on the reverse, and precede the advance of civilization. The 
approach of the honey-bee was always a sad harbinger to the Indians, for they 
knew the pale faces were not far behind. At an early period bees were very 
numerous in Illinois, in the groves and along the skirts of timber; hence 
the product of the hive became a desirable commodity in trade and com­
• This paragraph is the product of a "boiler-plate" editorial policy. Essentially the same text 
appears in the History ofMadison County (1882) 68 and in other county histories issued by this 
publishing house and kindred companies. The sentence about buffalo bones and horns appears in 
numerous county histories, and it may be no more than baseless and unmindful repetition of a 
statement from one book to another. 
t Wild Pigeon = passenger pigeon; Carolina Parrot = Carolina parakeet. 
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merce . . .. . .. The raising of cattle and hogs was likewise an important 
industry. Wild grass and mast for their sustenance were abundant. 38 
This tome preserves a story from Renick Heath, who lived beside the Embarras at the 
Shaker Mill • during the 1820s. One night Mr. Heath heard a wolf "barking violently 
some distance off." At daybreak he went to investigate the ruckus, which had continued 
all night long. He discovered that a wolf had treed a panther. Both predators escaped 
when Heath approached: "Beneath the tree lay the fresh, partially devoured body of a 
raccoon, upon which the panther is supposed to have been feeding, when the wolf rudely 
obtruded." 38 
Renick Heath is the subject of another wolf story: 
Some time subsequent to 1824, the wolves one night almost entirely devoured 
a cow and the calf she had just given birth to, belonging to Renick Heath, then 
residing at the old Shaker mill. Eight wolves were found gormandizing on 
their flesh in the morning, and were with some difficulty driven off. 38 
Richland County 
ROBERT RIDGWAY NEVER RESIDED in the Embarras River valley, but he was born in 
1850 in nearby Mt. Carmel. He spent much of his youth at Olney, the county seat of 
Richland County. Olney is a few miles from the edge of the Embarras valley. Mr. 
Ridgway spent most of his professional life as curator of ornithology at the Smithsonian 
Institution. He made several visits to Illinois during his years in Washington. t 
In Volume I of The Ornithology of Illinois, Robert Ridgway recalled his visits to Fox 
Prairie in Richland County, which lay within about six miles of the Embarras River 
valley at Olney. Ridgway contrasted two sojourns to the prairie, in 1871 and 1883: 
The author's personal acquaintance with the prairies, their vegetation and their 
fauna, is very limited. In his section of the State, there is no open or unculti­
• The Shaker Mill was about eight miles north-northwest of Lawrenceville. 
tIn 1921 T.E. Musselman published this tribute to Mr. Ridgway: "No history of our state 
birds would be complete without an appreciation of Robert Ridgway, Curator of the Division of 
Birds, United States National Museum, who is a native minoisan with his home at Olney, Illinois. 
He is our master ornithologist and scientist who has written more than 500 monographs on birds 
and many histories, one being a two volume Edition, 'Ornithology of minois' which was publish­
ed by the state and is the most complete and authoritative work on Illinois birds in existence. His 
greatest success is a 10 volume work, 'The Birds of North and Middle America,' which is one of 
the most prodigious pieces of scientific work ever attempted. It will stand as a monument to him 
and his name will ever be an honor to Illinois." 48 For information about the life and achieve­
ments of Robert Ridgway, see Harris (1928),32 Davenport (1970), 25 and the various memorials 
and bibliographies that they cited. 
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vated prairie nearer to Mount Carmel than 25 miles, the nearest one being 
Allison's Prairie, opposite the city of Vincennes, Indiana. 
In Jasper and Richland counties, prairies of considerable size occur. They are 
offshoots or arms of the Grand Prairie, although each particular arm or "bay" 
has its own distinctive name. A few miles west of Olney, Richland county, 
lies Fox Prairie; and to the southeast of this (the wooded bottoms of the Fox 
River and tributaries intervening) is Sugar Creek prairie. These two are the 
only prairies which the writer has explored ornithologically. 
The first visit to Fox Prairie was made on the 8th of June, 1871, the writer 
and his companions arriving a little before noon. A rolling plain spread before 
us, the farther side bounded by timber, while the prairie itself was free from 
tree or brush, except where some intersecting stream was followed by a 
narrow line of thickets, interspersed with occasional fair-sized and gracefully 
formed elms; or along the edge, where the jungle of sumac, thorn-bushes, wild 
plum, hazel, etc., backed by young oak and hickory trees, showed plainly the 
encroachment of the woodland. Herds of horses and cattle scattered about 
over the prairie, and two or three neat farm houses, with their attendant 
orchards and cultivated ground, made us realize that we were yet within the 
bounds of comfortable civilization; otherwise, the landscape presented much of 
its primitive aspect. The day was a delightful one; for, although the heat 
ranged above 80 0 , the fresh prairie breeze tempered it to a delightful mildness. 
Resting upon the cool, green-sward in the shade of a large elm in the hollow, 
our ears were delighted by such a chorus of bird-songs as we have heard 
nowhere else. Among the leafy arches overhead the Baltimore Orioles 
whistled their mellow flute-like notes, accompanied by soft, contented warble 
and joyous carol of the Warbling and Red-eyed Vireos; the birds of the 
meadow were chanting on every hand their several ditties, while the breeze 
wafted to us the songs of various woodland species. In the scrubby jungle a 
Mocking-bird fairly filled the air with his rich medly of varied notes, the 
singer leaping in restless ecstacy from branch to branch, with drooping wings 
and spread tail, or flitting from tree to tree as he sang. A Brown Thrasher 
poured forth a ceaseless accompaniment as he sat perched sedately upon the 
summit of a small vine-canopied tree - a contrast in bearing to the restive, 
sportive Mimus, his rival in vigor, and superior in sweetness, of song. Several 
Yellow-breasted Chats interpolated their loud cat-calls, vehement whistlings, 
and croaking notes. These three, loudest of the songsters, well nigh drowned 
the voices of the smaller birds; but in the brief intervals - "between the acts" 
- were heard the fine and sweet, though plaintive, song of the little Field 
Sparrow, the pleasant notes of the Chewink, the rich whistlings of the Car­
dinal, and the clear, proud call of Bob White. Upon proceeding to the thickets 
and thus interrupting the louder songsters, the wondrously strong and vehe­
ment notes of the "Chicty-beaver Bird" or White-eyed Vireo greeted us from 
the tangled copse, and soon a song we had never heard before - the gabbling, 
sputtering harangue of Bell's Vireo-attracted our attention and, of course, 
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our interest. In the more open woods marking the border of the timber the 
several woodland species were noticed; there the Vermilion Tanager or 
Summer Red-bird warbled his Robin-like but fine and well-sustained song, the 
Blue-jays chuckled and screamed as they prowled among the branches, and 
gaudy Red-headed Woodpeckers flaunted their tri-colored livery as they 
sported about the trunks or occasional dead tree-tops. 
On the open prairie, comparative quiet reigned. The most numerous bird 
there was "Dick Cissel" (Spiza americana), who monopolized the iron-weeds, 
uttering his rude but agreeable ditty with such regularity and persistence that 
the general stillness seemed scarcely broken; hardly less numerous Henslow's 
Buntings were likewise perched upon the weed-stalks, and their weak but 
emphatic se-wick sounded almost like a faint attempt at imitation of Dick 
Cissel's song. The grasshopper-like wiry trill of the Yellow-winged Spar­
row; • the meandering, wavering warble of the Prairie Lark (Otocoris alpes­
tris praticola) - coming apparently from nowhere, but in reality from a little 
speck floating far up in the blue sky, - and the sweet "peek - you can't see 
me" of the Meadow-lark, completed the list of songs heard on the open 
prairie. Many kinds of birds besides those already described were seen, but to 
name them all would require too much space. We should not, however, omit 
to mention the elegant Swallow-tailed Kites, which now and then wheeled into 
view as they circled over the prairie, or their cousins and companions, the 
Mississippi Kites, soaring above them through the transparent atmosphere; nor 
must we forget a pair of croaking ravens who, after circling about for a short 
time over the border of the woods, flew away to the heavy timber in the Fox 
River bottoms. t 
Early in the following August we paid a second visit to the same spot, and 
found a material change in its aspect. A season of universal drought having 
passed, the prairie, which before was comparatively brown and sober in its 
coloring, was bedecked with flowers of varied hue. The Mocking-birds, 
Brown Thrashers, Chats, and most of the other songsters, were silent, but the 
shrill screech of a large species of Cicada repeatedly startled us as we brushed 
against the weeds, while numerous grasshoppers were far more noisy than the 
birds. As we came well out on the prairie, however, a beautiful and un­
looked-for sight appeared; in short, we were completely transfixed by the to us 
novel spectacle of numerous exquisitely graceful Swallow-tailed Kites floating 
about on buoyant wing, now gliding to the right or left, then sweeping in 
• Yellow-winged Sparrow = grasshopper sparrow. 
t In The Ornithology of Illinois, Robert Ridgway wrote of the American Raven, "The writer 
has seen it only in the bottoms of Big Creek and about the borders of Fox Prairie, in Richland 
County, where, up to 1871 at least, one or two pairs might be seen at almost any time, usually 
soaring in circles over the timber." " 
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broad circles, and approaching so near that several were easily shot. Soaring 
lightly above them were many Mississippi Kites, of which one would now and 
then close its wings and plunge downward, as if to strike the very earth, but 
instantly checking the velocity of its fall by sudden spreading of the wings, 
would then shoot upward again almost to the height from which it had 
descended. When two or more passed one another at opposite angles - as 
frequently happened - the sight was beautiful in the extreme.• 
The total number of species observed during these two trips, within the bounds 
of the prairie itself, numbered about ninety-five on each occasion; while the 
surrounding woodlands, cultivated grounds and river bottoms added so many 
more, that a total of about one hundred and forty species were ascertained to, 
in all probability, breed upon an area five miles square, having for its centre 
the portion of the prairie where we made our investigations. Of this grand 
total, only twenty-five were water-birds, the remainder of one hundred and 
fifteen species of land-birds being, perhaps, as large a number of regular 
summer residents as any locality of equal extent in North America can boast. 
A third visit to this prairie was made early in June, 1883 - exactly twelve 
years after the first trip. The change which had taken place in the interval 
was almost beyond belief. Instead of an absolutely open prairie some six 
miles broad by ten in extreme length, covered with its original characteristic 
vegetation, there remained only 160 acres not under fence. With this insigni­
ficant exception, the entire area was covered by thriving farms, with their neat 
cottages, capacious barns, fields of com and wheat, and even extensive 
orchards of peach and apple trees. The transformation was complete; and it 
was only by certain ineffacable landmarks that we were able to identify the 
locality of our former visits. As a consequence, we searched in vain for the 
characteristic prairie birds. Upon the unenclosed tract of 160 acres-a 
common grazing ground for the herds of the neighborhood - Dick Cissels, 
Henslow's Buntings, Yellow-winged Sparrows, and the Meadow-larks were 
abundant as ever; and running in the road, now wallowing in the dust, then 
alighting upon a fence stake, were plenty of Prairie Larks (Otocoris); but­
shades of Audubon! -equally numerous were the detestable and detested 
European House Sparrow, already ineradicably established. We searched in 
vain for Bell's Vireo, for all the thickets had been destroyed. Neither was a 
solitary kite, of either species, to be seen. We left our beautiful prairie with 
• Robert Ridgway had more to say about the number of kites in reminiscences published by 
Harry Harris in 1928, when Ridgway was 77 years old: "During my many visits to Olney and 
during my summer's residence therein there were, as already stated, many opportunities for 
studying the wild life of the surrounding country, and it was here that some of the most delightful 
ornithological 'thrills' in all my life were experienced; as for example the sight of hundreds of 
Swallow-tailed Kites and dozens of Mississippi Kites at one time performing their graceful aerial 
evolutions, on Fox Prairie, in 1871 (see Ornithology of Illinois, vol. I, pp. 13-16)." 32 
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sad heart, disgusted with the change (however beneficent to humanity) which 
civilization had wrought. 
The same is the history of all the smaller prairies in many portions of the 
State; and it will probably not be many years before a prairie in its primitive 
condition cannot be found within the limits of Illinois. 58 
Robert Ridgway included the preceding story in The Ornithology of Illinois when it was 
published in 1889. He had also told the story of his 1871 visit on the pages of the 1873 
volume of the American Naturalist. For the most part the two versions contain the same 
information, but Ridgway's 1873 article discusses more birds and reveals how he 
collected and identified some of the birds. Following are excerpts from the 1873 
American Naturalist article that supplement the 1889 version: 
During a lull in the chorus we heard, from the depths of the thicket, a very 
curious gabbling, or sputtering song, which was entirely new to us. We 
hastened to the thicket, and, entering it as far as possible, lay in wait for the 
strange songster to resume his vocal performance. ... we found that he was 
Embarras River, (pronounced Embroy in Fr.) a considerable stream in the eastern part of 
the state. It rises in Champaign county . . . near the sources of the Kaskaskia, the two 
Vermilions, and the Sangamon rivers. It runs south through Coles county, receives 
several smaller streams, enters Jasper, turns southeast across a corner of Crawford, 
passes through Lawrence county, and enters the Big Wabash, about six miles below 
Vincennes. The country On the Embarras is various, though there is much good land. 
Towards its head the prairie greatly predominates, the timber being in groves, and 
narrow strips along its banks. In Coles county, north of Charleston, the timber is from 
two to six miles wide. Below that place it gradually widens to the distance of eight or 
ten miles. 
It consists of the various qualities common on this side of the state. Generally the 
prairies through which it flows are second rate for more than half its length from its 
mouth. Its bottOms are inundated in very high floods. The main stream and its branches 
afford many good mill seats. From the vicinity of Lawrenceville to Vincennes, in high 
freshets, the Embarras. and Big Wabash unite their waters and spread over the country 
for seven or eight miles in extent. Hence, from this occasional obstruction to travelling 
on the old "Vincennes trace," as the obscure path through the prairies to Kaskaskia was 
then called, the early French explorers gave the name "Embarras" to this stream. 
. . . Nonh Fork of the Embarras rises in the southwest part of Clark county, runs south 
near the line between Crawford and Jasper, and enters the Embarras at the southeast 
corner of the latter county. The country is a level, timbered tract, in some places rather 
wet. 52 
- J.M. Peck's Gazetteer of Illinois (1837). 52 
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Bell's greenlet (Vireo Bellii), • a species of the plains east of the Rocky 
Mountains from Texas northward, and not before detected east of the Missis­
sippi river. After we had become satisfied of his identity we shot him; but 
upon attempting to secure our prize we found the briery undergrowth too 
intricate and powerful to allow a passage through it. 
... Though we had never met with Henslow's bunting t before, we found it 
to be much more common here than the C. passerinus, *and in a little while 
easily succeeded in securing seven fine specimens. At the edge of a pond we 
saw what we thought to be the Passerculus savanna, , but the bird escaped by 
running into the grass after we had crippled it. Over the surface of the pond 
were flitting and hovering a couple of black terns (Hydrochelidonfissipes), 
while among the rushes and sedges of its border the red-winged blackbirds 
(Ageloeus phoeniceus), and both species of marsh wrens (Telmatodytes palus­
tris and Cistothorus stellaris), § were nesting; and when away from the pond, 
we were certain that we heard the harsh grating notes of the yellow-headed 
blackbird (Xanrhocephalus icterocephalus), well known to us, but we did not 
see this species there. In the grassy portions of the prairie the field plover 
(Aetiturus Banramius) •• was more or less common, and, except the killdeer 
(Aegialitis vociferus), was the only other species of the family observed there. 
The lark bunting (Chondestes grammaca) tt was more or less common about 
the border of the com-fields and scattered groves along the edge of the prairie, 
and we listened to its vivacious and unusually vigorous song with more 
pleasure than we had felt upon hearing any other bird during the day, for we 
regard this bird as the finest singer of its family on the continent; its sprightly, 
remarkable continued song, having a peculiar emotional trill in various parts, 
and such beautiful rising and falling cadences, in addition to its other pleasing 
qualities, that we consider it unequalled in these respects among all the numer­
ous fringilline songsters of the United States. A frequent companion of this 
• Bell's greenlet (Vireo Belli!) = Bell's vireo. 
t Henslow's bunting = Henslow's sparrow. 
*Coturniculus passerinus = grasshopper sparrow. 
, Passerculus savanna = savanna sparrow. 
§ TelfTUltodytes palustris = marsh wren (long-billed marsh wren); Cistothorus stellaris ~ 
sedge wren (short-billed marsh wren) . 
•• Field plover (Actiturus Bartramius) = upland sandpiper. 
tt Lark bunting (Chondestes grammaca) = lark sparrow. 
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species was the indigo bird (Cyanospiza cyanea), • and more rare one, the 
grass, or bay-winged bunting (Pooecetes gramineus). t Besides the species 
named, but few birds were noticed that day, and these were the more generally 
distributed species, which are hardly worthy of mention, as the catbird (Galeo­
scoptes Carolinensis), red-bellied woodpecker (Centurus Carolinus), flicker 
(Colaptes auratus), and such species as are seen every day in nearly all 
localities. Once a pair of croaking ravens (Corvus camivorus) made their 
appearance, and after circling about over the border of the woods for a few 
minutes, left for the heavy timber of Fox Creek bottoms. The red-tailed and 
red-shouldered hen hawks (Buteo borealis and B. lineatus) were occasionally 
seen, while now and then one or two swallow-tailed kites (Nauclerus jorfi­
catus) would be noticed floating about in broad circles in the clear blue sky, 
usually accompanied by the Mississippi kite (lctinia Mississippiensis). The 
little sparrow falcon (Tinnunculus sparverius), *and sharp-shinned and Coop­
er's hawks (Accipiter fuscus and A. Cooperii), completed the list of birds of 
prey which we observed that day. 
. . . The swallow-tails were so numerous and tame that once, when half a 
dozen or so were sailing about, we killed one with each barrel of our gun, in 
quick succession. A couple of full-grown young of this species were seen 
upon a dead tree along the stream, and while we were watching them the 
parent bird approached, evidently with food for them, for the commenced 
dancing up and down upon the branch, and whistled impatiently, when she 
hovered over them. The Mississippi kites would never approach us near 
enough for a shot, so that we found them far more difficult to shoot than the 
swallow-tails. The three specimens obtained we secured by stratagem; our 
most successful plan being to approach them in our wagon. These kites were 
frequently observed resting upon the tops of the dead trees along the stream, 
and by approaching with the team until we were concealed for a moment by 
the intervening underwood, I would jump out and leave my companions to 
keep on with the wagon. While the unsuspecting kite was intently watching 
the passing team, I found it usually quite easy to steal through the thickets near 
enough to the tree to shoot it. In this manner I succeeded in shooting three 
fine specimens during the day. 
While driving across the prairie, in the course of my hunt after these birds, I 
observed what appeared to be a Mississippi kite perched upon a dead tree in a 
brushy ravine. We approached it as described above, and as we drew nearer, 
we noticed something in its appearance which caused us to see that it was not 
• Indigo bird (Cyanospiza cyanea) ~ indigo bunting. 
t Grass bunting or bay-winged bunting (Pooecetes gramineus) ~ vesper sparrow. 
*Sparrow falcon (Tinnunculus sparverius) ~ American kestrel. 
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an Ictinia. • We were almost near enough to shoot from the wagon, when it 
flew, and began circling about, when it was immediately assaulted by two or 
three Ictinias, that continued to annoy it. When immediately overhead I shot 
at it, but without serious effect, for it immediately flew straight into a large 
elm tree in the ravine, and alighted among the branches. As it soared about 
above us I immediately recognized it as the Asturina plagiata, t a species 
which is so strongly marked in all its characters, the plumage especially, that 
no other hawk could possibly be mistaken for it by one at all acquainted with 
this family. I succeeded in getting another shot at it, but the distance was so 
great that the bird escaped. 57 
ORNITHOLOGIST E.W. NELSON made an excursion to Fox Prairie during the breeding 
season of 1875, midway between Robert Ridgway's visits in 1871 and 1883. Nelson 
reported, "We found the prairie to be partly wild and of a slightly rolling character, 
crossed by a small stream bordered by banks usually covered with bushes or trees. 
About the outskirts of the prairie were more or less extended pieces of woodland. " 49 
Mr. Nelson enumerated 29 species of woodland birds at Fox Prairie: wood thrush (com­
mon), American robin (rare), gray catbird (not common), brown thrasher (not common), 
blue-gray gnatcatcher (common), tufted titmouse (common), black-and-white warbler (not 
common), worm-eating warbler (one specimen), ovenbird (common), Kentucky warbler 
(rather common), Wilson's warbler (abundant), summer tanager (common), red-eyed 
vireo (abundant), yellow-throated vireo (not common), northern cardinal (common), blue 
jay (common), great crested flycatcher (common), eastern wood-pewee (common), yel­
low-billed cuckoo (not common), hairy woodpecker (rather common), downy woodpecker 
(common), pileated woodpecker (rather common), red-bellied woodpecker (common), 
red-headed woodpecker (not common), northern flicker (not common), barred owl (com­
mon), eastern screech-owl (not common), Cooper's hawk (one specimen), and wild tur­
key (common). 49 
Nelson provided an annotated list of 35 species "found upon the prairie and about its 
outskirts," as follows: 
Common yellowthroat: "In the bushes along edge of fields or woods." Bell's 
vireo: "Rather common in the dense patches of bushes on the prairie. The 
males would appear on the top of a tall bush and utter a queer song entirely 
peculiar, but so shy were they that at the first alarm they would disappear. 
• Ictinia = Mississippi kite. 
t Asturina plagiata = Mexican goshawk. In The Ornitholngy of Illinois, Ridgway recon­
firmed his identification of this species: "A specimen of this tropical species was seen by the 
writer on Fox Prairie, in Richland Co., on the 19th of August, 1871. It several times came so 
near that its peculiar markings could be seen with perfect distinctness, and the writer having 
previously handled many stuffed specimens there cannot be the slightest doubt as to the correct­
ness of its identification." 58 
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Although repeated efforts were made to obtain specimens during the week we 
were there, only two were shot." Loggerhead shrike: "Rather common about 
the outskirts of the prairie. " 
American goldfinch: "Common." Vesper sparrow: "Rather common." Chip­
ping sparrow: "Common on the prairie, but less numerous than in similar 
situations in the northern portion of the state." Henslow's sparrow: "Very 
common, much more numerous than in the northern portions of the state. " 
Lark sparrow: "Not very common. Most numerous along roadsides." Field 
sparrow: "Abundant about the borders of the prairie." Bachman's sparrow: 
"This species was rather common in a half-cleared field between Mt. Carmel 
and the prairie." Dicksissel: "Not very common." Indigo bunting: "About 
the borders of the prairie. " 
Rufous-sided towhee: "A nest containing three eggs situated in a bush about 
three feet from the ground was taken on the border of the prairie." Horned 
lark: "Common upon the prairie." Brown-headed cowbird: "Common upon 
the prairie." Eastern meadowlark: "Rather common." Common raven: "A 
raven was killed in a field on one side of the prairie the week before we were 
there. " 
Eastern kingbird: "About the border of the prairie." Willow flycatcher: 
"Quite numerous along the sides of a shallow ravine intersecting the prairie. " 
Ruby-throated hummingbird: "Common about the borders of the prairie." 
American swallow-tailed kite: "Five specimens were observed passing over the 
prairie one of the first days of our stay; after this only one or two single 
specimens were seen, although in years previous to this my friend Mr. Ridg­
way has found these birds abundant here at this season." Mississippi kite: 
"Only a few specimens were observed. They were usually found circling over 
a herd of cattle which caused grasshoppers and other large insects to rise, thus 
giving the kites a good opportunity to procure their food with little labor. " 
Red-tailed hawk: "A few specimens were observed soaring over the prairie. " 
Swainson's hawk: "During our first day upon the prairie a pair of the Swain­
son's hawks were secured, and the following day a boy guided us to a tree on 
the outskirts of the prairie, where he stated the birds we had killed had raised 
young that season. This we found to be true, as two young of the year were 
obtained from the very tree, and in which could be seen the remains of a 
poorly constructed nest." Turkey vulture: "Abundant." 
Mourning dove: "Very common. A nest containing two fresh eggs was found 
on a knoll on the prairie. The wheel of our wagon nearly ran over the female 
as we were driving by." Greater prairie-chicken: "Not very numerous." 
Northern bobwhite: "Not as numerous as in the bottoms near Mt. Carmel." 
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Killdeer: "Common." Solitary sandpiper: "A few specimens were seen about 
small ponds of water on the prairie." Upland sandpiper: "Very numerous on 
the prairie." Spotted sandpiper: "Several observed about the small ponds." 
Great blue heron: "Two specimens kept about the prairie ponds." Great egret: 
"One specimen observed with the preceding." Green-backed heron: "A few 
specimens observed." 49 
E.W. Nelson also mentioned that he obtained a few specimens of Bewick's wren "along 
a ruinous hedge fence by the roadside near Fox Prairie." He concluded his report about 
Fox Prairie with, "At this locality, Mr. Ridgway observed in June, 1871, Mimus poly­
glottus (not rare), Vireo gilvus (common), Helminrhophaga chrysoptera (rare), Dendroeca 
pennsylvanica (rare), Geothlypis philadelphia (rare), Passerculus savanna (rare), Buteo 
lineatus, Falco sparverius, and Nisus fuscus; while in August, of the same year, a speci­
men of Asturina plagiata Licht. was seen." • 49 
ROBERT RIDGWAY SPENT his retirement years at Olney. In 1915 he published an article 
in Bird-Lore titled "Bird-Life in Southern Illinois: Changes Which Have Taken Place in 
Half a Century." Countering the testimony of those who thought that there had been no 
material decrease in native birds, Ridgway asserted, 
There can be no illusion of perception or memory involved in the statement 
that very much less than fifty years ago it was hardly possible, in the region of 
which I am writing, for one to go even a short distance from the towns 
without seeing one or more flocks of Wild Turkeys; and that in October or 
November Wild Pigeons were to be seen by thousands or even millions, while 
now both species are absolutely gone; that each spring or fall, less than fifty 
years ago, countless flocks of Wild Geese or Ducks passed over in their 
migrations, and the loud trumpeting of Whooping and Sandhill Cranes was a 
familiar sound; while now all these birds are but a memory, except for a few, 
probably less than ten per cent (possibly not more than one per cent) of the 
Ducks and Geese; that Blue Jays and Bronzed Grackles are at least as numer­
ous as they were fifty years ago; that the introduction, less than forty years 
ago, and extraordinary increase of the European House Sparrow have resulted 
in practical banishment from their former close association with human abodes 
of the Bluebird, Purple Martin, Bam Swallow, and Cliff Swallow; or that the 
spontaneous advent (not earlier than the year 1869) of the House Wren has 
caused a great diminution in numbers and an irregular distribution of the once 
abundant and ubiquitous Bewick's Wren. 60 
• Mimus po/yg/ottus = northern mockingbird; Vireo gilvus = warbling vireo; He/mintho­
phaga chrysoptera = golden-winged warbler; Dendroeca pennsy/vanica ~ chestnut-sided warbler; 
Geoth/ypis philadelphia = mourning warbler; Passercu/us savanna = savanna sparrow; Buteo 
lineatus = red-shouldered hawk; Fa/co sparverius ~ American kestrel; Nisus fuscus = sharp­
shinned hawk; Asturina p/agiata = Mexican goshawk. 
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Among "species which have become quite exterminated" in southern Illinois by hunting 
during the previous 50 years, Ridgway listed the passenger pigeon, wild turkey, and 
ruffed grouse, and possibly the whooping crane, sandhill crane, and trumpeter swan.• 
Among species "verging toward extermination," Ridgway listed the common bobwhite, 
greater prairie-chicken, upland sandpiper, American swallow-tailed kite, Mississippi kite, 
pileated woodpecker, and "ducks, geese, and other water birds." 60 He elaborated about 
the two species of kite: 
The last individuals of the Mississippi Kite seen by me were a pair observed, 
during the summer of 1910, soaring over Bird Haven; t but it has been so 
long since a Swallow-tail was seen that I cannot remember the year. As late 
as 1871 both species were common summer residents, and I have seen more 
than a hundred of the former and dozens of the latter at one time, as they 
soared about overhead, watching for and devouring the large cicadas, grass­
hoppers, and small snakes which (except the last) abounded on the open 
prairie. At that time the prairie was wholly uncultivated, while now every 
acre of it is farmland. 60 
Ridgway wrote that the bobwhite "is constantly decreasing in numbers, the multitude of 
gunners afield during the open season being alone sufficient to account for the decrease. " 
Regarding the prairie-chicken, Ridgway stated, 
Although the present time is well within the second consecutive five-year term 
of alleged or ostensible absolute protection by law, this bird is not even com­
mon. I was unable to see a single one during many trips to the most likely 
places during all of my eighteen months sojourn in Richland County, though 
told that the species was plentiful in certain localities. During the mating 
season of 1914, the 'booming' of two or three males could be heard each 
morning at Larchmound, *the meadows which they frequented being about a 
mile to a mile and a half distant. Most certainly, this species does not in­
crease as it should if adequately protected, owing, probably, to surreptitious 
shooting and destruction of eggs and young by self-hunting dogs. 60 
Mr. Ridgway discussed eight principal factors "responsible for the marked disturbance 
of the 'Balance of Nature,' so far as bird-life is involved" in southern Illinois: (1) 
shooting, (2) a decrease in the number and extent of shelter and nesting areas, (3) 
• Ridgway noted that the Carolina parakeet and ivory-billed woodpecker had become extinct 
in southern Illinois more than 50 years earlier. 
t Bird Haven was Mr. and Mrs. Ridgway's first home at Olney. 
*Larchmound was the Ridgways' second home at Olney. 
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March 15. . .. Prairie Chickens "booming," Mourning Doves cooing, Song 
Sparrow, Robins, Purple Finches, Meadowlarks, Juncos, Tufted Titmice, Carolina 
Chickadees, and Bluebirds singing, and Killdeers clamorous. The spotted ground 
frog (Rana areolaJa) first heard croaking. Caught a snake (Ophibolus calligaster) 
and saw another (unidentified) . 
. . . March 28.... Robins, Bluebirds, Blue Jays, and Mourning Doves nest­
building; in evening the croaking of hundreds of Rana areolata producing a 
continuous roar. 
- Robert Ridgway's notes at Olney, 1915. 59 
introduction and naturalization of the European House Sparrow, • (4) destruction by feral 
house cats and self-hunting bird-dogs, (5) wanton killing of birds by boys, (6) spraying 
of orchards, (7) temporary or special causes, t and (8) unknown causes. *60 
Ridgway recalled, "The first House Wren ever seen or heard by me in southeastern 
Illinois was noted in the vicinity of Olney, some time near the year 1870 .... " By 
1915, he noted, house wrens had become far more numerous than Bewick's wrens at 
Olney. House wrens forced out Bewick's wrens; according to Ridgway, the house wren 
"will not brook the presence of any other species - Wren, Chickadee, Titmouse or 
Nuthatch - which require similar nesting-sites." 60 
Vermilion County 
A BIOGRAPHY OF DAVID DICKSON, who came to Carroll Township in 1828, states, "Wild 
animals of all kinds abounded, deer, wolves, etc., while poisonous reptiles-the rattle­
snake, the blue racer, the black and the garter snake- kept the traveler on the look-out. 
There were also great quantities of wild birds - geese, ducks and pheasants, besides 
turkeys and pigeons." , [9 
• Robert Ridgway listed the cliff swallow, bam swallow, purple martin, and eastern bluebird 
in particular as having been "ousted by the English sparrow." 
t In this category Ridgway listed only the turkey vulture ("turkey buzzard"), which had 
become relatively scarce because of "the state law compelling the burial of dead animals, and the 
shooting of large numbers of buzzards on account of the wholly erroneous supposition that they 
are active agents in dissemination of hog-cholera. " 
*Ridgway listed the dickcissel, Baltimore oriole, wood thrush, yellow warbler, warbling 
vireo, white-eyed vireo, yel1ow-breasted chat, and Carolina wren as having declined from 
unknown causes. 
, Pheasant = ruffed grouse; pigeon = passenger pigeon. 
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PRAIRIE AND WOODLAND FIRES
 
Champaign County 
IN IDS 1905 BOOK about Champaign County, Judge J.O. Cunningham of Urbana recalled 
a close call with a prairie fire: 
The author, in the autumn of 1862, with a party of friends was passing from 
the county-seat to Sadorus across the prairie, when a line of smoke appeared 
over the ridge to the west, betokening the coming fire. The country was then 
all open and covered by the summer's growth of grass, well seared and dry 
from the early frosts. The fire soon appeared over the ridge bearing down 
upon the party like a devouring army. Fortunately the line of the Wabash 
railroad was not far away and, by a rapid application of the whip to the team, 
it was reached and passed to safety when the terrific flame was but a few rods 
away. 4 
Judge Cunningham asserted that the location of prairie groves was controlled by the 
distribution of bodies of water that acted as firebreaks: 
The presence here and there allover the State of isolated groves and belts of 
timber land, with the well known tendency of all lands to revert to a forest 
condition, is not hard to understand and explain. It will be seen by obser­
vation that, wherever such a grove or belt of timber is found, there will also 
be found a protector or proximate cause in the presence of water, either in the 
form of ponds or of a running stream, generally situated upon the south or 
west side of such bodies of timber. The explanation is found in the well­
known fact that the autumnal winds of the country, which, before its settle­
ment and subjection, drove before them the prairie fires, came from the 
south and west, and if no obstruction was met in the way of a stream or wet 
marsh, drove the fires widespread and destructive, in advance of them. 
. . . So the county owes the presence of these groves, which did so much 
for it by the invitation to early settlement, to the streams and ponds near 
their margins . . . . 
... About one mile north of the village of Philo, in the early times, was a tuft 
or small patch of timber and brush - along the margin of a small pond, which 
protected it from the annual prairie fires - of less than one acre, which, from 
the earliest settlement of the country, was a noted landmark for travelers, and 
which was known far and near as the "Tow-Head," from its supposed resem­
blance to something bearing that name. Its position upon a very high piece of 
prairie made it visible for many miles around. It has long since yielded to the 
march of farm improvement, and its foster guardian, the pond, has likewise 
given way to the same enemy of the picturesque, and now yields each year 
fine crops of corn. 4 
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The position of the Tow-Head - on a rise above a pond - is typical of many isolated 
prairie groves. The pond and hill served as a firebreak and allowed this small patch of 
woody plants to survive amid highly flammable grassland. 
Coles County 
IN ALETTER WRITTEN IN OAKLAND on October 21, 1843, Hiram Rutherford told a friend 
in Pennsylvania, "Vegetation has been abundant. I never saw the prairies present so 
gorgeous an appearance as they have the past summer. They are now on fire, & the sky 
in all points of the horizon, is illumin'd by the glare of their fires. Wheat failed this 
year, corn & oats were good." 35 
THE 1879 History of Coles County portrayed the beauty of oak woods during the era 
when they were still frequented by wildfires: 
The timber-lands in general, at that day, appeared far more beautiful than they 
now do, for the great fall fires from the prairies swept through the forest and 
kept it clear of underbrush, consuming much of the fallen timber, so that the 
timbered land had a clean, pleasant look. The giant old oak stood unmolested, 
spreading its long, leafy boughs north and south, east and west, forming cool 
and pleasant shades, beckoning the weary traveler to lie down and rest, while 
the breezes laden with sweet perfumes from nature's floral garden gently 
fanned him to sleep. But the whole scene is changed, both timber and prairie. 
The prairie by the plowshare and the timber by the relentless chopping-ax; and 
where once grew the lovely flowers, is now the far-stretching cornfield or the 
wide-spread meadow; and where once stood in its pristine glory the lordly 
monarch of the forest, it is now thickly overgrown with underbrush. 72 
THE 1906 History of Coles County promotes a novel idea regarding the initiation of 
isolated prairie groves: 
There was much speculation as to the cause of these detached clumps of timber 
and many theories were promulgated. The most reasonable one, perhaps, was 
that, as they were all upon relatively high ground, the wolves had, through 
previous years, been accustomed to make dens there, and their digging in the 
ground had given the needed means for the sprouting of nuts and seeds drop­
ped by animals, birds or Indians. There were always wolves' dens in and 
about these groves, and wolves never made dens in low ground which was 
liable to be flooded in wet seasons. 
. . . The tough sward of the prairie prevents timber from taking root, but 
when once it is broken by the implements of man, or by the wolves and foxes 
in digging their dens, or by the tramping and pawing of wild animals in their 
daily visits to the water courses, the land soon becomes forest. 8 
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Crawford County 
I.H. BATTLE DISCUSSED fires, barrens, and grubs in Robinson Township: 
The original character of the country included within these limits was part, 
"barrens" and part true prairie. These were irregularly distributed, the latter 
generally proving to be low levels when the concentrated moisture prevented 
the growth of the timber of this region. The whole surface, however, was 
such as to afford but little obstacle to the progress of the regular fall fires, and 
only here and there a good sized tree stood out upon the blackened plain as 
evidence that the whole land had not been vanquished by the fiery onslaught. 
But the first settlers found further evidence of the character of the land, in the 
roots or "grubs" which stilI remained in the ground, and it seemed an aggra­
vation of the usual hardships of pioneer experience that the condition of the 
prairie land forced the new-comer to select the poorer land. 53 
G.N. BERRY DESCRIBED the result of fire suppression in the Embarras River lowland in 
southwestern Crawford County in 1883: 
About three fourths of the area is woodland, the forest growth consisting 
principally of the different varieties of oak, hickory, ash, maple, with walnut, 
elm and sycamore skirting the creeks. When first settled the woods were 
almost entirely devoid of undergrowth, owing to the prevalence of forest and 
prairie fires, which swept over the country in fall of each year. With the 
improvement of the land these fires ceased, and in woods which have not been 
disturbed a rank growth of "underbush" has sprung up, principally spice, 
pawpaw, grapevine, dogwood and many other varieties. 53 
According to Mr. Berry's account, the woods grew up with spicebush and pawpaw, 
which are fire-sensitive species that are adapted to moist soil. Berry did not mention 
hazel or sumac, which were widespread in the undergrowth of woodlands in the general 
region. The presence of spicebush and pawpaw reflected the moist conditions on the low 
plain bordering the Embarras River. Yet fires burned into these moist woods. 
IN THE FALL OF 1850 Adam Siler moved from Ohio to Oblong Township and bought 
"100 acres of raw land." But "after four years of unsuccessful farming and discourage­
ment he returned to Ohio." Mr. Siler went back to his Crawford County farm after four 
weeks in Ohio - only to discover that "some hunters from Terre Haute came out in the 
neighborhood of his farm and set fire to the grass, which burnt all the fencing he had 
built on his farm, which was about 21,000 rails and stakes." 53 
Mr. Culbenson had 150 tons hay burned election night. Caught from burning out 
a slough. - From the diary of a Newman resident, November 15, 1886. 66 
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Douglas County 
IN illS 1876 illSTORY of the county, Henry C. Niles mentioned that the extent of timber 
was "at least holding its own, if not increasing, by reason of the cessation of prairie 
fires, once so prevalent, which have at last yielded to the cultivation and general im­
provement of the prairie." He further remarked, 
The county is situated in Grand Prairie, now rapidly filling up with thrifty 
farmers, but it is within the memory of comparatively new comers that the 
prairie was considered almost a bleak, barren waste, unfit for habitation; all of 
the pioneers, almost without exception, settling within or near the edge of the 
timber, perhaps by reason of the timber being valuable as well as convenient 
for use. Nevertheless the seeming protection afforded by the timber had its 
influence in determining locations in the early days, and it was considered 
injudicious, to say the least, for a man to expose himself and family to the 
storms and annual prairie fires. 50 
Mr. Niles mentioned the following with regard to Thomas Goodwin, who was one of the 
first white men to live in Garrett Township, immediately west of the Embarras River 
valley: "He relates having cut a large tree for rail timber in the exact spot where he had 
cut a similar one thirty-six years before, as if the timber is holding its own notwithstand­
ing the large quantities used for fuel and improvement." 50 
I.H. BATTLE WROTE that timbered land was in high demand during the pioneer era, but 
wooded areas declined in value after railroads brought coal and low-priced lumber to the 
region. He stated in 1884, "Many fine tracts of timber remain, but also, many clear­
ings." 10 Removal of timber for farmland was at least partly mitigated by the fact that 
trees sprang up in barrens and in some prairies as soon as farmers put a stop to wildfires. 
Mr. Battle alluded to this balance between afforestation and clearing in Camargo Town­
ship: "The long-mooted question as to whether the timber is decreasing, or the reverse, 
within the original limit is not as yet decided." 10 
Edgar County 
THE 1879 History ofEdgar County recalls of prairie fires, 
It was often the case in the fall, at the season when they mostly occurred, that 
"In the scowl of heaven each face 
Grew dark -" 
and we have it from a reliable source, that people would actually get lost in 
daytime, it being so dark in the forests, owing to the thick smoke, they could 
not see their way. 73 
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This book includes the following paragraph in its history of Buck Township: 
In places, there were yet sections of land covered only by the tall prairie 
grass, through which the snakes wriggled, and in which the prairie-hens hid 
almost unmolested. A sight which, to those living here now for only a few 
years would be interesting and novel, was often witnessed. Sometimes the 
lighting of a pipe among the dry grass, in the autumn or early spring, caused a 
scene which rivaled in grandeur the one said to have been originated by Mrs. 
O'Leary's cow in Chicago, in 1871. Throwing his half-burnt match aside, the 
smoker would unconsciously kindle a blaze from which he had to run for his 
life. If the wind were blowing, great sheets of flame would be carried for­
ward, like the angry waves of the ocean, to envelop all that came in its way in 
fire. The path of the conflagration, too, would widen as it progressed, and 
animals, snakes, and even birds, stood a good chance of being broiled alive. 
To prevent these fires from communicating to houses and grain-stacks, it was 
customary to plow a number of furrows around the plat which it was desirable 
to protect, and then, on a calm day, bum the grass that lay within the inclos­
ure. Even this precaution sometimes failed, as a strong wind would often 
project the flame many feet, landing it clear of the already-burnt area, and 
communicating it to the stacks of grain or hay. 73 
THE 1905 History ofEdgar County attests ... 
Every autumn the rich summer crop of grass was consumed by prairie fires, 
and thus the hindrance to the fresh growth of grass the next spring was 
removed, the spread of woodland was impeded, and the extent of the prairie 
perpetuated and sometimes extended. 7 
Effingham County 
WILLIAM HENRY PERRIN CRAFTED a word-picture ofthe flatwoods and "claypan prairie" 
region of south-central Illinois. His discourse is of special interest because it implicates 
the actions of fire, wind, water, and vegetation in the formation of shallow wet depres­
sions that dotted the landscape: 
We can imagine nothing more dreary, lonesome or depressing than was the 
face of this boundless waste of cheerless solitude, where had sat through the 
ages silence and desolation. These vast prairie seas, with their long reaches of 
desert waste, their flat surface covered with tall, dank grass, often as high as a 
man's head on horseback. In the autumn when this grass became sear, it was 
burned, and the smoke from these fires filled the atmosphere for hundreds of 
miles with smoke that darkened the face of day and hung like mourning 
drapery upon the horizon. The prairies were wet, flat and marshy. Waters 
standing a goodly portion of the year on, perhaps, two-third's of the soil's 
surface. When the grass was freshly burned the weary eye could find no relief 
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in the vast expanse save the crawfish chimneys that thickly dotted the face of 
nature. The water lay mostly where it fell, and could escape only by evapora­
tion, and from this cause it is believed the rainfall then was greater than now. 
. . . The forests consisted of tall trees with no undergrowth of brush or vines. 
The annual fires that swept through them had done the work of the forester 
well. It cleared away the debris, burned most of the fallen trees, and trimmed 
smooth the sprouts and had trained the limbs not to grow out near the ground. 
You could ride anywhere through the woods, or, for that matter, drive a 
wagon with nearly the same ease that you could in an orchard. People now 
express great surprise that the pioneers always settled in the timber, or close 
upon the edge of it; and as a rule the first selections were the poorest land. 
There were good reasons for their acts. The face of the country was immense­
ly different then from now. They were compelled to hunt out, first, for a 
spring where they could get water. They could find these and dry land only in 
the woods. They were, too, a people who knew little or nothing about the 
prairie. It was not then possible for man to live upon these treeless marshes, 
pools and bogs, fit only for the home of the "green heads," the poisonous 
insects, amphibious snakes and the more deadly malaria. The prairies were 
then mere lagoons filled with rotting grass and death, that was carried away by 
the unobstructed winds to poison the pure air of heaven. There was very little 
chance for the water to drain off the land, the topography of the country then 
being such as to hold it in its naturally formed basins. Mr. Joshua Bradley 
suggested to the writer the most plausible theory as to how these prairie basins 
were formed. His idea was that when the tall grass was burned, the fire that 
traveled with the wind, burned everything as it went, but that which burned 
against the wind traveled slowly and burned the grass at the roots always first, 
and when a strong wind prevailed it would carry the long stalks of this burned 
off grass into the burnt places and leave it there. In the spring the heavy rains 
would cause the water to float these off and they would lodge at points until 
they were piled there in great quantities, and in the long course of time they 
thus received accretions until the waters were held back, sod formed on the 
embankment and complete natural dams were made and a basin formed. It 
was the cows of the pioneers that first made beaten paths as they traveled to 
water or to the "late burns" • to graze the tender and nutritious grasses, and 
these paths were the lead-way for the water to follow, and as the cows killed 
the sod the water could cut its own ditch, so stream was added to stream until 
strength was accumulated, and in the years the prairie swamps became com­
paratively dry, rich land. 54 
• A "late burn" was a place where the prairie was set afire late in the growing season to 
stimulate a new growth of grass. 
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Winter of the Deep Snow 
THE 1879 History of Coles County introduces the Deep Snow: 
The winter of 1830 and 1831 was one of unusual severity. It is known in the 
annals of the West, especially in the northern part, as the "winter of the deep 
snow." The snow fell almost continuously from the latter part of November 
till late in January, covering the ground in Northern Illinois to the depth of 
nearly four feet. In the southern part of the State, it was not so severe or 
lasting, and was a little more than half that depth. • The winter was, how­
ever, very cold, and as the settlers were generally poorly provided against any 
such contingencies, much suffering ensued. About the latter part of February, 
a warm spell came, which quickly melted the snow, covering the entire face of 
the country with water. At this juncture, a reverse of temperature arose, and a 
continuous glare of ice was the result. People could not go anywhere with 
horses or oxen, as they were not able, in a majority of cases, to shoe their 
teams. . .. The ice was succeeded in the spring by another thaw, the like of 
which has rarely been seen since. t 72 
Later in the same volume ... 
Going back a little point of time, we find the winters of 1830, 1831 and 1832 
were very cold. The last of November, 1830, *there came a fall of snow of 
thirty-two inches in depth, which remained until March. About the middle of 
February, it rained part of two days, reducing the snow to a slush, and 
suddenly turning cold, froze the water and soft snow into ice. The whole face 
of the country was one continuous sheet of ice. . .. Three or four neighbors, 
accompanied by their trusty rifles and all the dogs they could muster, would 
often engage in what was called the "deer drive." As the fleet-footed deer 
could not stand on the smooth, glassy surface, and as the dog could make good 
headway, few that were started up succeeded in making good their escape. It 
was not an unusual thing to capture some half dozen in a single day . . . . 72 
• Elsewhere this book says of the snow in Coles County, "Here it was only about two feet 
deep . ..." 72 
t The 1906 History of Coles County relates the same basic story. The book states that the 
snow was 2 to 3 feet deep, drifted in many places to a depth of 6 feet. 8 
*Almost all accounts place the onset of heavy snow near the end of December 1830. 
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The climate, which has been modified somewhat since that period by drainage and 
the cultivation of the soil, was, generally speaking, changeable, and harsh in the 
winter and spring; often extremely cold, with many deep snows and much rain. In 
the summer the air was heavily charged with moisture; the days were hot and often 
the nights seemed hotter by reason of the humidity. 
- History of Coles County (1906). 8 
Sudden Change 
THE OTHER PHENOMENAL climatic phenomenon of the pioneer era was the Sudden 
Change or Sudden Freeze of December 1836. As told by the 1879 History of Coles 
County, 
The 20th day of the month' referred to had been rather warm. A slight rain 
fell during the forenoon, turning the few inches of snow on the ground into 
slush, and filling the creeks and ponds with water. About the middle of the 
afternoon, a heavy cloud was noticed coming rapidly from the northwest. It 
came at the rate of twenty-five or thirty miles per hour, t as was afterward 
ascertained, and was accompanied with a terrific, roaring noise. As it passed 
over the country, everything was frozen in its track almost instantly. Water 
that was running in little gullies or in the streams was suddenly arrested in its 
career, blown into eddies and small waves by the wind, and frozen before it 
could subside. Cattle, horses, hogs and wild animals exposed to its fury were 
soon chilled through and many frozen in their tracks. Where a few moments 
before they walked in mud and slush, was now frozen, and unless moving 
about they were frozen fast. In some instances where individuals were 
exposed to the fury of this wave and unable to reach shelter, their lives were 
lost. One man was found afterward standing frozen in the mud, dead, and still 
holding the rein of his horse in his hand. He had apparently become bewil­
dered and chilled, and freezing fast in the mud and slush, remained standing. 
Mr. Elisha Linder, in speaking of this storm, says: "I was near my house 
feeding some stock, when I noticed the storm-cloud approaching. Thinking it 
would be a severe windstorm and possibly rain, as it was misting at the time, I 
started to the house. I went as quickly as I could, but the storm caught me 
before I reached the door. It was so piercing in its coldness and so strong I 
• Almost all accounts say that the Sudden Change occurred some time in the latter half of 
December 1836, but the date varies from account to account. One of the most authoritative 
reports gives the date as December 16. 23 
t The 1906 History of Coles County gives the wind speed as 60 or 70 miles per hour. 8 
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From 1882 to 1906 a Newman resident kept a personal record of events in the neighbor­
hood. The Newman Independent later published excerpts of this chronology as ~Leaves 
from the Diary of an Old Settler." The following paragraphs review the weather extremes 
that were noted during a 14-year span at this Douglas County community. 
1882. SEP. 30: A Cyclone struck the Ridge unroofing James Neal's house, tearing up his 
orchard by the roots; and other damage. 
1883. FEB. 15: Water higher than ever known before. 23 families in the east end had to 
move out of their houses. Water and ice all over the R.R. bridge east of town. Ice knocked 
down telegraph poles and wires are down. 
1884. DEC. 18: The deepest snow here in 20 years; good sleighing all winter. 
1887. JUL. 20: Thermometer has ranged ever since the 16th from 103° to 106° in the 
shade. The hottest season for 10 years. 
1890. JAN. 14: An Excessively warm month. Dandelions and Pansies in full bloom. JUL. 
10-15: Thermometer ranged from 102° to 105° in shade. Many have been sunstl1!ck and 
several horses have dropped dead. 
1891. SEP. 19: Thermometer registered 98 and 99 degrees in the shade .... SEP. 27: 
The longest hot and dry spell ever known here. Wells all dry•... It has not rained for 
nearly six weeks aud mercury from 98° to 102° in the shade. 
1892. JAN. 18: Biggest snow storm in years. Snow has been falling for 18 hours and is 
over 12 inches deep on a level. JAN. 20: Sleighing is superb.... Sleighs flying every­
where. MAR. 10: The worst blizzard known at this time of the year. APR. 6: The past 
two days rained incessantly, 12 inches of rain fell, worst rain storm in years. Last week at 
Cerro Gordo was a dreadful cyclone, and at Casey a tornado tore down .railroad bridges 
and houses and trees, doing terrible damage. JUN. 18: A season long to be remembered 
continuous rains since early spring. . . . Cellars of course are all full here and a bad year 
for crops. JUN. 29: Hail feU six inches in circumference at Homer. JUL. 26: Mercury 
registered lQO and upwardS in the shade most of the week and several prostrated with the 
heat. Nov. 5: It is so dry James Hammett, of Tuscola has had water hauled five miles to 
water his 90 head of cattle on his farm. DEC. 7: So warm have .no fires in the homes here. 
1893. JAN. 17: Thermometer 27° below zero this morning. It had been2ZO and 24° for 
several days. FEB. 4: Worst sleet storm ever known here. Terrible rain.... Boys and 
girls skating allover town on glare ice. Ed Calvin's jockey skated in the road to his 
mother's below Brocton yesterday and back again 15 miles. FEB. 7: Mercury up yesterday 
to 46° above, and raining, just pouring. All frozen up again to-day and mercury down to 
17° below zero. Terrible suffering among stock, so slippery they cannot walk to water. 
Such a storm not known in 35 years. JUL. 15: Hottest day of the season, thermometer 
IOZO in the shade. AUG. 26: Grass hoppers are eating. up everything this year. What they 
and the dry weather did not destroy, a terrible storm of wind and rain finished up. No such 
drouth has been known here in years. Corn fields have dried up so, that they have caught 
fire from passing trains. 66 
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1894. MAR. 28: Terrible blizzard after a mild and warm month. Snow six inches deep, 
fruit all killed, potatoes all frozen in the ground and oats generally killed. MAy 19: It only 
lacked 2" of freezing last night and garden "sass" was badly hurt by frost. Thermometer 
stood 54" in shade yesterday, drop of 40". Hail stones in Decatur as big as eggs and 
$10,000 worth of window glass broken there. Some of the hail stones were 11 inches in 
circumference. JUL. I: Terrific rain and wind storm. Cars blown from track at Allerton. 
AUG. 10: 100" in the shade. 
1895. JAN. 27: Coldest winter in years, 20" below zero this morning. FEB. 7: 22" below 
zero this morning. FEB.. 8: 28" below zero to-day, and it has been 19° and 20° below the 
entire week. MAR. 29: Hottest day ever known in the month of March. 100" in sun 84° in 
shade. APR. 2: Has been so dusty and windy that many oats that were sown were blowu 
out of the ground but this morning the ground is covered with snow and will be the salva­
tion of the crops. APR. 30: July weather, 88° in the shade. MAY 10: Hottest weather 
known in May since 1872, mercury 93" and 95" in shade. MAY 13: Sudden change, 
terrible frost aU over country, damage cannot be estimated .... Crops generally ruined. 
1896. AUG. 6: Mercury 101" in shade many days. 
1901. JUL. 23: Awfully hot, 103° in the shade. One day it was 112°. 
1902. JUN. 12: Small cyclone struck town last night. Trees badly stripped, windmills 
blown down, barns and cribs blown over, both churches at longview blown from their 
foundations. JUN. 27: June has been a cold rainy month and a daily paper says it has 
rained 29 out of the 30 days. 
1903. FEB. 4: Terrible blizzard, roads awful, snow blowing and drifting dreadfully. 
FEB. 7: ... a terrible snow storm which turned out to be the deepest snow of the season. 
FEB. 15: Terrible blizzard, thermometer 18" below zero. It was drifted so badly women 
could not get out and there was no preaching to night. MAR. 9: Roads almoSt impassable. 
Have not been so bad in 25 y.ears.. APR. 3: A big snow storm and quite cold. APR. 12: 
... in the afternoon a cyclone swept over Atwood . . . . 
1904. MAR. 28: Terrible floods allover the country.... Many furnaces here and in 
Tuscola put out by the water.. AUG. 24: Terrible cyclone struck Atwood and vicinity and 
Longview doing terrible damage. 
1905. FEB. 13: Coldest day since 1864. From 24° to 26° below zero in town. FEB. 16: 
The finest sleighing in years. JUN. 6: Terrible storm at night and cyclone, ruining the 
beautiful city park. JUL. 5: It has rained for 12 days in succession, bad for oats harvest. 
1906. JAN. 20: Hot; as warm as any day in summer. MAR. II: Deepest snow in six 
years, 10 inches deep. MAR. 12: The storm has continued all the week and snow very 
deep. MAR. 19: ... snow the deepest in 30 years; no trains went east yesterday; four 
trains stuck six miles east of Decatur . . . . MAy 30: ... about 6 p.m. a cyclone struck 
the town; ... Christian church in Murdock nearly upset, and over $4,000 damage done 
in Tuscola. JUL. 3: Terrific hail storm, ruining crops in this vicinity .... 66 
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could not walk against it. The water was frozen as it blew into little ridges, 
and the mud and slush soon became as hard as stone. A good many chickens 
and other fowls perished. No little suffering was experienced by many 
persons who were illy prepared for such an unlooked-for event. " 
. . . Mr. Tremble and other old settlers who experienced this "sudden freeze," 
all give a similar description and corroborate the statements made. The wave 
came from the northwest, passing over the central part of Illinois, lower down 
in Indiana, and is last heard of about Cincinnati, Ohio . . .. Its width was 
from about where Ottawa in Illinois now is, then barely started, to a short 
distance below Coles County. It is not heard of much above or below either 
place. 72 
The annals of Illinois contain scores of accounts of fantastic incidents during the Sudden 
Change. Emma Piatt, a historian and daughter of Piatt County pioneers, concluded, 
"Some of the incidents related in regard to this storm seem almost incredulous, but when 
we hear so many tell the same kind of stories, we know all could not be mistaken. " 55 
Extreme or Unseasonable Cold 
THE SPRING AND SUMMER OF 1831- immediately after the Deep Snow-was remember­
ed as a cold growing season. Frosts were experienced during every month in some cen­
tral Illinois counties, 26 but the 1879 history of Coles County records that the season 
"produced a very fair crop." 72 
SNOW FELL ON THE Embarras River Area in the summer of 1837. A chronicle of the 
Joshua Fell family mentions this event: 
On the twenty-third of June they arrived at Hickory Grove, between Paris and 
Urbana, Illinois. During that night a rain began to fall, but it was afterwards 
changed to snow. The snow storm was so heavy that it bent down bushes and 
trees, for the snow lodged in the foliage which was full and perfect, as would 
be expected in the month of June. 26 
This snowfall was not a localized phenomenon. At Bloomington, Illinois, "It was heavy 
enough to make the green-leaved trees look white, but no damage resulted." 45 
ACCORDING TO THE 1906 History of Coles County, 
January I, 1864, was remembered as the Cold New Year's Day. There was a 
great snow storm on the day and night before, the snow drifting so much that 
it covered fences out of sight in many places, stopped traffic on the railroads 
and "snowed in" the people so that it was difficult for them to go about. The 
snow was followed at once by a great drop in the temperature, which caused 
intense suffering, and the death of large numbers of stock and poultry. Three 
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children of the Hendricks family, near Whitley's Point, were frozen on their 
way from school, and one man was frozen east of Charleston. 8 
MANY COUNTY mSTORY BOOKS blame the demise of bison in Illinois on a severe winter 
near the end of the 18th century or in the early 1800s. Several different years have been 
cited for this particular winter. Stories of this winter are so vague and conflicting that 
they seem to be the stuff of legend. One of the most definite of these stories was pub­
lished in 1927 in the Paris Daily Beacon. This newspaper quotes an elderly man as he 
recounted what his father had told him: 
The Kickapoos told the first settlers here that the buffalo disappeared from the 
Illinois prairies in the year 1790. Their story was that they all left at one time 
and that their leaving was a mystery, but historical records show that buffalo 
and all other wild game slowly retreated from the western advance of hunters 
and that probably was true in this case, except that the mystery of a more 
sudden disappearance in just this section of the country gained credence from 
the fact that history records an unusual snowfall in that winter of 1790 when a 
level of five feet of snow covered the ground for weeks. Deer and other game 
took refuge in wooded spots but the buffalo floundered in the prairies and 
froze or starved to death by the thousands. Wolves, which could travel over 
the snow crust, no doubt killed many of them and the Indians must have reap­
ed a harvest of hides, but could not use the meat from such an over supply. 18 
Excessive Precipitation 
THE 1879 mSTORY OF COLES COUNTY reports on the impact of heavy snows that accu­
mulated during the winter of 1830-31: "The following spring, owing to the great snow, 
was very wet, and it was late before crops could be planted." And"After the melting 
of the snow, the river' rose higher than ever known before or since. " 72 
This volume also states, "The year 1835 was an exceedingly wet and sickly season." 72 
A man who moved to Coles County in the spring of 1835 recalled, "It began raining the 
16th day of May, and was a daily occurrence, almost, till the middle of August follow­
ing. The Okaw River was at no time between these dates fordable." 72 
Drought 
AFTER ABOUT A QUARTER CENTURY of residence in Champaign County, M.L. Dunlap 
was not concerned about the prospects of drought. He asserted, "The short periods of 
drouth to which we are, in common with all other counties, liable, can be easily bridged 
• That is, the Embarras River. 
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A.W. Horton, writing of the Embarras River in the Water Resources ofIllinois (1914): 
DUring periods of extreme drought there is little flow in the river, for there are no 
springs in the basin and the ground-water storage is insufficient to maintain the 
low-water flow. In wet seasons the ground becomes saturated, and heavy rains 
reach the river too rapidly for the streams to care for them. Large areas of bottom 
land throughout the entire length of the river are inundated by the floods, which 
cause a great amount of damage. Land drainage and flood control are therefore 
subjects of much importance and are now under investigation. 37 
over by soiling • - a system which many think the cheapest form of pasturage. " 42 
Dunlap's remark appears in a Champaign County directory that was issued in 1871­
which was a year of severe and prolonged drought. Perhaps Mr. Dunlap penned his 
essay before the drought, and he did not have an opportunity to revise the text before it 
was published. 
J.H. BATTLE'S "History of Jasper County" states, 
In 1881, a drouth occurred, no rain falling between the latter part of June and 
the last of August, a period of sixty-eight days. The wheat and corn crops 
were almost entirely destroyed, and business was almost at a stand-still. Such 
experiences are, however, very rare, the general complaint being too much 
ram. 
. . . Grass never fails, save in such an exceptional year as 1881. The moist 
nature of the ground renders the crop a sure and luxuriant growth. 11 
Lightning and Windstorms 
RECORDS OF LIFE IN EARLY ILLINOIS contain occasional reports of the consequences of 
electrical storms. A Newman resident recorded one of the most extensive chronicles of 
lightning strikes: 
1886. AUG. 23: "During a terrific thunderstorm recently, the telephone wire 
leading from Thomas Todd's house to the depot was struck by lightning 
entering the depot and tearing things around there greatly. It also set fire to 
his bay window . . . ." 
• When livestock are "soiled," they are removed from their pasture and are fed green grass 
that has been cut for them. 
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1890. JUL. 14: "Barn 3 miles from Tuscola struck by lightning and burned. 
. . . Lightning also struck Byron Smith's bam north of town .... A barn 4 
miles south of Newman struck and burned." 
1891. MAY 23: "Isaac Lyons struck by lightning." MAY 29: "Lightning 
struck so near the Murdock school house as to shock the children. " 
1892. JUN. 18: "Lightning struck Mr. Trimble's barn, also the tile mill ... 
John Catherwood was struck in bam near Five Points, Edgar county. 
. . . Henry Coffey, of Brushy Fork stopped under a tree out of the rain, 
finally going on; had got only 20 steps when lightning struck the tree; a close 
call for him." AUG. 5: "Wm. Jones barn north of Metcalf struck by lightning 
also a ... colt ... struck and killed and a team ... at Allerton. A herd of 
cattle near Paris were also struck and the opera house at Sidell, also the engine 
house at the Kansas station. One business block there struck in three different 
places. A straw stack ... struck and burned; the lightning played havoc 
generally. " 
1894. JUL. 1: "... at Broadlands several houses struck by lightning." JUL. 
24: "Alex Hance had a three year old steer killed by lightning." JUL. 28: 
"Mrs. Goo. Sutton who lives ... on the Ridge was struck by lightning and is 
lying very low. One of her boys was badly stunned." SEP. 21: "Lightning 
struck the spire of the Presbyterian church damaging it considerably. It also 
struck and killed a horse for Cap McCown and a house . . . on Brushy Fork. " 
1895. JUL. 26: "Oliver Bell had a horse struck by lightning. " 
1896. JUN. 12: "Terrific thunder storm and lightning struck horses and trees 
also Thos. Shaw's house. Mr. Shaw was knocked down and unconscious 
some time; Scott Timmons, of Brushy Fork had a team killed." AUG. 6: 
"Lightning killed a team for Andy Roller, and knocked Mrs. Fonner senseless 
who was out in the yard ...." AUG. 12: "Lightning struck Man Fidler's 
house and killed 7 head of cattle for Ephram Jones and three horses for Vinet 
Chilcote. " 
1901. JUL. 17: "Terrific electric storm. Lightning struck the ... parsonage 
damaging it badly. " 
1905. SEP. 4: "Lightning struck the chimney on Bennett's store tearing it 
down." 66 
W.H. PERRIN DOCUMENTED the effects of a severe storm in his book about Crawford 
County: 
About the year 1811-12, a hurricane swept over the country, passing from the 
southwest to the northeast, through the northwestern part of Montgomery and 
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the southeastern part of Lamotte Township. Marks of its destructive course 
may yet be seen in many places. It was about half a mile in width, and the 
timber was felled before it, as grain before the reaper. 53 
The hut of one pioneer family was spared by the storm: "It was the only spot in the 
whole track of the hurricane for miles that was not covered over with fallen timber. " 53 
Friendly reader, our task is done-not well, we know, but truly. To you who have 
followed us through these pages, and especially to the 014 pioneers and patriarchs, 
whose heads are "silvered over with the frosts of many winters, " we come now to 
part, never, perhaps, to meet this side of the tomb. Our intercourse with you is of 
the pleasantest choracter, and it is with a feeling of sadness that we bid you adieu, 
each to go his way,. mingling in the great wor14 as the tiny raindrops mingle with 
the waters of the sea. Shou14 our diverging planets never mare cross each other's 
orbits, and we meet no mare here ­ and it is mare than probable that we shall not, 
for our work lies in another direction ­ we crave your kind remembrance of us and 
a generous criticism of our work. 
Adieu. 
- History of Coles County (1879). 72 
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